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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent of the Board of ‘Trade :— 

The revival which, since the beginning of the year, has been 
apparent in the shipbuilding trade and in all the branches of the 
iron and other trades connected therewith, still continues to 
improve the condition of the labour market of those industries 
very materially. At the same time it is to be observed that the 
proportion of unemployed, though relatively much jess as compared 
with the past two years, is still considerable. The building 
trades are in a very depressed condition consequent to a great 
extent on the severe weather of last month, which seems not 
only to have retarded the usual spring opening out of the trade, 
but also to have greatly increased the number of those out of 
work. The cabinet making and printing trades are good. The 
cotton and carpet trades are moderate. In the finished iron 
trades employment is more regular. In the coal trade the 
number of men actually unemployed is small, but many collieries 
are only employed about half time. Up to the time of going to 
press 15 trade unions had sent in returns as to unemployed 
members. With an aggregate membership of 143,879 there were 
out of work 10,209, as against 11,113 last month, a net decrease 
of 904, which is a-reduction in the proportion from 83 to 7 
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per cent. Three societies state generally trade to be “ good,” one 
“normal,” three “ moderate,” seven “improving,” and one “ bad.” 
It is also satisfactory to record that in the ‘trades which have 
most benefited by the improved circumstances of the labour 
market, many voluntary advances of wages have been conceded. 


REGULATIONS FOR NAVIGATION OF DANUBE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of « translation of the Revised 
Regulations of the Navigation and Police applicable to the Lower 
Danube, together with the tariff of navigation dues, which hus been 
published by M. I. Scheuk, of Galatz. These regulations, which 
are too voluminous for publication in the Journal, may be seen 
on application at the Harbour Department, Board of Trade, S.W. 


MINE OF VALLE IMPERINA., 


The Board of Trade have received from the Italian Consul- 
General a pamphlet on the mine of Valle Imperina, near Agordo. 
It is written by P. Toso, engineer in the Royal School of 
Mines, and is printed at Rome. This mine, the wealth of 
which has been known for five centuries, has, since 1843, been 
the exclusive property of the State. It produces zine, iron, 
copper, sulphur, and arsenic. The writer believes that the 
importance of the mine is likely to be greatly increased by 
the extension of the railway from Treviso to Belluno, and by 
improvements in the processes used for extracting the mineral 
products. In particular he suggests the sale of material, which is 
now wasted, for use in the manufacture of sulphuric acid in 
Venice, Tuscany, Bavaria, and elsewhere, and cheaper and more 
expeditious methods of dealing with the copper ore. 

The Consul-General, in forwarding this publication, states that 
it is the intention of the Italian Government to dispose of the 
mine, and to give every inducement to its becoming a private 
undertaking, 


ADMISSION OF ARTICLES IMPORTED FOR THE BRUSSELS 
-INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


A despatch, dated the 12th February last, has been received 
from Lord Vivian, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, enclosing 
an extract from the Moniteur Belge containing a Royal Decree 
remitting the import duties on goods destined for the Brussels 
International Exhibition of 1888, under proper guarantee for their 
re-exportation. 
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SANITARY CONVENTION BETWEEN BRAZIL AND THE 
ARGENTINE AND UrRvuGUAYAN REPUBLICS. 


A communication, dated the 6th February last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office, to the effect that a Sanitary 
Convention has recently been concluded between Brazil and the 
Argentine and Uruguay Republics. This convention, however, 
must be ratified by the Legislatures of the two Republics 
before it can come into force. 


INTERNATIONAL Exnipition oF Poutrry, GAmr, &e. 
Av RoME. 


With reference to the notification on p. 337 of the October 
(1887) number of the Board of Trade Journal, a communication, 
dated the 21st February last, has been received from the Italian 
Consul-General in London, enclosing copy of the final pro- 
gramme, together with a form for the demand for space, in 
French, for the international exhibition of poultry, game, &e. to 
be held in Rome from the 16th to the 30th April next, which has 
been received from the Agricultural Society of Rome. 

[The programme, &c. in question may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, S.W.] 


Tue Mercaanpise Marks Act, 1887. 


A despatch, dated the 23rd February last, has been received 
from Lord Vivian, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, stating 
that a translation of the “ Merchandise Marks Act, 1887,” and 
of its accompanying schedules, Customs regulations, &c., is 
published in full in the official Moniteur Belge of the same date. 


TENDERS FOR LIGHTING THE STREETS OF KONIGSBERG 
WITH THE Evectric Liant. 


A report, dated the 28th February last, has been received from 
Mr. H. T. C. Hunt, Her Majesty’s Consul at Koénigsberg, stating 
that the municipal authorities of that town are advertising for 
tenders for the construction and maintenance of the necessary 
works for lighting the streets with the electric light. Mr. Hunt 
adds that a copy of the conditions; with a plan of the city, can 
be obtained from the chief cashier of the municipality on pay- 
ment of two marks fifty pfennigs, about two and sixpence sterling. 
Tenders are to be received until the 16ti April next at noon. 
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EXHIBITION AT BARCELONA, 


A notification has been received from the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs to the effect that he has been informed, by 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Barcelona, that the Council of the 
Barcelona Exhibition have issued a notice fixing the 10th March 
as the date for closing the list of applications for space. 


New Customs TARIFF AND REGULATIONS IN ITALY. 


A notification has been received from the Foreign Office to the 
effect that the new Italian Customs Tariff will be at once 
applied to all foreign imports, except French goods on which 
differential duties will be levied. It is added that, except in the 
case of goods imported direct from British ports, certificates of 
origin will be demanded in the case of all imports, Precise 
information will be ascertained respecting the form of certificate 
required, but in the meanwhile Her Majesty’s Customs will be 
asked to issue these documents in the form generally in use, 
and the Italian Government will be requested to admit them, at 
all events, pending a definite understanding on the subject. 


IMMIGRATION INTO CHILI. 


The Board of Trade understand that although there are rich 
mines in plenty in South Chili, the land is poor, and of hardly any 
value for agriculture, whereas it is certain that there is no effectual 
protection for life and property, but on the contrary, much risk 
and danger to both; and also that the difficulties of strange 
language, religion, race, and habits—matters of which emigrants 
seem to take no account whatever—and finally the fact that there 
is more or less of Asiatic cholera at this moment in all the 
southern and central parts of Chili, would seem to be serious 
reasons enough to deprecate British adventure in that direction. 
With reference to the above the following extracts have been 
“oy from the Chilian Times of the 17th and 31st December 
ast. 

In its issue of the 17th December last the Chilian Times 
publishes a letter from a Mr. Mellor who had been induced, on 
the strength of representations made by agents in England, to 
emigrate to Chili in the hope of obtaining work as an agriculturist 
there, but whose hopes had not been realised, Respecting this 
letter the Chilian Times says :— 

* As may be seen from a letter that we publish in our issue of 
to-day, it is not locomotive drivers only who are being duped by 
the Government colonisation agents in England, but farm 
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bailiffs, bec-keepers, or, in fact, anybody who falls in their way. 
We do not know who is responsible for the appointment of these 
agents, but, to say the least of it, the selection of the men who 
hold the position has not been judiciously made, Under all the 
circumstances the wisest course the Government could adopt 
would be to cable the agents to suspend operations for the present 
or until such times as this colonising business has been inquired 
into, Moreover, it is neither right nor humane that the Govern- 
ment should be introducing colonists into a territory which, as 
one of the emigrants knows to his sad cost, is infected with 
cholera.” 

Again, in its issue of the 31st December last, the Chilian Times 
publishes a copy of an “official notice” which is being sown 
broadcast by the Government colonisation agents in England, 
and commenting on the character of the statements contained 
therein, says :— 

“The manufactures of the country, properly so-called, may be 
counted on one’s fingers, and the manutactories themselves are a 
long way from being legion. 

« Farm bailiffs are not wanted here, as is proved by Mr, Mellor’s 
experience. Farming here is quite a different business to what it 
is in England. There are no model farms in this country requiring 
professionally skilled managers. Cultivation is carried on in a 
happy-go-lucky fashion, and if an English farmer wishes to know 
what farming is like in this country he has only to cross over into 
the worst cultivated parts of Spain to find the exact counterpart 
of the system of agriculture followed in Chili. There is, in fact, 
no opening for any of the classes specified in the official notice, 
but we will give an idea of the number and class of free emigrants 
that might come out without much fear as to the future. Half 
a dozen first-class mechanics, including fitters and boiler-makers ; 
one or two plumbers and tinsmith:; one or two carpenters and 
joiners; one or two house and sign painters; one or two gas- 
fitters; one or iwo coachbuilders and wheelwrights; one or two 
blacksmiths ; and, at this moment, we cannot think of any other 
class of journeymen it would be prudent to recommend to come 
out. As master men a first-class tailor, a shoemaker, and a hatter 
would find a lucrative field in Valparais 0, where they would be 
sure of the support of the British community. It must be borne 
in mind, however, that all the classes we have mentioned, both 
journeymen and masters, must be tip-top in their respective 
sallings. We will give, in conclusion, a little bit of information 
which may be of use to the artisan class in England. A few 
weeks ago there arrived here from England for the Government 
railway shops, 12 contract men, and they are the only men of the 
kind who have beea brought out during the past 14 years, 
During that lengthened period the few vacancies that occurred 
were easily filled up by men who happened to drop into the 
country, and it is more on account of the railway extension 
southwards than on account of vacancies that the 12 men in 
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question were brought out. This fact will furnish English 
mechanics with an idea of the demand that exists in this country 
for men of their class.” 


FINES INCURRED UNDER THE RussIAN CusTOMs 
REGULATIONS. 


A communication, dated the 29th February last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office with reference to numerous 
complaints that have been received from commercial bodies in 
England of the infliction of heavy fines by the Russian Customs 
authorities. It is pointed out that in many cases fines, which 
are incurred in accordance with the strict letter of the Russian 
Customs Regulations, are not enforced, but that nevertheless the 
exporter is charged in the accouut by dishonest clearing agents, 
as though the fine had really been exacted. It is therefore 
advisable that in all cases agents should be called upon to produce 
the official receipts for tines stated by them to have been paid. 


DECLARATIONS AFFECTING IMPORTATION OF PLANTS 
INTO FRANCE. 


The following is an extract from a despatch, dated the 22nd 
February, which has been received from Lord Lytton, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris :— 

“In reply to the inquiry addressed to the Minister whether 
the French Government would be willing to give orders that the 
declarations required by the French Customs in regard to plants 
imported into France should for the future be accepted, although 
attested, without seals, M. Flourens states that the attestatious of 
English magistrates are accepted provided that they are self- 
evidently authentic, but that their authenticity cannot be con- 
sidered as established beyond doubt unless they bear the seal or 
etamp of the official from whom they emanate. 
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Il.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 
PORTUGAL. 


A despatch, dated the 7th February last, has been received from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, stating that Damao, as well as 
all the other ports of Portuguese India, have been declared free 
from cholera from and after the Ist January last. 

A despatch, dated 11th February, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, states that the ports of Italy, Sardinia, and other Italian 
islands, and of Sumatra, are free from cholera. 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 11th February, 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon :—* Rio de Janeiro 
declared to be infecte1 with yellow fever from December 8th.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 28th February, 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon:—“ Ports of Bombay 
Presidency declared free from cholera from December 15th.” 


AUSTRIA. 


A despatch, dated Srd February, from the Austro-Hungarian 
Ambassador at London, states that the maritime authority of 
Trieste have issued a notice, dated 22nd January, by which all 
the sanitary measures prescribed in Austria-Hungary against 
arrivals from Italy have been abolished. 


TURKEY. 


A telegram, dated 13th February, from Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Constantinople states :— Quarantine on arrivals from 
“ the Italian coast, between Bari and Ancona, abolished from 
“ yesterday, but medical visit still continues.” 


CYyprus, 


A notice, dated the 2nd January last, has been issued by the 
Government of Cyprus respecting arrivals from Rhodes, and 
provides as follows :— 

“ Any vessel arriving at any port in Cyprus, except Larnaca, 
from any part of Rhodes with passengers for Cyprus, is to be 
medically inspected before being admitted to pratique, and, in the 
event of there being any case, or suspected case, of small-pox on 
board, pratique will be refused, and the vessel is to be ordered to 
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proceed to Larnaca, a note to that effect ‘being made on the biil of 
health, and the chief medical officer is to be at once informed of 
the fact by telegram.” 

The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch, dated 18th February, 
stating that the Secretary of State had received from the High 
Commissioner of Cyprus, a telegram, to the effect that “a medical 
visit replaces the quarantine on arrivals from the coast from Bari 
to Ancona,” 


Dutcu GUIANA. 


A despatch, dated Ist February, from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Paramaribo, states that owing to the prevalence of yellow fever in 
Cayenne, foul bills of health have been issued since 9th January 
last. 


(SANDWICH IsLAnDs). 


A despatch, dated 24th January, has been received from Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at Honolulu, enclosing copy of resolu- 
tions passed at a meeting of the Board of Health respecting 
quarantine at that port, the most important of which are as 
follows :— 

Resolved. 1st. That until further notice, all vessels arriving 
from San Francisco, less than 18 days out, not having small-pox 
on board, together with their passengers and crews, shall be 
placed in quarantine, in the outer roadstead, or in the stream in 
the harbour, as may be ordered by the port physician, for a term 
of 18 days from the date of leaving San Francisco. 

2nd. No passengers for ports other than Honolulu shall be 
allowed to land. 

3rd. All passengers for Honolulu shall remain in quarantine 
for a term of 18 days from the date of leaving San Francisco. 
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IIL.--POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


ParceL Post TO THE REPUBLIG OF COLOMBIA. 


Parcels not exceeding 11 lbs. in weight were, on and from the 
lst March last, to be received at any post office in the United 
Kingdom for transmission to the Republic of Colombia. 

Parcel mails will be made up in London every alternate 
Thursday morning, commencing the 8th March, for conveyance to 
Colon by the steamers of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. 


ALTERED Dates oF DEPARTURE OF MAILS FOR BRAZIL AND 
THE RiveER PLATE. 


After the 9th of this month the mails from this country for 
Brazi! and the River Plate were to be despatched regularly 
on alternate Thursdays, instead of on the 9th and 24th of each 
month, 

The inconvenience of variation on account of the day of despatch 
falling occasionally on a Sunday will thus be avoided, and there 
will be the advantage of two additional mails in the course of each 

ear. 

The first mail to be despatched under the new arrangement will 
leave Southampton on Thursday, the 15th of March, and the others 
will follow regularly on alternate Thursdays. 

The mails will be made up in London for the morning despatch 
tu Southampton. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
The New Customs and Excise Duties on Matches. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 30th January (11th 
February) last, with reference to the imposition of certain new 
duties upon matclies in Russia, says :— 

“ By an order of the Imperial Council approved by the 
Kmperor on the 4th January last, matches made in Russia 
will pay an Excise duty of one quarter copeck per box of less 
than 75 matches, and one copeck per box of from 75 to 300 
matches. 

* Matches imported from abroad will pay a duty of one half 
copeck per box of 75 matches or less, and of 2 copecks per 
box of from 75 to 300 matches. 

“ The licence for factories will be at the rate of 50 roubles per 
year for those in which the work is performed by hand, of 100 
roubles per year for those working with machinery moved 
he and of 150 roubles per year for those where steam is 
used. 

* Dealers in matches may sell the remainder of their stores of 
matches without Excise stamp for a month subsequent to the 
enforcement of the new taxes, after which all boxes of matches 
must be provided with stamps attesting that the Excise has 
been paid. 

“The new Excise duties will come into operation on the Ist 
May 1888.” 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff: 


Note.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Funt = 0+ 902 lbs. avoir- 
dupois. Gold rouble = 3s, 2d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Russian Customs Tariff have recently been given by the 
Russian Goverment :— 

Fluor spar.-—Section 14, Part 1. Duty, 4 copecks per poud. 

Brass instruments for recapping cartridge cases.—Section 161. 
Duty, 4 roubles per poud. 

Apparatus of alloys of zinc and antimony, and with parts of 
other materials, for producing hydrogen.—Section 177. Duty, 
88 copecks per poud, with an addition of 20 per cent. on each 
rouble of duty levied. 

Fishing-nets of cotton.—Section 188, Duty, 44 copecks per 
poud, with an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty 
leviable. 

Woollen plush, with patterns produced by a corrosive process. 
—Section 202. Duty, 90 copecks per poud, with an addition of 
20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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Willow-twigs.—Section 22, Part 2. Duty, 50 copecks per 
poud, with an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty 
leviable. 

Roasted beetroot, in small pieces—Section 68. Duty, 40 
copecks per poud, with an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble 
of duty leviable. 

Jute yarn, twisted—Section 88. Duty, 4 roubles 40 copecks 
per poud, with an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty 
leviable. 

Articles of tin, with parts made of other materials, intended 
for the manufacture of buttons.—Section 166. Duty, if covered 
with zin¢ or other common metal, 2 roubles 75 copecks per poud ; 
if covered with gilding, painting, &c., 5 roubles 50 copecks per 
poud, with an addition of 10 per cent. on each rouble of duty 
leviable. 

Silver, in sheets and wire.—Section 14. Duty free. 

Furniture, of beech-wood, bent, with cane-plaited seats and 
backs, not polished and not varnished.—Section 180, Part 1. 
Duty, 30 copecks per poud, with an additional duty of 25 per 
cent., together with an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of 
duty leviable. 

Drawings with explanatory inscriptions, bound.—Section 183, 
Part 5. Duty, 6 roubles 60 copecks per poud, with an addition 
of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 

Maps (not geographical), consisting of drawings with explana- 
— inscriptions, bound.—Section 183, Part 5. Duty same as 
above. 

Geographical maps with foreign text, bound or not.-—Section 
39, Part 2. Duty free. 

Agate in manufactured articles, with the exception of hooks for 
jewellers.—Section 153, Duty, 50 copecks per poud, with an 
addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 

Paper cut for visiting cards, and imported assorted, in cardboard 
cases in which they are sold to customers.—Section 183, Part 4 
Duty, 8 roubles 80 copecks per poud, with an addition of 20 per 
cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 

Metal clasps of different materials—Section 227. Duty, from 
45 copecks to 2 roubles per funt, with an addition of 20 per cent. 
on each rouble of duty leviable. 


FINLAND, 


Reduction of Import Duty on Chilian Saltpetre. 


_ Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, in a despatch, dated the 22nd February last, states that 
the Impetial Finnish Senate has reduced the duty on Chilian 
saltpetre imported into Finland during 1888 to 20 Finnish 
penni per 100 kilograms, 
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New Customs Tariff Law. , 
Sir R. B. D. Morier, in the despatch referred to above, adds 
that the new law on the Finnish Customs Tariff of 30th December 
1887 (12th January 1888), was to be officially published shortly, 
and was to cume into operation on the 1st (13th) March 1888. 


SWEDEN. 
Import Duty on Cereals. 
Note.—Kilogramme = 2° 204 Ibs. avoirdupois. Krona = 14d. 


A. despatch, dated the 13th February last, has been received 
from Mr, E. Corbett, Her Majesty's Minister at Stockholm, 
enclosing copy and translation of a Royal Deeree, dated the 
11th February, imposing certain duties on the importation into 
Sweden of cereals, &c., which were to be levied from and after 
the 14th February. The following is « statement of the rates of 
duty now leviable :-- 

Bran, all kinds. New duty, 30 dre per 100 kilos. 

Mait, see grain. 

Fiour and meal: 

Of grain, see grain. 

Of arrowroot and other vegetables, which cannot be included 
under the head of grain, or referred to under the head of 
medicines, 4 kroner 30 dre per 100 kilos. 

Grain : 

Unground : 

(a.) Rye, wheat, barley, Indian corn, pease, and beans, 
2 kr. 50 Ore per 100 kilos. 

(b.) Oats and vetch, 1 kr. per 100 kilos. 

(c.) Malt, even crushed, 3 kr. per 100 kilos. 

Ground : 

(d.) Other kiuds, not specified ; flour, meal, and grits, all 
kinds, 4 kr. 30 Gre per 100 kilos. 


Norway. 
Increase of Import Duty on Crushed Maize. 
Note.—Kilogramme = 2+ 204: lbs. avoirdupois. Krone = Is. 114d. 

Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
writing under date of the 8th February last, with reference to an 
increase in the import duty on crushed maize, says :— 

“The Storthing has this day resolved to raise the duty on 
maize, when crushed, to 15 Gre per kilogram, from the present 
general duty on maize of 22 dre per 100 kilograms, on the 
ground that crushed maize is being used in breweries as a 
substitute for malt, which is liable to a duty of 234 dre per 
100 kilograms. . 
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“The Government had proposed a duty of 10 Gre per kilo- 
gram, but yielded to the report of the Customs committee in 
favour of the higher rate, which comes into force on the 10th 
instant (February).” 


Increase in Import Duties on Tobacco, 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report dated the 24th February last, encloses a statement of 
the rates of duty now levied on tobaccos imported into Norway, 
according to a law passed by the Storthing on the 22nd February, 
compared with those previously in foree. The following is a copy 
of the statement in question :— 


| 


Previous Rates New Rates of 
of Duty. Duty. 
Per Kilog. Per Kilog. 

Tobaceo, stalks - - - | Kronor 1°25 | Kronor 1°7S 

» in leaf, not steeped - 1°25 1°76 

steeped - 1°25 1°75 

Suuff - - - 2°10 

Cigars and cigarettes 2°75 3°60 
Smoking and chewing tobacco, and all other 

manufactured tobacco - - . 2°50 2°10 


Mr. Michell, with reference to the above, says :— 

“ The increase in the duties on tobacco amounts to 40 per cent., 
except in the case of cigars and cigarettes, which have been raised 
to the extent of about 31 per cent. 

“ The Jaw obtained the Royal assent on the same day, and the 
new rates came: into force yesterday (23rd February), in order to 
give the Government the advantage of the higher rates now 
payable on the considerable stock of tobacco in bond. This 
operation will, it is estimated, yield an additional revenue of about 
50,000/. per annum. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Customs Classification of Lathes, 


The Moniteur Belge for the 18th February last states that the 
following decision, affecting the Customs duties to be paid on the 
importation of lathes into the Netherlands, was given by the 
Dutch Customs authorities on the 26th January. 

Lathes, large (for turners, &c.), and lathes, small (for 
example, for lockmakers), can be considered neither as manufac- 
turing instruments nor as tools, according to the decision of the 
19th November 1886. hey must for the future follow the 
régime of works in wood, steel, or copper, and pay a duty of 
5 per cent. ad valorem. ; 
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FRANCE. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


The following is a statement of the Customs duties now leviable 
in France on the importation of the under-mentioned articles, 
which, in consequence of the lapse of the Treaty of 1881 between 
France and Italy, now pay under the French General Tariff iastead 
of paying conventional rates as formerly. 


Rates of Duty 


Classification of Articles. a 
now leviable. 


Frs. Cts. 
Feathers for trimming, not prepared - - - Free. 
Writing quills, not prepared - - Free. 
Seasliats for stuffing mattresses, &e. (down, &e. ) . - 100 kilos. 20-00 
Silkworms’ eggs - Free. 
Semolina paste and Italian cakes : 
Of European production, if ‘dee direct from country of | 
origin - - - 160 kilos. 6°00 

Do. do., if otherwise imported - - 8°40 
Rice, shelled or not : 

Of European direct from country of | 

origin - - | Free. 

Do. do., otherwise imported - - - - | 100 kilos. 1°80 
Broken rice - - - - - - Free. 
Manna - - - - Lae - - | 100 kilos. 8°00 
Sumac and fustic - . - - - Free. 
Gall-nuts and - - Free. 
Truffles - - | 100 kilos.200°00 
Vegetable products, not specially mentioned i in the tariff =| Free. 
Alabaster : | 

Rough or squared - = - - =| Free. 

Sawn, having a thickness of 16 eeiatunatinns or more . Free. 

Do. do., less than 16 centimetres - - - - | 100 kilos. 2°&0 

Sculptured or otherwise worked, modern statues - Ms 10-00 

Do. do., other - - - 6°00 
Millstones + A Free. 
Building materials, other than slates, br’ toke, tiles, “stones for 

building, rough, paving stones, Time, and plaster - = | Free 
Graphite or plombagine - : -| Free. 
Boracic acid - - = - | Free. 
Potash and carbonate of potash : 

Of European production, if imported direct, &e. - | Free. 

Do. do., otherwise imported - - = ~ 100 kilos. 2°40 
Vegetable ashes - - - - | Free. 
Sulphate of quinine - - | 5°, ad val. 
Chemical products, not specially in tariff, including 

extracts of quinine and phosphor paste . - - 5°, ad val. 
Ocres, ground or prepared for painting - - - | 100 kilos, 0°25 
Italian, sienna and umber earths - - = 4 ‘5 0°50 
Tale, pulverised - - - 0°25 
Perfumeries, other than | 

Alcoholic - - - - - 37°50* 

Non-alcoholic - - - 12°00 
Glass: | 

In lumps or in tubes - - > 4°75 

In beads, pierced and cut, or in crystals for jew “— y, | 

coloured or not, spun glass balls and coral imitations - | » 25°00 


Note.—The articles stated above as being now free of duty under the French 
General Tariff were also previously free in virtue of the Franco-Italian Treaty. 


* Tn addition to Excise duty. 
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Rates of Duty 


Classification of Articles. gsm 
now leviable. 


Frs. Cts. 
Church organs : | 
Weighing less than 4,000 kilos. - - Each 100°00 
From 4,000 to 12,000 kilos. - - - - zp 200°00 
From 10,000 to 20,000 kilos. - - 400°00 
Above 20,000 kilos. - - - - - 50000 
Clarions and trumpets — - - - 0:80 
Cornets with three pistons, key and piston horns, harmony 
trumpets, saxhorns, trombones, and bugies —- - - is 3°50 
Fishing nets - - - ~ - 100 kilos. 20°00 
Buttons of porcelain, jet, and glass, without rim - - - si 20°00 
Trousers buttons of metal, alloy, or bone, horn, wood, corozo, 
or buffalo leather - - - - - 50°00 


Prolongation of Surtax on Imported Spirits. 


A report, dated the 27th February last, has been received from 
Mr. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché for Europe, 
stating that the surtax of 40 franes per hectolitre on foreign 
spirits, which was to expire on the 29th February, has been 
prolonged until the Ist of June next. 


FRANCE AND GREECE. 


Provisional Commercial Convention, 

The Italian Bollettino di Legislazione e Statistica Doganale e 
Commerciale for the month of January last, states that a provi- 
sional Commercial Convention between France and Greece was 
signed at Athens on the 9th (21st) December last. 


FRANCE AND Mexico. 


Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce, in its issue of the 
16th February last, publishes the text of a law, signed by the 
President of the French Republic on the 1st February, autho- 
rising the French President to ratify and, if he sees fit, cause to 
be executed, the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Naviga- 
tion signed at Mexico on the 27th November 1886 between 
France and Mexico. 


Establishment of a Customs Tariff. 


A report, dated the 15th February, has been received from 
Mr, J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché for Europe 


? 


enclosing copies of a report and decree relative to the establish- 
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ment of a Customs tariff at Mayotte, which were published in the 
Journal Officiel of the 15th February last. Mr. Crowe, with 
reference to the above, says :— 

“Up to the present time it had not been thought advisable to 
levy either Customs dues or octroi de mer at Mayotte. Now 
5 per cent. Customs duties are to be established on foreign mer- 
chandise generally, with the exceptions noted in the decree, viz. :— 

* A duty of 15 per cent. on wool, silk, cotton, ramie, and other 
textiles, tissues of every kind, ready-made clothing and linen. 

Foreign sugar is prohibited. 

Liquids and opium pay specific duties as follows : — 

Absinthe, 5 frs. per case of 12 bottles, 

Beer, 2 frs. 50 c, per case of 12 bottles. 

Brandy, 4 firs. per case of 12 bottles. 

Olive oil, 3 frs. per case of 12 bottles. 

Liqueurs, syrups, 3 frs. per case of 12 bottles. 

Vermouth, 2 frs. 50 ¢. per case of 12 bottles. 

Sparkling wines, 6 frs. per case of 12 bottles. 

Wines in barrel, 5 frs. per barrel. 

Rum, 50 ce. per litre. 

Vinegar, 2 frs. per hectolitre. 

Opium, cantharides, &., 100 frs. per kilog. 

The following articles are exempt from Customs duty :— 

Animals for human ccensumption, draught and pack animals. 
Potatoes, onions, garlic, and fresh vegetables. Rice, in the straw 
or hulled. Salt. Building wood. Empty sacks. 

Military and official stores, &c., travellers’ effects, immigrants’ 
furniture, &c., workmen’s tools, personal effects, &c.” 


FRANCE,—POSSESSIONS IN OCEANIA, 


Articles admitted Free of Duty, 


The following is, according to the Journal Officiel of the 
14th February last, a list of the articles which have been 
exempted from octroi de mer dues on importation into the French 
possessions of Oceania, by a decree of the President of the French 
Republic, dated the 6th February :— 

Machinery of every description, including accessories intended 
for agriculture and industry. 

Machine tools for the use of workers in wood or metal. 

Tools brought by emigrant workmen. 

Fire pumps, with accessories necessary for use. 

Oxen, bulls, cows, horses, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry, game, and 
all live birds. 

Arms, war ammunition, properly so called, clothing and 
equipments for garrison troops. 

Provisions intended for the use of the Navy consumed on 
board armed Government vessels. These provisions will be 
placed in the Navy stores in the manner prescribed for articles 
admitted en entrepdt; an account of them will be kept by octroz 
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officials, and the duties will be levied on the quantities remove.l 
into the interior and to any place other than Government vessels. 

Articles of any description imported by the local administration 
on account of the public services of the Colony. 

Furniture intended for primary, secondary, and_ professional 
schools; books, newspapers, pamphlets, and periodicals. 

Clothing and effects of travellers at the time of their arrival. 

Furniture and personal property belonging to officials, soldiers, 
and officers of all grades landed at the time of their arrival in 
the Colony. 

Furniture and personal property, used, belonging to immigrants 
into the Colony. 

Divers’ apparatus and all machinery necessary for mother-of- 
pearl fishery. 

Fruit trees, plants, berries, and seeds. 

Copra tripangs, cocoa-nuts, lemon-juice, bancoul nuts, cotton 
seed, shell fish, and shells of every description, wools in the 
grease, and generally all raw materials produced in the islands 
intended for re-exportation, with the exception of coffee. 

Gowns and wigs for members of the legal profession, military 
uniforms, as well as military outfits and equipments intended for 
the use of officers. The ensigns of civil functionaries. 

Prints and registers for the use of consulates. 

All articles used in the construction or repairing of vessels will 
be exempted from octroi de mer dues, on the application to the 
Ministry of the Interior, by the persons desirous of importing 
them. 

With reference to the above, Mr. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s 
Commercial Attaché for Europe, in a report, dated the 14th 
February last, says :— 

“The octroi de mer at Tahiti since 1884 was at the rate of 
12 per cent., plus 8 per cent. on all invoices, except for beverages 
to which special charges per litre were applied.” 


TUNIs. 


Equalisation of Export Duties on Esparto. 


Mr. T. B. Sandwith, Her Majesty's Consul at Tunis, in a 
report dated the 3rd February last, says :— 

“The Tunis Journal Ofictel contains a decree equalising the 
tax on the exportation of alfa (esparto fibre) and diss throughout 
the Regency. x 

“It was confidently expected that it was the intention of the 
Tunisian Government to reduce the tax considerably, as there 
had been a great falling off in the exportation of alfa consequent 
on the cheapening of the article in the home market. Up to the 
present time the tax had stood at 94d. per ewt. at Susa, and in 
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all ports to the north of Sfax, while at Sfax and in the ports 
further south it was 63d. The new decree fixes the tax at 
1s. Ofd. per 2 ewt. (1 metric quintal), or a fraction over 6d. per cwt. 
While therefore at Susa the reduction is from 94d. to a fraction 
over 6d. per cwt., it may be said to be practically unchanged in 
the rest of the Regency. 

“ Now by far the largest exportation takes place at Sfax and 
places further south, but even there there has been a gradual falling 
off, while at Susa the trade had become extinct. The tax being now 
uniform, there is likely to be a slight revival of the trade in the 
north, while in the south it should, ceteris paribus, remain 
stationary. 

“ Diss, to which reference is made in the decree, is a species of 
alfa used in making mats.” 


ITany. 


Increase of Import Duties on Cereals and Flour Manufactures. 


Note.—Quintal 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. 
avoirdupois. Hectolitre = 22 gallons. Lira = 

A despatch, dated the llth February last, has been received 
from Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Rome, transmitting copy and translation of a decree of the Italian 
Government published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale of -the 10th 
February last, raising the duties on cereals and manufactures of 
flour imported into Italy. The following is a copy of the trans- 
lation in question: 

Art, 1. The following are substituted for the duties charged 
under the articles quoted below, of the General Customs Tariff, 
approved by law of 14th July 1887 :— 

Corn or wheat.—Category 264. Duty, 50 lire per ton. 

Flour of corn or wheat. —Category 270a, Duty, 8 1. 
per quintal. 

Flour of semolina.—Category 270c. Duty, 11 lire per quinta! 

Bran.—Category 271. Duty, 21. 75 ¢. per quintal. 

Wheaten pastes—Category 272. Duty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Bread and sea-biscuit.—Category 273, Duty, 12 lire per 
quintal, 

a any 267. Duty, 4 lire per quintal, 

Art. 2, The present decree shall have effect from to-day (10th 
February). 


Modifications in Customs Tariff. 


The Italian Gazzetta Ufficiale for the 18th February last, gives 
the text of a decree of the Italian Government, which was 
signed at Rome on the 12th February last, sanctioning certain 
modifications in the Customs Tariff of Italy. The following i is a 
translation of the decree in question :-— 
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Art. 1. The Customs Tariff of import duties sanctioned by the : 
law of the 14th July 1887, is modified as follows :— 
No. in | Description of Merchandise Rates of Duty : 
Lire Cts. 
13 | Sugar: 
(a.) Of first class - - - - - | Quintal 90°06 
(b.) Of second class - - 76°75 
14 | Glucose: 
(a.) Solid - - - - | 66°00 
Liquid - - - | 50°00 
15 | Jams and preserves with sugar rand honey - - - 100°00 
16 | Tea biscuits - - - - - - | a 45°00 
17 (a.) Syrups for beverages - - - - | = 60°00 
19 | Chocolate - - - - 150°00 
Art. 2, Native sugar factories will be subjected for each quintal 
4 of their production to a duty of 55°95 lire per quintal for sugars 
3 of the second class, and to a duty of 61°15 lire for sugars of “the 
first class. 
Art, 3. Under reservation of the dispositions of Article 5 
of the law of the 10th July 1887, respecting the adulterated 


glucoses intended for industrial use, the tax on the manufacture 
of glucoses mentioned in the said article is raised to 30 lire per 
quintal. 

Art. 4. From the Ist March the drawback for products con- 
taining sugar and intended for exportation will be established 
conformably to the annexed table, which forms part of the 
present law. 


Table of the drawbacks upon products containing sugar : 


Minimum 
Rates of Quantity on 
Drawback. which Drawhack 
is allowed. 


| Lire Cts. | 

Turin vermouth containing sugar = - | Hectol. 4°50 1 hectol. 
Citrons, oranges, iemons, and their rinds 

preserved - - - 100 kilos, 60°50 25 kilos. 
Fruits, preserved, la portugaise or dle 

parisienne - - | » + 60°50 25 xs 
Fruits preserved, - | 45°50 25 , 
Marrons glacés - - | 22°50 
Chestuuts, preserved - - 83 00 
Jams - - - | 54°00 25 
Mustard prepared with sugar - : 27°00 100. 5s 
Sugar nougat - - - - | 9°00 50° 
Chocolate, without cinnamon - - re 88°00 | 25 ,, 
Chocolate, with cinnamon - . 86°00 | 25 , 

According to 

Condensed milk = - - - - [ quantity of : sugar | {500 ,, 


Citrate of magnesia - - ascertained by 100 ., 
chemical analysis, | 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The New Customs Tariff. 


With reference to the notifications on p. 17 of the January 
number, and pp. 128-138 of the February number of the Board 
of Trade Journal, as to changes in the Customs Tariff of Switzer- 
land, a despatch, dated the 18th Februar y last, has been received 
from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires 
at Berne. The following is an extract from the despatch in 
question :— 

“The new Swiss Tariff, which was finally accepted by the 
Federal Assembly on the 17th of December, will become law at 
the expiration of three months from the date of publication, ze., 
on the 23rd of next month (March), provided that no demand be 
made in the interval for its submission to the popular vote. I 
have to-day learnt that it is by no means unlikely that such a 
demand may yet be made, backed by the legal number of 
signatures, namely, 30,000 citizens, or eight cantons, and that the 
Canton de Vaud had actually taken some steps with that object. 
Even in that case, however, the balance of prohibition is in favour 
of the acceptance of the new tariff. 

“Supposing, therefore, that the tariff passes into law on the 
23rd of March, it will only remaifii for the Federal Council to 
decide upon the date of its application, which, it may be taken 
for granted, will be early in April. 

“Thereupon, British goods while continuing to benefit by the 
conventional duties to which Switzerland is bound in virtue, for 
example, of the Franco-Swiss Treaty, will in all other categories 
be subjected to those comprised in the new Swiss Tariff. Now 
it is unfortunately the case that, while whole wool goods (see 
particularly No. 332 of the tariff) are included in the before- 
mentioned Conventional Tariff, mixed wool and cotton goods 
‘have no place in it, and are accordingly liable to the highest duty 
imposed upon either of their component substances, as “explained 
in the note inserted under the heading to Chapter XIV., that on 
woollen tissues being in fact 70 francs. 

“T understand that considerable dissatisfaction is felt at this 
prospect among Swiss importers of woollen goods, and that a 
meeting will be held shortly at Olten to protest against the 
application of the increased rates.” 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


Note-—Quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. France = 9,55. 
According to the Feuille Federale Suisse of the 18th February 
last, the following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Swiss Customs Tariff had been given by the Swiss 
Customs authorities during the month of January :— 
Colours for butter and cheese.—Category 9. Duty, 10 francs 
per quintal, 
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In Category 9a, “bichloride of mercury” is to be added after 
“ corrosive sublimate.” 

Mineral waters, natural or artificial, even with labels certifying 
their use as medicines.—Category 10. Duty, 3 francs per 
quintal. 

Ferruginous albumen (albuminated iron).—Categories 11 and 
12. Duties, from 40 francs to 100 francs per quintal. 

“ Krankenheil water ” in original flasks, which, according to the 
Customs decisions given in the month of August 1887, and 
published on pp. 358-9 of the Board of Trade Journal for 
October last, was included in Category 12, is now taken out of 
that category. 

“Pasta mack” for perfuming baths.-Category 13a. Duty, 
30 franes per quintal. 

Ammoniacal sulphate of copper (for use in destroying mildew). 
—Category 16. Duty, 30 centimes per quintal. 

In the note attached to Category 17, “acetate of lead” (Saturn 
salts) should be inserted in the place of “pyrolignite of lead,” 
which is taken out. 

Carthamine (Safflor Carmin).—Category 33. Duty, 7 franes 
per quintal. 

Soda-water bottles, &c., with moulded inscription —Category 
44, Duty, 3 francs 50 centimes per quintal. 


Boards sawn to desired dimensions, not planed, for packing 
cases and casks, as, for example, soap or candle boxes, cases or 
casks for chicory, starch, &c., and generally for dry goods, these 
cases or casks having the usual dimensions of common packages 
(exterior) in which these articles are sent by railway or waggons. 
—Category 61. Duty, 1 franc 50 centimes per quintal. 

In Category 61, the words “of wood not planed” are added 
after “common material for packing.” 


Boards, without iron-work, prepared for a fixed use (with the 
exception of boards not planed for common packing cases and 
casks) even partly jointed, such as small cases, boxes, &c. (chocolate 
cases, cigar boxes, &c.).—-Category 62. Duty, 4 francs per quintal. 


Small cases of wood, planed or not, imported joined or not, 
when they have iron-work only of wire (hinges, fastening hooks, 
&c.).—Category 64. Duty, 15 francs per quintal. 

Fire-escapes, painted, together with the car on which they are 
supported, are taken out of Category 65 and included in Category 
105. Duty, 4 franes per quintal. 

Under Category 94, only finished parts, such as organ pipes, 
keys, mouth-pieces, bows, bridges, and other similar articles, ready 
for mounting, and which cannot be used for other purposes, can 
pay duty as “detached parts of musical instruments.” On the 
other hand, pieces, such as cases, frames, jointings, &c., having 
only the character of accessories, and which can be used for 
other purposes, as well as articles of wood or metal used for 
making parts of musical instruments, must pay duty according to 
material of which composed and according to quality. 
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Steel wire, flat, for making watch springs.—Category 125. 
Duty, 4 franes per quintal. 

Articles of cast iron, common, unworked although dressed 
with acid—Category 126. Duty, 2 francs 50 centimes per 
quintal. 

Tron tubes covered with brass.—Category 137. Duty, 3 francs 
per quintal. 

Asphalted ‘cardboard (bituminous cardboard) is taken out of 
Category 185 and included in Category 268. Duty, 5 francs 
per quintal. 

**Thorley’s food for cattle.’—Category 216. Duty, 2 francs 
50 centimes per quintal. 

Orange wine (liqueur made with wine, beet-sugar, and 
oranges).—Category 256. Duty, 16 francs per quintal. 

In Category 269 the words “not weighing more than 25 
grammes per sq. metre” are added after “ sized or not.” 

Cardboard of wood-pulp with designs in relief, even if coloured. 
—Category 273. Duty, 4 franes per quintal. 


TURKEY. 
The Admission of Bulgarian Products. 


With reference to the notice on p. 69 of the Board of Trade 
Journal for January last, containing an extract from the Moniteur 
Belge of the 24th December, to the effect that the products of 
Bulgaria, and wines can now pass freely into Turkey without 
being subject to any tax, a report, dated the 10th February last, 
has been received from Mr. N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Sofia, stating that on inquiry at the Foreign 
Ministry that day he was informed that negotiations are in 
progress in Constantinople for the entry into Turkey of Balgarian 
products on payment of a transit duty only, but that at present 
wine is the only native article of Bulgaria that is allowed to pass 
into Turkey subject only to transit duty of 1 per cent. if destined 
for re-exportation. 


BULGARIA, 
Increase of Customs Duty on Importation of Salt. 


A despatch, dated the 13th January last, has been received from 
Mr. N. kh. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at 
Sofia, transmitting a note verbale which he had received from the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating that on the 17th of Decem- 
ber last the National Assembly decided to raise the Customs 
duty on salt from 6 to 11 francs per 100 okas, and to raise 
proportionately the duty on salt in depot. 
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PERU. 


Increase in the Import Duty for Currency Purposes. 


A despatch, dated the 2nd January last, has been received from 
Col. C. E. Mansfield, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lima, enclosing 
copy and translation of a decree of the Peruvian Government, 
dated the 21st December last, imposing an additional duty upon 
all articles liable to duty imported into Peru. The following is a 
copy of the translation in question :— 


«* Art. 1, That 10 per cent. of the import duties collected in 
the Custom houses of the Republic be devoted to redeeming the 
paper currency, instead of the amount of 5 per cent. hitherto 
levied with that object. 

“ The aforesaid 10 per cent. shall be collected in silver soles, 
and |he amount transmitted weekly by the Customs authorities 
to the Committee for Burning, to be applied to calling in bank 
notes of the value of 1 to 20 soles, according to the provisions 
of this decree. 

* Art. 2, That, with the object of redeeming the paper cur- 
rency, and, moreover, at the request of the trading community, 
an additional duty of 5 per cent. be levied on merchandise 
imported in the Republic from the date of publication of this 
decree, such duties to be collected in bank notes destined to be 
burnt, as stipulated in the decree of October 28th, 1886, and the 
existing laws. 

* Art. 3. Besides the additional 5 per cent. duty above stated, 
that 40 per cent. of the import duties, general, local, and municipal 
taxes be levied in bank notes from 1 to 20 soles, as desired by the 
trading community in the resolutions of the meeting held by 
them. 


« Art. 4. That the calling-in of bank notes ranging in value 
from 1 to 20 soles referred to in Art. 1 be carried on at the rate 
fixed by the Minister of Finance, taking as a base that settled by 
the managing committee of the Stock Exchange on the first day 
of each month, considering their average market value during the 
past month. 

“ That portion of the import collected at the Custom houses in 
bank notes shall follow the above-mentioned rate. 

“ Art. 5. That in the daily exchange of bank notes for silver 
persons presenting sums under 150 soles shall be preferred. At 
the end of every month the committee shall tender for sealed 
proposals to exchange the remaining surplus, agreeing to accept 
the most favourable terms offered, that is to say, such as propose 
the largest amount of notes for each silver sole. 

“ Art. 6. That the notes called in in the manner above stated, 


and those collected at the Custom house, shall be burnt, as pro- 
vided in the foregoing stipulations, 
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“ Art. 7. That the Committee for Burning shall submit for the 
approval of the Government, within eight days, the heads of 
the regulations concerning the execution of the foregoing 
provisions. 

* Art 8. That, for a period of six months, bar silver destined to 
coin money as fractions of the silver sole shall be exempted from 
coinage dues.” 

Col. Mansfield, with reference to this subject, says :— 

“ The above measure has reference to a crisis in connexion with 
the paper money which has come to a head within the last few 
weeks. 

“The vast mass of paper currency in this country was originally 
issued some 13 years since by banks and other undertakings 
under Government sanction, and was adopted by the latter asa 
legal tender, but never possessed the character of a forced 
currency. 

“ At first the notes circulated at par, but soon fell to a discount, 
while the most serious blow to the paper was dealt during the 
occupation of the Chilians, who refused the notes except at a 
much lower rate than the current exchange. 

“For the last 20 months the notes have been steadily depre- 
ciating, panics occurring periodically, which always resulted in a 
permanent fail. 

“A few weeks since, in consequence of some irregular pro- 
ceedings upon the part of the Prefect of Callao, the Minister of 
Finance wrote to remind him that the paper is not a forced 
currency ; the letter was published and the alarm became so 
general that the notes were rejected in all smaller trading 
transactions. 

“ Things have gone from bad to worse, this enormous mass of 
paper money has now practically no value, and the confusion is 
considerable ; some slight disturbances, even attended with loss of 
life, have taken place in Lima, there are whole districts in the interior 
where no specie exists in this capital there is an inadequate 
supply of fractional coin, the loss to many classes will be extreme, 
while it is impossible for the Government to make much way in 
exchanging notes for silver or in any degree check the ruin which 
is imminent.” 


MADAGASCAR, 


Customs Tariff. 


The French Annales du Commerce Extéricur for the month of 
November last, state that the treaties concluded with the Hova 
Government fix the duties to be collected on imports into and 
exports trom Madagascar ata maximum of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
For a certain number of articles, however, the duty of 10 per cent. 
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ad valorem has been temporarily replaced by specific duties, as 
shown in the following table :— 


Classification of Articles. 


PROVISIONAL Export Duttes. 


Rates of Duty. 


Empty sacks 
Bones” - - 
Beans - 
Wax 
Coffee 
Glass jars (large) 
Do., small - 
Fish, salted - 
Gum copal 


Ginger - - 
Hides, salted and tanned 
Horns - - 
Caoutchoue 

Lard - - 


Lentils - 
Mats, common - 
Do. fine - 
Meat, salted - 


Maize - 
Tapioca - - 
Potatoes - 
Rice - - 


De. in the husk 
Straw hats - 
Starch - 
Saffron - 
Tallow - 


Tobacco, unmanufactured 


Do., manufactured 


Oxen - 

Pigs 
Kids - 
Turkeys - - 
Geese 
Wild ducks - 
Ducks 
Poultry - - 
Guinea fowls 
Moor-hens - 
Batatas - 

Rafia - - 
Kid and sheep skins 
Eggs - 
Sugar 


Per hundred 


Per 100 kilos. 


” 


” 
” 
Per dozen 
” 
Per 100 kilos. 
Per hundred 
” 
Per 100 kilos. 
” 
” 
Per hundred 


Each 
Per barrel 


| Per 100 kilos. 


Per hundred 
Per 100 kilos. 


” 
Per head 


” 
Per dozen. 


” 
Per 100 kilos. 


10 °/, ad valorem. 


Fr. Cts. 
2°50 
0°50 
3°00 

20°00 

16°00 


—) 
S 


= 


— 


> 


10°), ad valorem. 
Per 100 kilos. 


1°00 


UniTep STATEs. 


Customs Decisions, 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff, and the application of the Customs Law 
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of the United States, were given by the United States Govern- 
ment during the month of January last :— 

Certain wire coverings for bottles, made of iron wire so doubled 
and irregularly twisted together as to cover the bottle and hold 
the cork in its place, are held to be dutiable at the rates pre- 
scribed in Schedule C. (T. I, 182) for “iron or steel wire 
nettings, made in meshes of any form,’—that is to say, at a 
certain rate according to the size of the wire, and, in addition 
to such rate, 2 cents per pound. 

Certain mechanical trumpeters, consisting of figures about 
four feet high, representing and dressed in the uniforms of 
trumpeters which, by means of clockwork, are capable of sound- 
ing eight cavalry calls, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 
35 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule N, 
(T. I., 425) for “ toys.” 

Steel bars which have been bent at right angles so as to 
constitute the article commercially known as “steel angles,” are 
held to be dutiable ai the rate of 1} cents per pound, under the 
provision in Schedule C. (T. I., 178) for “steel angles.” 

An article called “ Revalenta Arabica,” and known as “Du 
«“ Barry’s Delicious Revalenta Arabica Food for Invalids and 
“ Tnfants,” put up in tin cans with wrappers on the outside of 
each, and recommended to the public as etficacious in dyspepsia, 
diarrhea, kidney diseases, dropsy, rheumatism, gout, &c., is held 
to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule A. (T. I, 99) for “ proprietary prepara- 
tions.” 

It is held that the provisions in the free list (T. I., 636) and 
in Schedule A. (T. I, 94) for “bulbs and bulbous roots” apply 
more particularly to those which are medicinal in their nature, 
and that bulbs and bulbous roots of flowering plants, not 
medicinal, are dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent., under the 
provision in Schedule N. (T. I., 405) for “ bulbs and bulbous 
“ yoots, not medicinal, and not specially enumerated or provided 

Dried flowers and grasses which have been bleached by the 
use of chloride of lime are held to be dutiable at the rate of 
10 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule A. 
(T. L., 94) for “all flowers which have been advanced in value or 
“ condition by refining or grinding, or by other process of 
manufacture.” 

Certain so-called “ waste rubber,’ which upon investigation is 
found to consist of strips and pieces of old rubber boots and 
shoes, which have been torn apart so as to destroy their identity, 
is held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule N. (T. IL, 454) for “articles 
** composed of india-rubber, not specially enumerated or provided 
“ for in this Act.” 

Straw pulp, for paper-makers’ use, is held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M. 
(T. 1, 393) for “pulp, dried, for paper-makers’ use,” such straw 
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pulp not being the pulp of the “ Esparto or Spanish grass, and 
other grasses ” which is specified in the free list (T. I., 691). 

Certain earthenware crucibles manufactured of white clay are 
held to be dutiable at the rate of 55 per cent. ad valorem, under 
the provision in Schedule B. (T. I., 127) for “all other earthen, 
stone, and crockery ware, white, glazed, or edged, composed of 
“ earthy or mineral substances, not specially enumerated or 
“ provided for.” 

Brown sandstone which has been hewn or cut straight, but not 
smooth, the stones being squared on the sides and faces which are 
parallel, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provision in Schedule N. (T. IL, 487) for 
“ stone, hewn, dressed, or polished.” 

No allowance for freshness, moisture, or dampness can be made 
on imported cigars unless the dampness is in the nature of a 
damage, and upon application being made for an allowance. of 
damage in the manner prescribed by law and the regulations of 
the Treasury Department. 

Oil of mace (not the oil of mace of commerce, but the essential 
oil of nutmegs), oil of eucalyptus, oil of geranium, and oil of 
patchouli, which were returned by the experts of the Customs as 
essential oils, and which are not enumerated by name in the 
Tariff Acts, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. 
ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule A. (T. I., 92) for 
“all preparations known as essential oils by whatever name 
known,” 

Certain gelatine sheets, claimed by the importer to consist of 
paper and gelatine, but which upon investigation were found to 
be thin transparent sheets made wholly of gelatine, and containing 
neither paper nor cellulose, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 
30 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule A. 
(T. I, 3) for “ gelatine and all similar preparations.” 

Cancelled foreign stamps imported through the mails under the 
Postal Union Conventions are not subject to seizure as illegal 
importations, inasmuch as they are considered to be printed matter 
within the meaning of that term as used in the said conventions; 
and such merchandise may, upon importation, be delivered to 
the owner or importer upon the payment of the proper duties. 

It is held that fans imported from Japan, and which are 
exported from the United States in substantially the same con- 
dition as imported, excepting that there have been printed upon 
the paper portion of each fan the name and address of some 
business establishment for advertising purposes, are not entitled to 
a drawback of the duties paid on importation. 

Certain so-called “ coverings” for jewellers’ scales, which consist 
of the platforms or stands for the scales, constructed with drawers 
to contain the scales, beam, shafts, and weights, for portable con- 
venience, and which are made of fine polished wood and brass, and 
are a necessary part of such scales, and cannot be put to use 
without them, are held to be indispensable portions of the scales, 
and to be dutiable as part and parcel thereof, and not to be 
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exempt from duty under the provisions of section 7 of the Act of 
March 3, 1883, as “ charges ” or “ coverings.” 

So-called “dram-bottles,” which are manufactured of glass, 
metal, and leather, are held to be dutiable at the date of 45 per 
cent. ad valorem, either as manufactures in part of metal or in part 
of ’glass, under the provisions in Schedule B ('T. L, 143) or 
Schedule C (T. I., 216). 


Decisions of the Conference of Local Appraisers. 


The report of the Conference of Local Appraisers held at 
New York from January 9th to January 19th last, inclusive, on the 
classification of imported merchandise, which was issued on the 
31st January last, is prefaced by the following remarks :— 

“Conferences of local appraisers are held at New York for 
the purpose of obtaining, as far as possible, uniform practice 
among the appraisers at the various ports in the advisory 
cassification of imported merchandise reported upon by Customs 
officers. 

* The conclusions of these conferences will not be considered as 
operative as far as they conflict with existing rulings of the 
Department, but such rulings will continue to be followed until 
specifically rescinded or modified. 

« An exception may, however, be made in cases where fhe con- 
ference recommends a higher rate of duty than that held to be 
applicable by previous rulings of the Department, inasmuch as it 
is desired to have the opinions of the Board authoritatively passed 
upen by the Department, which can only be done on protest and 
appeal from the decision of a Collector on an actual importation. 

“In cases where the report of the conference conflicts with the 
classification deemed applicable by the Customs officials at any 
particular port, the higher of the two rates should be assessed, as 
this will also tend to bring such questions before the Department, 
by protest and appeal, for official determination.” 

The following is a précis of the most important decisions of the 
conference on questions submitted to their consideration on the 
classification of imported articles on the Customs tariff :— 

Stained glass Windows for Churches—The conference was of 
the unanimous opinion that stained glass windows of simple 
geometrical design and other designs which do not represent the 
human figure are not entitled to free entry as works of art ; but 
when such windows are representations of the human face or figure 
they should be treated as works of art, and should be free, under 
T. L, new, 759, without distinction as to value. 

Ribbed Cylinder Glass, unpolished.—It is the unanimous opinion 
of the Board that such glass is properly returned as unpolished 
cylinder glass, under ‘I’. I., new, 138. 

Mariners’ Compasses.—The Board of Appraisers are unanimously 
of the opinion that mariners’ compasses manufactured of glass and 
metal would be properly classified at 45 per cent., under T, L, 
new, 216. 
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Steel Sheets designated as “ Black Taggers.”—Certain sheets 
imported in quantities at New York and Boston, and claimed by 
importers to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem, 
under T.I., 151, as “black taggers,” proved on chemical analysis 
to be composed wholly of steel. A careful study of the law 
convinced the Board that the sheets in question should be classified 
under T.I., new, 177, according to value, and when cold-rolled, 
should pay the quarter of a cent. per pound additional provided 
for in the Act. 

Forgings of Iron and Steel.—The Board is unanimously of the 
opinion that a forging, to be used as a portion of a locomotive 
entered as a forging for locomotives, should be placed under 
T. L, new, 167, 24 cents per pound, 

Woollen Dress Goods.—Certain woollen dress goods for women 
and children, and containing from 2 to 10 per cent. of cotton, 
should, in the unanimous opinion of the Board, be returned as 
dutiable at 9 cents per square yard and 40 per cent. ad valorem, 
since the cotton was introduced into the guods for the special 
purpose of changing classification. 

Flannel, Shirting-flannel, and Ladies’ Cloths —The Board calls 
the especial attention of the appraising officers of the United 
States to the fact that under-valuation of flannel dress goods and 
skirting-flannels, also of light-weight “ladies’ cloths,” is being 
practiced to a very great degree, and makes the following further 
remarks on the subject :— 

“ This class of goods has been coming in in great quantities 
during the past few months. ; 

“The appraiser at New York has recently advanced some 
importations 70 per cent. 

“ Advances have been made from 20 per cent. to 70 per cent., 
and the advance sustained upon re-appraisement. 

“Even the low grades of shirting-flannels, invoiced as low as 
50 pf., have been found to have been under-valued. The medium 
and finer grades require strictest investigation, as a systematic 
attempt to under-value seems to be prevailing.” 

Watch-jewels, set and unset.—-It is the opinion of the Board that 
watch-jewels not set are properly classified as “precious stones 
unset” at 10 per cent., under 480 T.I., new, and when set, 
returned as “ parts of watches” for duty at 25 per cent., under 
494 T. L, new, and ‘Treasury Department decision of October 11, 
1883. 


Coal-scuttles, Bellows, &ce.——Coal-scuttles, bellows, fire-screens, 
fenders, shovels, tongs, shovel-rests, umbrella-stands, &c., are 
not recognised as “house furniture,” all of them being largely 
or entirely made of metal or brass, and are classified for duty 
under T. I., new, 216, at 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Anthracite Coal.—It is the opinion of the Board that any coal 


containing bitumen to any degree is not entitled to free entry 
under paragraph 673, T. I., new. 
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CANADA, 


Customs Duty on Veneers of Wood. 


The following is a copy of an order of the Governor-General 
in Council, dated the 26th December 1887, respecting the rate 
of Customs duty to be levied on veneers of wood, which was 
published in the Canada Gazette of the 14th January last :— 

“ Veneers of wood, shaved or cut with a knife direct from the 
log, not planed or otherwise smoothed or manufactured in any 
way, shall be classed and rated for duty under item number 153 
of the Schedule of Customs duties, Act 50 & 51 Victoria, chap. 39, 
at the rate of ten per centum ad valorem, 

“This order to take effect on and from the date hereof, and to 
remain in force until the end of the next succeeding session of the 
Parliament of Canada, unless sooner repealed.” 


Canal Tariff. 


By an Order in Council of the Canadian Government the tariff 
of tolls on the canals of the Dominion is modified so as to place 
steel, which has hitherto been charged 20 cents per ton, in the 
same category as iron, making the charge thereon 15 cts. 
per ton. 


TRINIDAD. 


Increased Export Duties on Asphalt or Pitch. 


Mr, H. J. Clark, Government Statistician at Trinidad, in a 
communication dated the 4th February last, states that, by 
Ordinance No. 1 of 1888, on and from the Ist February 1888, the 
export duties on asphalt or pitch have been increased as 
follows :— 

Crude or raw asphalt, increased from 2s. to 5s. per ton, 

Liquid asphalt or pitch, increased from 2s, to 5s, per ton. 

Epurée, or boiled asphalt or pitch, increased from 4s, to 7s. 6d. 
per ton. 


Britisuo Honpuras. 


Customs Duties on Imports. 


By an Ordinance of the 14th October 1886, a further duty ot 
24 per cent. was added to the previous duty of 15 per cent. 
ad valorem on importation into British Honduras of confectionery, 
jewellery, plate, and perfumery, and to the duty of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem on all unenumerated goods. This additional duty has 
since been repealed by an Ordinance passed on the 19th December 
last, 


77 
| 
| 
| 
fi, 
} 
fi 
i 
— 


‘TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 259 


GAMBIA, 


Excise Duty on Palm Wine imported into the Island of 
Saint Mary. 


By an Ordinance, passed on the 1st December last, all palm 
wine imported into or made, sold, or consumed in the Island of 
Saint Mary is to pay the sum of 9d. per Imperial gallon, or 
11 lbs. gross weight taken as an equivalent thereto. 


Additional Customs Duties. 


By an Ordinance, passed on the 1st December last, certain 
Customs duties have been levied upon certain goods hitherto 
exempt. The following is a statement of the duties in question :— 
Oil, other than kerosine, and turps, 6d. per gallon. Lard, 6d, per 
gallon, or 9 lbs. weight taken as equivalent thereof. Rice, 6d. per 
ewt, of 112 lbs. On all articles not subject to a specific duty, 
except such as are comprised in the following list of exemptions, 
Customs duties will be levied at the rate of 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. Free list :—Articles of every description imported for 
the use of Her Majesty’s army and navy, and for the use of the 
Colonial Government. Bulbs and roots, seeds of all kinds, shrubs 
and trees imported for planting, bullion, ccin, coal, patent fuel, 
fruit of all kinds, not in sugar or syrup or otherwise preserved, 
ice, live stock, poultry, game, and fresh meat of all kinds, not 
preserved in any way, printed books and pamphlets, scientific 
and surgical instruments and apparatus, specimens of natural 
history, mineralogy, or botany, turtle and fresh fish, not preserved 
in any way. 

Hitherto the only articles on which import dutics have been 
levied in Gambia have been beer, wine, spirits, tobacco, sugar, gun- 
powder, firearms, colah nuts, kerosine oil, and salt, 


St. VINCENT 
Modification of certain Import Duties, 

A communication, dated the 3rd March last, has been received 
from the Colonial Office, enclosing copy of an Ordinance of the 
Legislative Council of St. Vincent, dated the 19th January last, 
modifying the duties imposed on certain articles imported into 
St Vincent as follows :-— 

The import duty on corn and grain is raised from 3d. to 44d. 
per bushel, and on kerosine oil from 1d. to 24d. per gallon. The 
duty on long cigars is lowered from 3s. to 1s. per lb, Dogs are 
removed from the free list and charged an import duty of 10s. 
each. The changes took effect from the 31st December last. 
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V.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


The following is a statement showing the rates of import duty hitherto 
levied in Italy upon metals, unwrought and wrought, earthenware and 
porcelain, glass and glasswares, hides and skins, indiarubber and gutta- 
percha, oils, minerals, &c., the produce and manufacture of the United 
Kingdom under the old Customs Tariff, as compared with the rates now 
levied under the new General Tariff of Italy which came into operation 
on the Ist January last. Under a commercial treaty with Austria, which 
was concluded on the 7th December last, certain reductions have been 
effected in the duties on various articles imported into Italy. These 
reductions, which have in each case been notified in the following state- 
ment, will apply to British Goods, under the most favoured nation clause. 


Metats, UNwrRouGHT AND WrouGut :—IRON AND STEEL 
(including machinery). 


OLp TARIFF. New GENERAL TARIFF. 
Rates of Duty. 
Classification. ” Classification. Rates of Duty. 
General Tariff. ment 
Lire Lire Lire 
Iron ores -| Free - -| Free - - | Free. 
» scrap,scalingsand - -]- -|100kilogs. - 1°60 
filings of iron, 
cast iron, and 
steel. 
Iron, Cast : Tron, Cast : 
Manufactured in | 100 kilogs. 4°00 | 100 kilogs. 4°00 Manufactured = in 
rough castings. rough castings : 
(1.) In articles | - 8°60 
of furniture | 
for ornament 
or for domes- 
tic use. 
(2.) In other - 5°00 
articles, 
Manufactured in » > 5°00 » = 5°00 Manufactured in 
smooth, turned, castings, planed, 
tinned, enam- turned, or worked 
elled, or japanned in any other 
castings, or with manner : 
fittings of other (1.) In articles = - 10°00 
metals. of furniture 
for ornament 
or for domes- 
tic use. 
(2.) In ‘other a - 7°00 
articles. 
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OLD TARIFF. NEW GENERAL TARIFF. 


Rates of Duty. 


Classification. Classification. Rates of Duty. 


| 
General Taviff. riff, 


Lire Lire Lire 
Iron, Cast—cont. 
Manufactured in 
castings, gar- 
nished with other 
metals, tinned, 
enamelled, &c.: 
| (1.) In articles | 100 kilogs. - *18°00 
| of furniture 
for ornament 
or for domes- 
tic use. : 


(2.) In other - 12°00 
articles. 

Raw iron in blooms 100 kilogs. 2°00 | 100 kilogs. 2°00 - - ” - 4°00 
‘(maselli) and steel 
in ingots. 


fron and steel, | Iron and __ steel, 
wrought :t | wrought 

((a.) Rolled or ham- 
| mered in bars of 
| any section : 

1.) Having a ” = 6°50 
diameter of 
more than 7 
millimetres. 


of (2) 3 ” - 750 
nan omilli- | iameter 
metres in dia- | millimetres or 
and bars | less.but more 
f any dimen- | than 5 milli- 
sions, | L metres. 
| 
| 


@ (3.) Having a ” - 9°00 
diameter of 5 | 
millimetres or 
less (exclud- 
ing wire). 


(4.) Rolled orham- 

mered in wire : 

Rods of 5 milli-| 5 - 8°00 » = 8°60 (1) Having aj, - 12°00 
metres or less in | diameter of | 
diameter or width, from 1} up to 
also wire. | 5 millimetres. 


| 
| (2.) Having a - 15°00 
diameter of 


1} millimetres 
L or less. 


| (c.) In plates and 

| sheets: | 

In plates and sheets | £62 » 4°62 (1.) Of 4 milli- - 7°00 
of 4 millimetres | metres and 
or more in thick- above in thick- 
ness, ness. 


up to 4 milli- 
metres in thick- 
Sheets of less than | 8°00 ness. 
4 millimetres in | 
thickness, | (3.) Of 14 milli- | is - 12°00 
| metres in thick- 


| 

| 

((2.) Of above 13 ” - 10°00 
| millimetres and 
| 


| ness and less. 


* * Under the Austro-Italian Treaty, lamps with or without ornaments of zinc will pay a duty of 18 lire 
per 100 kilogrammes, and burners will pay a duty of 75 lire per 100 kilogrammes. 

+ Under this heading are included iron and steel simply rolled or forged, every subsequent operation 
causing the iron and steel to be classed as manufactured (di seconda fabbricazione) to which category 
iron forgings of less than 1 kilog. in weight are referred if they have received any finish which justifies this 
treatment. Rolled or wrought iron for the construction of waggons, bridges, machinery, or buildings, 
when not drilled or otherwise worked, is classed under the present heading, in which annealed plates are 
alsocomprised. Plates cut (not simply filed) for a special use pay 1 lire of duty more than uncut plates. 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


OLD TARIFF. 


NEw GENERAL TARIFF. 


Classification. 


Rates of Duty. 


General Tariff. 


Conventional 
Tari 


‘ariff. 


Classification, 


Rates of Duty. 


Tron wrought 


—cont. 

Tubes of 4 milli- 
metres in thick- 
ness or less, 


Forged in anchors, 
axle-trees, anvils, 
and other rough 
articles, 


Rails of iron and 
steel. 


Wire gauze 


Tron and steel of second 
fabrication. 
(Manufactured 
articles.) 
(a.) Made _ princi- 
pally of thick iron 
and steel : 


Plain - > 


With fittings of 
other materials. 


100 kilogs. 8°00 


” 


20°00 


14°00 | 


100 kilogs. 8°00; 


700 


11°80 


14°00 


Iron and steel, wrought 
—cont. 
(d.) In tubes. 

(1.) Of plate iron 
of the thickness 
of 4 millimetres 
and above. 

(2.) Of above 14 
millimetres and 
up to 4 milli- 
metres in thick- 


ness. 
(3.) Of 14 milli- 

metres in thick- 

ness and less, 


Forged or cast_in 
anchors, axles, 
anvils, and other 

rough manufac- 
tures— 

(a.) Weighing 50 
kilogs. or more. 

Weighing less 
than 50 kilogs. 


Iron and steel of 
second fabrication. 
(Manufactured 

articles.) 
(a.) princi- 

pally of thick iron 

and steel : 
((1.) In articles 
planed, filed, 
turned,drilled, 
&c.onasmall 
part of their 
superficies 
only. 


(2.) In articles 
planed, filed, 
turned, drilled, 
&e. on the 
whole or a 
large part of 
their super- 
ficies. 


(3.) In articles | 
tinned, coated) 
with lead or 
zine, and var- 

nished. 


(4.) In articles 
oxidised, ena- 
melled,nickel- 
led, or lac- 
quered, gar- 
nished with 
other metals, 
or combined 
with glass or 
ceramic pro- 
ducts. | 


100 kilogs, - 


Lire 
12°00 


15°00 


10°00 
12°00* 


6°00t 


As the wire of which 
composed with 15 
lire per 100 kilogs, 
additional. 


10°50 


13°50 


15°50 


20°00 


* Under the Austro-Italian Treaty, nails of iron or steel will pay a duty of 10 lire per 100 kilogrammes. 
+ Only iron shaped in sections adopted by railways can enter as rails; and further, the section must he 


the same throughout for the whole length of the bar (sbarrc). 
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Classification. 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


OLD TARIFF, 


| Rates of Duty. 


NEw GENERAL TARIFF. 


| General Tariff, 


Conventional 
Tariff, 


Classification. Rates of Duty, 


Tron and steel of second 
fabrication—cont. 
Made _ princi- 
pally of thin iron 
and steel : 


Plain - 


With fittings of 
other materials, 


Sheet or plate iron 
coated with tin, 
zinc, or lead: 


Unmanufactured 


Manufactured; also 
with fittings of 
other metals, 


Lire 


100 kilogs 11°80 


” 14°69 


| 
| 


Lire 


100 kilogs, 11°80 


14°00 


” 10°75 


Lire 
princi- 100 kilogs. - 15°5¢ 
pally of thick iron | 
and steel : 

((1.) In articles 
planed, filed, 
turned, drilled 
&c.on.asmall | 
part of their | 
superficies 

only. 


(2.) In articles 
4 planed, filed, 
turned, drilled, 
&e. on the 
whole or a 
large part of 
their super-: 
ficies, and in 
articles tinned, 
coated with 
lead or zine, 
and varnished. 


(3.) In articles 2 
oxidised, ena- 
melled,nickel- 
led, lac- 
quered, gar- 
nished with 
other metals, 
or combined 
with glass or 
ceramic pro- 
duets, 


30°06 


Iron plates or sheets 
coated with zinc, 
lead, or simply gal- 
vanized : 

(a.) Plain: 

(1.) Above 13 - 
millimetres in 
thickness. 

(2) milli- - 15°0 
metres in 
thickness and 


less. 
Worked (lavo- 
vate) : 


(1.) In plain ss - 
articles made of 
plates above 12 
millimetres in 
thickness.* 

(2.) In plain 
articles made of 
plates of 13 milli- 
metres in thick- 
ness and less,* 


(3.) In articles - 
combined with 
other materials, 
the plates being | 
above 13 milli- 
metres in thick- | 
ness. | 


(4.) In articles - 25° 
combined with | 

other materials, 

the plates being 

of 13 millimetres 

in thickness or | 

less. 


18°06 


19°00 


21°00 


23°01 


* Corrugated sheets are included under these headings. 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF 


OLD TARIFF. 


Classification. 


Sheet or plate iron 
coated with tin, zinc, 
or lead : 

Unmanufactured - 


Manufactured ; also 
with fittings of 
other metals. 


Steel: 
Tempered, 
and rods. 


in bars 


Tempered, in wire - 
Springs of any kind - 
Other manufactures- 


Tools and_ imple- 
ments: 


Scythes and sickles 


For arts and trades, 
and for agricul- 
ture of iron or 
steel or of iron 
and steel com- 
bined, not other- 
wise specified. 


Cutlery : 

Knives for arts and 
trades and knives 
with wooden 
handles, not orna- 
mented. 


Rates of Duty, 


General Conventional 
Tariff, Tariff, 
Lire Lire 


100 kilogs. 10°75 


16°00 
” 10°00 
10°00 
15°00 
25°00 
14°00 
14°09 
” 16°00 


100 kilogs, 10°75 


16°00 


(a) 
100 kilogs, 15°00 


” 25°00 


” 10°00 
” 12°00 


OF ITALY. 


Classification, 


Iron plates or sheets 
coated with tin, | 
copper, or only oxi- 
dised : 
(a.) Plain: 
(1.) Above 1} milli- 
metres in thick- 
ness, 


(2.) 14 millimetres 
in thickness and 
less. 


Worked (Javo- 
rate): | 
(1.) In plain 
articles made of 
plates above 13 


millimetres in | 
thickness.* 
(2.) In plain | 


articles made of | 
plates of 14 milli- 
metres in thick- | 
ness and less.* 


(3.) In articles 
combined with 
other materials, 
the plates being 
above 14 milli- , 
metres in thick- | 
ness. 


(4.) In articles 
combined with | 
other materials, | 
the plates being 
of 14 millimetres 
in thickness and 
less. | 


Tools and imple- | 
ents : 
{a.) Common: 


(1) Hatchets, 
ploughs, ordinary | 
agricultural im- | 
plements, spades, | 
&e. | 

(2.) Ditto,polished, | 
varnished, coated | 
with zine, lead, 
galvanized, cop- 
pered, tinned, 
even partly gar- 
nished with other 
metals, but | 
neither lacquer- 
ed, enamelled, 
nor burnished. 


NEW GENERAL TARIFF. 


Rates of Duty. 


Lire 


109 kilogs, « 


i4°60 
- 18°09 
- 20°00 
22°00 
” 24°00 
= 26°00 
” 12°00 
15°00 
- 18°00 
- 13°50f 
18°5 


* Corrugated sheets are included under these headings. 


+ Under the Austro-Italian Treaty, scythes and sickles will pay a duty of 1 
(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff, the duty of the general 


2 lire per 100 kilogrames. 
tariff therefore applies, 
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Classification. 


Tools and implements 
—cont, 


Guns, complete - 


» parts of - 


Pistols and revolvers, 
complete. 


” ”» parts of 


Sabres and 


swords, 
mounted. 


Needles and pins - 


Machinery : | 
Fixed engines with 


OLD TaRIFr. 


General Tariff. 


Hundred 600°00 
100 kilogs.200°00 


Hundred 350°00 


| 
| 100 kilogs.700°00 


Hundred 200 00 


| 100 kilogs. 66°00 
| 


100 kilogs. 8°00 


or without boilers. | 


Rates of Duty. 


As 


Conventional 
ariff. 


Lire 


(a) 
manufac- 
tures of the 
metal of which 
composed. 


(a) 
As manufae- 
tures of the 
metal! of which 
composed. 


(a) 


100 kilogs. 60°00 


100 kilogs. 6°00 


NEW GENERAL TARIFF. 


Classification. 


Tools and implements 

—cont, 
(3.) Ditto, en- 
amelled, lac- 
quered, oxidised, 
but _not ur- 
nished, hardware 
(mercerie) 
cluded. 


Fine: 

(1.) Burnishing 
sticks, chasing 
tools, _gilders’, 
carpenters’, far- 
riers’, hair- 
dressers’,  prin- 
ters’, and other 
artizans’ tools, 
&e. 


(2.) Ditto, en- 
amelled, lac- 
quered, oxidised, 
but not _bur- 
nished, hardware 
(mercerie) ex- 
cluded, 


100 kilogs. 


(c.) Files and rasps : 

(1.) Having from 
1 to 10 cuttings 
measured at 
right angles 
malmente) to 
the cuttings. 


(2.) From 11 to 20 
cuttingsimeasured 
as above. 


(8.) Having 21 or 
more cuttings 
measured as 
above. 


Hundred 
100 kilogs. 


Hundred 


- - - | 100 kilogs, 


Articles of iron and ; 100 kilogs. 
steel, burnished. 


Machinery : 

(a.) Steam engines, 
jixed or semi-fixed 
with or without 
boilers. 


Rates of Duty. 


Lire 
20°00 


17°50 


22°00 


14°00 


16°00 


20°00 


800°00 
300°00 


350 00 


700° 00 


80°00 


100°00 


12°00 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff, the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


Op TARIFF. New GENERAL TARIFF. 
Rates of Duty. 
Classification. ? Classification, Rates of Duty, 
General Tariff. 
Lire Lire 
Steam boilers, sepa- | 100 kilogs, 10°00 | 100 kilogs. 8°00 (4.) Boilers 
rate, of sheet iron (1.) Multitubular 100 kilogs. - 14°00 
or steel, with or 
without heating (2.) Allother  - = 12°00 
apparatus. 
Hydraulic motor 8°00 6°00 (c.) Prime motors - 10°00 
machines. by water or wind 
power and_hy- 
draulic machinery. 
d.) Locomotive ” - 14°00 
without tenders. | 
| | 
Locomotives, tenders | 10°00 8°00 (e.) Tractionengines) ,, - 22°00 
included, locomo- | 
biles and marine | (f.) Marine engines | ” - 12°00 
engines, with or 
without boilers. ( (g.) Agricultural - 9°00 
machinery of all 
kinds, 
(h) Spinning| - 10°00 
machinery. | 
(i.) Machinery and |, 10°00 
| looms for weaving. | 
(j.) Machine tools | - 900 
for working wood | 
| and metals, | 
(k.) Dynamo-clectric| 30°00 
machines. 
Machinery, other 8°00 6°00} (1.) Sewing ma- 
kinds, and de- chines: 
tached parts of (L.) Without - 30°00 
machines. standandhand | 
machines. | 
(2.) Others with ,, 25°00 
stand, | 
(3.) Partsof ” - 30°00 
| (m.) Machinery not ma - 10°00 
otherwise des- | 
eribed. 
| (n.) Detached parts | ve - 11°00 
| machines. 
accessories. | | 
| | 
Apparatus for heat- | 10°00 10°00 - - | 100 kilogs, - 20°00 
ing, distilling, re- | | 
fining, 
Scientific, optical, 30°00}, 30°00 | Scientific, optical, | 
chemical, physi- | chemical, physical, | 
eal, and surgical | and surgical in- 
instruments. | struments : 
(a.) Optical, con- = 125°00 


structed in 
bronze, brass, 
and steel for 
purposes of mea- 
surement and ob- 
servation,  tele- 
scopes, lenses, &c. 
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TARIFF, NEw GENERAL TARIFF, 


Rates of Duty. 
Classification. Classification, Rates of Duty. 
General Tariff. 

ariff. 


Lire Lire Lire 
(b.) Physical, che- | 100 kilogs, + 75°00 
miecal, mechani- 
cal, not furnished 
with any optical 
instruments, or 
with graduated 
circles, 


(c.) Instruments in- - 30°00 
cluded in the 
two preceding 
categories, but 
in which iron 


prevails. 
Carding apparatus - | 100 kilogs. 30°00 (a) - ” - 75°00 
Railway waggons and Railway waggons and 
tenders : tenders : 
Goods trucks - | 9°00 | 100 kilogs. 7°00 } Goods tricks and 
Tenders | 10°00 8°00 tenders, 
| ‘ 
Passengers’ car- 15°00 13°00 | Third-class carriages - ” - *14'00 
riages. 
Second-class = ” - *16°00 
First-class » ” *19°00 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff, the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 
* Composite carriages pay the duty of the highest class. 


Metats Unwrovent anp WrovuGut :—Brass AND 


Copper ores- Free” Frees - | Free. 
Copper, brass, and | Copper, brass, and 
bronze : | bronze : | 
P Ingots, cakes, | 100 kilogs. 4°00 | 100 kilogs. 4°00 [+ « - | 100 kilogs. - 4°00 
rosettes, filings, | 
and old broken 
articles, | 
| In bars, plates and ¥s - 14°00 
} | sheets. 
Bars, foil, sheets or ” 10°00 is 10°00 | 
tubes. In tubes of any - 20°00 
| diameter. 
Wire, of any dia- | 15°00 15°00 - - - - 20°00 
meter, | 
! | 
Hammered or ‘a 15°00 15°00 - 18°00 
rolled in coarse | 
articles. In ornamental 
articles, not gilt « 75°00 
Articles not other- 25°00 | 25°00 or silvered. 
wise described, | In articles not de- ‘9 - 30°00 
| serived, 
Rods or wire, gilt | ms 100°00 | * 100°00 | - - - ‘i = 100°00 
or silvered. | 
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268 NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 
TARIFF. GENERAL TARIFF, 
Rates of Duty. 
Classification. © ae Classification. Rates of Duty. 
onventiona 
General Tariff, ariff. 
Lire Lire Lire 
Gilt and _ silvered, | 100 kilogs.100°00 | 100 kilogs. 100°00 - - ” = 100°00 
wound in threads 
of textile ma- 
terials, 
Gilt and silvered 120°00 120°00 | - - 120°6 
in other articles, 
In cylinders and! Free - - | Free - -|- - - | Free. 
engraved plates 
for printing. 
Wire gauze - | 100 kitogs. 20°00 | 100 kilogs. 20°00 | - - - | As the wire of which 


Nickel and its alloys 


Nickel and its alloys 


15 
ire per 1 llogs. 
additional. 


Free. 


100 kilogs. + 16°00 


» = 120°00 


” - 100°00 


with copper zinc with copper zinc 
(packfong) : (packfong) : 
Cubes, lumps or 4°00 4°00 - 
scrap. 
In slieets, bars and 10°00 10°00 - - - 
wire. 
In articles gilt or 
In other work - je 100°00 » 69°00 { silvered. 
In other articles - 
Metarts, UNwroucut AND WrovuGut :—LEaD. 
Lead ores (including | Free- - -| Free - - -|- 


argentiferous ore). 


Lead and its alloys 
with antimony : 

Pig and old - 

Hammered in 


sheets, also pipes. 


Printing type - 


100 kilogs. 0°50 


Lead wares, including 


shot. | 


3°00 
” 5°00 
” 5°00 


(a) 
(a) 
(a) - 
(a) 


Free. 

100 kilogs. - 0°5 
- 3°00 
” - 20°00 
” 5°00 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff, the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 


UNwrouGHr WrovuGcut:—TIN. 


Tin and its alloys with 

Jead and antimony : 
Ingots, cakes, bars, 
and old tin. | 


' 100 kilogs. 4°09 


Hammered in| » 15°00 
sheets or foil, of | 
any sort. | 
Tin wares - | 20°00 
varnished, - | 20°00 


100 kilogs. 4°00 


» 15°00] - 


20°00 - 


” 20°00 | - 


Free. 


100 kilogs. - 15°00 


” - 20°00 
- 40°00 


— 
{ 
j 
i 
} 4 
i 
a | 
4 
= 
 &§ 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
d 
| 
thi 
| 
i 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


269 


Metars, UNwrovuait AND WrovuGcut &e. 


OLD TARIFF. 


Rates 


of Duty. 


Classification. 


Zine ores 


Zine: 
In_ pigs, and old 
broken articles. 


Rolled in plates 
and sheets, 


Zine wares : 
- 


Other kinds - 


Arsenic, metallic 


Antimony, ,, 


Mercury - 


Other metals and their 
alloys not elsewhere 
mentioned : 

(a.) Ina raw state 


In articles of 
all kinds, 


General Tariff. 


Lire 


Free - 
100 kilogs. 1°00 


4°00 


1°00 
1°00 
10°00 


5°00 
100°00 


Conventional 
ariff, 


Lire 


Free - - 


100 kilogs. -1°00 
4°00 


58°00 
12°00 


(a) 
(a) 
100 kilogs. 10°00 


5°00 
100°00 


” 


New GENERAL TARIFF. 


Classification. 


Wares neither gilt or 
silvered, decorated 
or varnished. 


Wares neither gilt or 
silvered, but with 
ornaments or var- 
nish of any kind. 


Articles in aluminium 
bronze. 


Rates of Duty. 


Lire 
Free, 


Free. 
100 kilogs, £°00 


- 100°00 
15°00 


50°00 


” 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff, the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 


EARTUENWARE AND PORCELAIN. 


Bricks, tiles, drain 


pipes, &c. 


Pottery (terra cotta) : 


Square tiles or bricks, 
glazed or enamelled. 


Crucibles, oil jars, 
stoves, and similar 
coarse manufac- 
tures. 


Other wares 
specified, 


not 


Free 


| 100 kilogs, 1°10 


2°20 


” 


2°20 


” 


Free 


1°50 


Square roofing tiles 
of Marseilles and 
Paris patterns and 
hollow bricks. 


Pottery (terra cotta) : 


Statues and orna- 
mental ware. 


* Same duties levied under the Austro-Italian Treaty, 


100 kilogs. - 0°25 


1°50 


” 


3°00* 


3°00 


18°00 


| 
| | 
| 

| j -| 
| 
” 58°00 ” iad > ” 

| 

| 

} 
{ 


270 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


TARIFFs. 


Rates of Duty. 


NEW GENERAL TARIFF. 


| 
| 
| 


Classification. : Classification. * Rates of Duty. 
General Tariff. 
Lire Lire Lire 
Majolica : Majolica or wares of 
coloured clay covered 
with enamel or 
opaque varnish : 
(| Tiles, slightly | 100 kilogs. - 6°00* 
coloured, and 
| coarsestonewares. 
Coarse,or of coloured | 100 kilogs. 9°00 | 109 kilogs. 8-004 » = 
clay, with opaque id. 
varnish. | Variously coloured * - 14°00* 
4 or decorated. 
Earthenwares or wares 
of white clay : 
Fine, or of white clay ” 13°00 i 12°00 White, and fine . - 18°00 
stoneware, 
Gilt, or otherwise ‘> 20°00 » 18°00 Coloured, gilt, or * - 25°00 
decorated. otherwise deco- 
rated. 
Porcelain : 
White 18°00} 12°00 | - - 25°00F 
Gilt, or otherwise 35°00 | 32° - - 
decorated. | - 40°00f 


* Same duties levied under the Austro-Italian Treaty. _ : 
+ Under the Austro-Italian Treaty “ Porcelain white ” will pay a duty of 18 lire per 100 kilos. 
t Under the Austro-Italian Treaty. Porcelain gilt or otherwise decorated will pay a duty of 35 lire per 


100 kilogrammes. 


GLASS AND 


GLASSWARES. 


Sheet glass or crystal : 
(a.) Not polished : 


Common glass for | 


windows. 


Other -. - 


8°00 


100 kilogs. 


100 kilogs. 


Sheet glass or crystal; 
(a.) Not polished: 


Common _ glass 
for windows, 
measuring in 
length and 
breadth united : 


(1.) Less than 
120 centi- 
metres. 


(2.) From 120 
to 200 centi- 
metres. 


(3.) More than 
200 centi- 
metres, 


Other, including 
roofing an 
paving glass 
even when not 
entirely opaque. 


100 kilogs. 


9°00 


11°00 


13°00 


8°00 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


OLD TARIFFs. 


NEW GENERAL TARIFF. 


Rates of Duty. 
Classification. Classification. Rates of Daty. 
Conventiona! 
General Tariff. Tariff. 
Sheet glass or crystal Lire Lire | Sheet glass or crystal Lire 
cont. —cont. 
(%.) Polished : Polished : 
Not silvered, 
measuring in 
length and 
breadth united : 
(1.) Not more 
than 160centi-| 100 kilogs. - 22°00 
metres. 
Not silvered - | 100 kilogs, 25°00 | 100 kllogs, 20°00 
(2.) More than 
160 centi- ” 28°00 
metres. 
Mirrors framed, and 
sheets of mirror glass, 
polished and silvered 
(including weight 
of case), measurin, 
in length an 
breadth united : 
(1.) Not more ” - 40°00 
than 160 centi- 
Mirrors framed, and ” 50°00 » 85°00 metres. 
sheets of mirror glass, i 
polished and silvered (2.) More than 160 9 - 50°00 
— weight of U centimetres. 
case). 
Glass and crystal wares: 
Glass and crystalwares : 
Simpl, lown or 12°00 ” 7°00] - - 12°00 
moulded, not 
coloured, ‘ground, 
or cut, 
Coloured, tinted, cut, 18°00 11°00 | - 18°00F 
or ground. 
Enamelled, painted, 18°00 ” 11°00 - - ” - 25°00t 
gilt, silvered, or 
otherwise decorated 
Marked to indicate |Pays duty on Scientific Instruments.] - - 80°00 
measures or degrees. 
Bottles, common - | Per 100 3°00] Per 100 3°00] - ” 
Demijohns - - | 100 kilogs. 3°00 | 100 kilogs., 3°00 | - - . ” - 6°00 
Broken glass -|Free -| Free -|- -| Free. 
Glass, crystal and | 100 kilogs. 50°00 | 100 kilogs. 30°09 | - : - | 100 kilogs. - 5000) 
enamel, in form of 
pearls, cut as gems or 
in pendants for chan- | 
deliers and other | 
similar wares. j | 
Vitrifications and 5°00 5°00 =| - 5°00 
enamel, in cakes, 


sticks, or powder. 


—p 


” 


” 
» bottles, common, will pa, 


” 


coloured tinted, &c. 


enamelled painted, &c. 


* Under the Austro-Italian tariif glass and crystal wares simply blown, Xc., will pay a duty of 8°50 lire 


per 100 kilos, 

15 lire 

_ per 100 kilos, 

» 18 lire per 100 kilos. 


ya duty of 4 lire per 100 kilos. 
» glass, crystal and enamel in form of pearls, &c., will pay a duty of 30 lire 


per 100 kilos, 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 


OLD TARIFEFs. 


Rates of Duty. 


Hipes anp Skins, UNPREPARED AND PREPARED. 


NEw GENERAL TARIFF. 


Classification. | Classification. Rates of Duty. 
onventiona 
General Tariff. | Tarif 
} 
Lire Lire Lire 
Raw, green, ordriced- | Free - -| Free - -|- - | Free. 
Tanned with the hair 
on: 
Fine - - | 100 kilogs. 60°00 (a.) - - | 100 kilogs. - 60°00 
Common - 30°00 (a.) - 60°00 
Tanned without the 
hair: 
Unfinished (i.e., as 25°00 (a.) » 25°00 
taken from the 
tan pit). 
Varnished - - 100°00 | 100 kilogs. 75°00 | - - 90°00 
Dressed for sole 45°00 (a.) 45°00 
leather. 
Dressed, other - 50°00 (a.) - 70°00 
Dressed kid and lamb 20°00 (a.) 20°00 
skins, 
Cut in leg pieces, upper | As the skin of | As the skin of | - -| As the skin of 
leather, &c. which com- which com- which composed 
posed with 10 posed. with 20 per cent. 
per cent. ad- additional. 
ditional. 
Cut in strips for hats - | As the skin of | As the skin of ] - - ° -| As _ the skin of 


Parings aud scraps’ - 
Fur manufactures : 
Muffs : 
Fine Ve. 
Common - - 


Allother, not specified: 
Of fine fur - - 


Ofcommon fur - 


Leather wares : 
Harness, plain? 


» ornamented - 
Saddles - 


Gloves, cut out or 
made up - - 


Bootmakers’ wares : 
Bootsand buskins 


Other kinds - 


Other leather 
factures : 
Bands finished and 
sewn for mia- 
chinery - - 


manu- 


which com- 
posed with 10 


per cent. addi- 
tional. 

Free - 
100 - 600°00 
= - 300°00 
100 kilogs. 600° 60 
» 390°00 

60°90 

90°00 
Each 9°60 
100 pairs 20°00 
11°09 

” 70°06 


100 kilogs. 75°00 


which com- 
posed. 
Free 
100 - 609°00 
- 300°00 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
100 pairs 7°50 
110°00 
76°00 
(a) 


Fur manufactures 
of all k 


inds 


which composed 
with 50 per cent. 
additional. 


Free, 


100 kilogs. - 600°00 


” 20°00 

90°00 

Each - 15°00 

1100 pairs 20°00 
” - 200°00* 


200°00* 


100 kilogs. - 100°00 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff ; the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 
* Boots and shoes of all kinds in leather or stuff, except silk or velvet, will pay a duty of 100 lire 
per 100 kilogrammes. 
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NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF 


TARirrs, 


OF ITALY. 


NEw GENERAL TARIFF. 


Classification. 


Rates of Duty. 


General Tariff. 


Conventional 
‘ariff, 


Other leather manu- 

factures—cont. 
Fancy goods: 
Common - 
Fine - = 
Portmanteaux - 


All other, not speci- 
fied - 


Lire 


100 kilogs. 66°00 
140°00 
Each 2°00 


- | 100 kilogs. 70°00 


Lire 


100 kilogs. 60°00 
100°00 


Each 2°00 


100 kilogs, 50°00 


Classification. Rates of Duty. 
Lire 
All other leather 
manufactures (in- 
cluding fancy goods 
and portmanteaux) | 100 kilogs. + 120°00 


INDIARUBBER AND 


Gutta Percua, UNWROUGHT AND 


Wroveut. 
Raw, solid, or liquid -| Free Free « - -| Free. 
Manufactured in braids,| 100 kilogs, 115'50| 100 kilogs, 115°50] - - -| 100 kilogs.- 140°00 
ribbons, and elastic 
tissues. 
(] Sawn in shects and in 


Manufactured in other 
articles, including 
clothing, boots, &e. 


” 52°00 


32°00 4 


articles made of 
sawn sheets - 


Inthreads - 
In other articles, in- 


cluding ebonite, but 
excluding articles of 


caoutchouc com- 
bined with tissues or 
metals - 


In tubes and in sheets 
containing metallic 
wires and gauzes - 


Mixed with tissues in 
all kinds of articles, 
except tissues w: ater- 
proofed 
in the piece and 
articles of clothing - 


Tissues waterproofed 
in the niece and arti- 
cles of “clothing, 


» 60°09 


” 75°00 
” 50°00 
” 40°00 
” e 60°00 


As the tissue of 
which composed. 


Minerats, &c. 


Seed oils- 
Oil cake - - - 


Grease of all kinds 


100 kilogs. 6°00 


Free - 


Free 


109 kilogs, 6°00 - 
Free 
(Except lard) 
Frees - 
Lard 


100 kilogs. + 15°00 
Free. 
Free. 


100 kilogs. - 10°00 
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274 NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ITALY. 
Op TARIFFS. New GENERAL TARIFF. 
Rates of Duty. 
Classification. | . Classification, Rates of Duty. 
| General Tariff. ae 
| 
Candles: | Lire Lire Lire 
allow -| Free -| Free « - | Free. 
Stearine - - 100 kilogs. 15°00 | 100 kilogs. 15°00 | - - - | 100 kilogs. - 15°00 
Wax, yellow - 20°00 - - - - 20°00 
» white- 40°00 (a) - 40°00 
» candle waste 10°00 (a) - - - 10°00 
Soap: 
Common - -| 6°00 | 100 kilogs. 6°00 | - - - » - 8°00 
Perfumed - 30°00 » 1200] - 40°00" 
Glycerine - 30°00 12°00 - - - 60°00 
Mineral and resinous | Mineral and resinous 
oils: | oils : 
In tins, glass bottles,| In _ demijohns or 
or jars: | other similar 
vessels; 
Raw - - 100 kilogs, 29°00 (a) Raw e - ” = 41°00T 
ross. 
Refined -| 36°00 (a) Refined - 5100+ 
In barrels : In other vessels : 
Raw - 27°00 (a) Raw - - 88'00t 
Refined - 33°00 (a) Refined - 47°00F 
Heavy oils :} 
Distilled to the 
temperature of 
310 degrees : 
(1.) Contain- | 100kilogs. + 6°00 
ing less than | Gross. 
20 per cent. of 
light oil. 
(2.) Contain- = 12°06 
ing from 20 
to 30 per cent. 
of light oil. 
| 
Turpentine - -| Free - -| Free - - | Free. 
Resin - -| Free -| Free - -f- - Free. 
Pitch -| Free = -| Free - Free. 
Coal, cinders, and patent! Free - | Free « - | Free. 
fuel, | j 
Cement | 100 kilogs. 0°50 | (a) - -|100kilogs, 1°25 
Fireclay -| Fre - -| Free - - 0°2 
Milistones and grind-| Free - -| Free - | Free, 
stones. 
Roofing slates -| Free - -| Free - - | 100 kilogs. 0°25 


(a) Articles not mentioned in the conventional tariff; the duty of the general tariff therefore applies. 

* Soap in tablets, balls, or boxes is subject to the same duty as perfumed soap. 

+ Mineral and resinous oils imported in demijohns or similar vessels, barrels, casks, or tins pay on the net 
weight; when in other vessels on the gross weight ; but when in bulk on the actual weight of the oil. 

t Heavy oils imported in bulk pay 20 per cent, additional to these duties, 
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VI—TRADE BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


1.—Imports INTO THE Unrrep KINGDOM FROM SPAIN. 


Quantity. Value. 

Principal Articles. 

Jan. | Jan. Jan. Jan. 

1887. | 1888. | 7887. | 1888. 

£ 
Animals living—oxer and bulls - | No. 124 950 , 7,860 | 15,910 
Chemical products, unenumerated | Value | 4,713 | 4,380 
Copper, ore and regulus - - | Tons 3,027 | 4,810 63,746 | 111,738 

 Uunwrought and part | 

wrought - ” = 468 
Cork, unmanufactured  - - 30 15 197 389 
» manufactured - - -| Lbs. | 49,702} 39,912 | 3,795 | 2,627 
- |Gt.Hds.| 5,252! 1,729| 7,923 617 
Fish - - - - -| Cwts. 171 411, 306) 1,049 
Fruit, almonds - -| | 1,637 1,203) 6,967} 4,511 
» figs - Be 91 226 | 79 342 
»  Duts, used as fruit - -| Value — — | 4768 | 12,080 
»» oranges and lemons - | Bushs, | 555,995 | 429,650 | 759,650 | 113,490 
» ‘raisins ~- - - | Cwts. 5,249 1,778 | 9,124 3,208 
+» Yaw, unenumerated - - | Bushs. | 5,327 50 1,633 27 
Iron ore - - - - | Tons | 277,897 | 324,483 181,064 | 219,730 
Lead, ore - - 20 81170 275 
pig aud sheet 4310 | 7,890 | 55,532 | 116,199 

Manganese ore - - 900; — | 900 
Oil, olive - | Tuns 1350 | 33 | 5,566 | 1,248 
Onions, raw | Bushs. | 2/,/20 | 28,810 5,628 | 7,254 
Pyrites of iron or copper | Tons 54,122 55,117 | 102,874 | 94,967 
Quicksilver - | Lbs. | 600,000 770,960 | 58,500 | 102,798 
Rags, esparto . ~ =| Tons 3,900 | 9,511 23,623 | 56,356 
Silver ore - -| Value | — — | 14,367 | 14,886 
Wine - - - Galls. | 390,807 350,300 94,877 | 88,631 
Wool, sheep and lambs’ - -| Lbs. 10,344 112 ; 32) 4 
Zine ore - ” ” - | Tons 200 202 600 606 
All other articles - - | Value | — — 16,524 | 19,900 
Total Value, January - | — 878,935 993,680 

» February - — | $90,692 


885,003 
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2.—Exports oF Bririsu AND PropucrE FROM THE 
KINGDOM TO SPAIN. 


Quantity. Value. 
Principal Articles. 
Jan. | Jan. Jan. Jan. 
#887. | 1888. | 7887. | 1888. 
£ £ 
Alkali - Cwts. 20,507 | 17,860 7,627 5,000 
Apparel and haberdashery - - | Value _ _ 665 806 
Arms, and 
stores — 533 7,186 
Bags and sacks, empty - - Dozens 5S | 2,631 34 694 
Caoutchouc, manufactures of - Value S08 968 
Carriages, railway, of all sorts, 
und parts thereof - 449 3,642 
Cement - - - - Tons 293 300 567 721 
Chemical products and prepara- 
tions (including dye stuffs) - Value _ _ 3,922 1,909 
Clay, and manufactures of - - | es _ — 565 493 
Coals, cinders, and fuel - - | Tons | 729,847 | 137,398 | 58,970 | 66,058 
Coal, products of, &c., including 
naphtha, paraffine, paraffine oil, 
and petroleum = - - -| Value 3,135 1,650 
Cotton yarn -| Lbs. | 28,000 | 27,000! 7,487 | 1,554 
Cottons, entered by the yard Yards. 678,900 469,900 | 10,246 | 8,437 
at value - - | Value — | 19,767 | 18,394 
Fish ‘of all sorts - - - | ” _ — | 41,954 1,129 
Glass manufactures - - 327 625 
Grease, tallow, and animal fat - Cwts. 965 1,202 1,050 1,191 
Hardwares and cutlery, unenu- 
merated Value 7,611 8,383 
Implements and tools - - 1,606 1,685 
Jute yarn - - - Lbs. | 469,500 | 154,200 4,938 1,734 
Linen yarn - - 341,200 | 252,900 | 74,774 | 10,804 
Linens, entered by the yard -| Yards | 98,500 | 69,400 | 3,726 3,074 
at value - - | Value 2,431 2,481 
Machinery , Steam engines - 5 — — 2,788 4,629 
all other sorts - - — 27,890 | 16,810 
Manure - - - - 2,486 | 17,587 
Metals, iron, wrought and un- 
wrought - = Tons 5,124 7,964 | 26,243 | 44,146 
» brass, manufactures of - | Cwts. 220 259 744 1,056 
copper, wrought and un.- 
wrought - 365 53 955 201 
tin, unwrought - 328 90 1,712 682 
Oil, seed - - : - Tons 32 60 692 1,173 
;, other sorts - - - | Value _ _ 488 744 
Oil and floor cloth - - | Sq. yds.| 34,900 | 38,300 1,211 1,335 
Painters’ colours and materials - | Value — 987 2,259 
Paper of all sorts - - | Cwts. 426 716 1,176 1,507 
Provisions (including meat) - | Value — —_ 3,060 3,065 
Silk manufactures - - | 791 3,238 
Soap - Cwts. 294 184 257 185 
Telegraphic wires and apparatus - | Value - — 6 52 
Wood, hewn and sawn, and ma- 
nufactures of - - - 185 2,733 
Wool, foreign, dressed in the | 
United Kingdom - - Lbs. 9,900 | 19,900 §42 1,990 
» flocks and rag wool - — 
Woollens, entered by the yard - | Yards | 763,300 | 352,700 9,607 | 15,253 
at value - - | Value 423 595 
All other articles - -| 12,166 | 17,969 


Total Value, January 


» February - - 


235,826 , 280,237 
297,122 , 309,828 
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3.—Exports OF FoREIGN AND CoLONIAL PRODUCE FROM 
THE Unrrep Kinepom to SPAIN. 


| Quantity. Value. 
Principal Articles. 
Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan. 
1887. | 1888. | 7887. | 1888. 
| | £ 
Bacon and hams - - -Cwts. | 3,563} 1,857] 6,952] 2,745 
Cheese - - 3 - | a 302 279 843 780 
Cocoa - - - | Lbs. 55,602 1,698 
Coffee - - - - | Cwts. 157 1 520 4 
Corn, wheat - - - | s | 4,668 5,722 2,049 2,042 
» beans - - - | ‘i 54 64 | 20 28 
» maize or Indian corn | 214 | 518 59 
Cotton, raw - - - a | 388 | 3,752 978 | 9,409 
Dye stuffs, indigo - - . ee 23 26 | 586 610 
Fish, cured or salted - e » | 1,450 2,178 | 1,396 2,517 
Hemp, dressed or undressed - | Cwts. 1,912 185 | 2,063 338 
Hides, raw - - - | — 
Jute - - - Tons 298 222, 4,789 | 3,041 
Lard - - - -| Cwts. 348 26 608 57 
Metal, tin in blocks, &e. - re — 40 —_ 332 
Nitre, cubic - =| “4,189 265 1,996 121 
Oil, cocoanut - - «1 Pe 200 571 275 667 
palm 1,174 485 915 493 
Rice - 250 82 126 43 
Seeds, flax or linseed - Qrs. 
Silk, raw - 110 | 1,179 59 775 
Spices, cinnamon - - | ‘is 19,692 | 12,755 7,038 562 
» pepper - - = x 8,748 | 15,105 346 529 
+»  Uunenumerated = - - | 6,392 | 27,120 | 230 1,131 
Tallow and stearine - - | Cwts 93 154 63 198 
Tea - - - | Lbs. 4,111 6,015 374 356 
Wine - - - . | Galls. 1,935 1,029 562 252 
Wool, sheep and lambs’ - - | Lbs. -- 
All other articles - - | Value 7,077 6,455 
Total Value, January - - —— _— 34,827 | 33,544 
» February - | 37,817 42,199 


Summary showing the TRADE between Spain and the 
Unitep Kinepom during each month from March 1887 to 
February 1888, compared with each of the twelve months from 


March 1886 to February 1887. 
Imports into the Exports of Produce and] Exports of Foreign 
United Kingdom from | Manufacture of United | and Colonial Produce 
‘Minti Spain. Kingdem to Spain. to Spain. 
| 1886-87. | 1887-88. 1885-87. 1887-88, 1880-87. 1887-88. 
£ | £ £ £ £ £ 
March - : 845,407 | $06,072 286,098 327,115 67,418 74,493 
May - - 759,010 76 222,129 265,7 55,34. 78,922 
July - 495,364 381,5 24 264,52 51,785 50,07 
September - - 719,500 | 710,363 328,400 304, 32,44 
October - - 940,078 | 1,134,399 301,138 262,089 59,358 57.810 
November - - 884,052 | 918,304 242,815 272,228 54,638 66,958 
December « 807,183 | 1,160,441 253,238 282,493 59,020 43,790 
January : - 818,935 | 993,680 235,826 280,237 34,824 33,544 
February - 890,692 | 885,003 297,122 309,828 37,317 42,199 
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VIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


LARD MADE FROM CorTToN-skED O1L IN AMERICA. 


A despatch, dated the 10th February last, has been received 
trom Sir L. Sackville West, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, 
enclosing a memorandum on the sale of lard made from cotton- 
seed oil, the production of which is said to be seriously affecting 
that of real lard in the United States. The following is a copy of 
the memorandum in question :— 

“A Bill is now before the Senate for regulating the sale of 
adulterated lard, that is to say, lard made from cotton-seed oil, by 
the imposition of a tax of one cent per Jb. The cotton-growing 
States have memorialised Congress against this measure. They 
assert, that the imposition of such a tax will practically destroy the 
manufacture of cotton-seed oil, render worthless the mills in 
which millions of dollars of the hard earnings of the entire 
country are invested, throw out of employment thousands of 
poor operators and labourers, and drive from the markets of the 
world one of the chief products of the United States. 

“The extent to which cotton-seed oil is used as an adulterant 
of lard is admitted by those who use it. A firm in Galveston 
(Texas) has admitted that they alone consumed one-fifth, or from 
3,000,000 to 3,500,000 gallons of the total cotton-oil product of 
the United States in the manufacture of lard, and that the firm 
made and sold last year 60,000,000 Ibs. of so-called refined lard, 
of which only 60 per cent. was lard, the remainder being cotton- 
seed oil and beef fat. 

“The ‘Cotton-Seed Oil Trust, which monopolises the 
industry of producing the oil, works, it may here be observed, 
some of the largest lard factories in the United States. The 
consumers of lard do not complain that cotton-seed lard is an 
injurious production, but that they have no means of knowing when 
they are purchasing real lard, and hence they seek for some 
legislative measure to establish the difference between the two 
productions,” 


TRADE IN EXPLostviEs IN FRANCE. 


The following particulars of the import, export, and production 
of explosives in France in 1885 and 1886 have been furnished to 
Mr. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché for Europe, 
by the Directors of Commerce and Indirect Taxes, and are con- 
tained in his report dated the 13th February last :— 
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“ As regards imports, we should remember that gunpowder, 
gun-cotton, nitro-glycerine, picrate, and fulminate, are all pro- 
hibited, that dynamite is allowed to enter at a duty of 2 francs 
50 centimes per kilog., under special regulations ; and that loaded 
cartridges are admitted, under special arrangements, at a duty of 
25 francs per 100 kilos, 

“ The import of dynamite and loaded cartridges into France in 
1§86 were as follows :—From Belgium, 68,605 kilos. of dynamite, 
and cartridges, nil; from England, dynamite, ni/, and 133 kilos. 
of cartridges; from Italy, dynamite, ni/, and 18 kilos. of car- 
tridges; from Switzerland, dynamite, né/, and 1,458 kilos. of 
cartridges ; giving totals of 68,605 kilos. of dynamite and 1,609 
kilos, of cartridges. 

“ Belgium is the sole importer of dynamite. 

“ The exports of explosives have been as follows :—Military 
powder, 994 kilos. in 1886, and nil in 1885; sporting powder, 
30,018 kilos. and 13,924 kilos.; mining and foreign trade powder, 
833,164 kilos. and 817,779 kilos. 

“ The production of dynamite and gunpowder is controlled by 
the Excise, and official returns show the sales to have been as 
follows :—Sporting powder, 433,518 kilos. in 1886 and 490,562 
kilos. in 1885; mining powder, 2,559,128 kilos. and 2,815,258 
kilos. ; military powder, 164,286 kilos, and 171,888 kilos. ; 
powders sold of all kinds on the Swiss and Italian frontier- 
districts of Corsica, Monaco, and Tunisia, 148,967 kilos. and 
100,193 kilos.; dynamite, 396,618 kilos. and 447,359 kilos. ; 
nitro-ylycerine, 668 kilos. and 774 kilos. 

“ The total amount of gunpowder that paid Excise was 4,169,081 
kilos. in 1886 and 4,409,604 kilos. in 1885. 

“ The Excise on gunpowder gave 12,970,255 franes (518,808/.) 
in 1886, as against 13,862,441 francs (554,496/) in 1885,” 


ConsTRUCTION oF Ratpway Lines ITALY. 


With reference to the notifications on p, 3 of the January 
number and p. 160 of the February number of the Board of 
Trade Journal, a despatch, dated the 21st February last, has 
been received from Mr. J, G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Rome, enclosing copy of a letter which he had 
received from the Minister of Public Works on the subject of 
tenders for the construction of sections of the railway lines, Eboli- 
Reggio, and Messina-Cerda, and in which his Excellency states 
that the competition for contracts will be held on the 23rd of 
April, and that the plans and conditions are now on view at the 
Ministry of Public Works. 
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LEGISLATION IN DENMARK WITH REGARD TO ARTIFICIAT. 
Burter. 


A despatch, dated the 16th February last, has been received 
from Sir E. J. Monson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Copenhagen, 
enclosing an extract from the Dagblad of the same date, con- 
taining the English text of a petition addressed by the butter 
merchants of Leith to the Danish Government, in favour of the 
law prohibiting the sale and manufacture of artificial butter. 
The following is a copy of the petition in question :— 

“The Danish Government having laid before the Diet a law 
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of artificial butter, we 
the undersigned butter merchants feel it our duty to petition in 
favour of the Government proposal. It is our conviction that 
Danish butter will be liable to lose its good repute, both in 
England and elsewhere, unless such measures are taken as will 
render it difficult or impossible to export artificial butter in any 
shape from Denmark. As the production of butter has increased 
considerably, it is all the more necessary that the demand ought 
to be stimulated by every possible means which can secure the 
buyers of England and Scotland against any adulteration from 
Denmark.” 


{Here follow the names of the petitioners.] 


Sir E. Monson, with reference to the above subject, says :— 

“ Meetings of a very enthusiastic character continue to be held 
all over Denmark in support of the Government Bill. Several 
members of the Government are, however, of opinion that such 
stringent legislation as that proposed is a mistake; but they do 
not care to run counter to the tide of popular sentiment on such a 
matter as this, and therefore have decided to allow the Minister of 
the Interior to have his way.” 


Tuer Proposep NICARAGUAN SHIP CANAL. 


With reference to the proposed Nicaraguan ship canal, a 
notification as to which appeared on p. 159 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for February last, a report, dated the 10th Decem- 
ber last, has beep received from Mr. H. F. Bingham, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Grey Town (Nicaragua). The following’is an extract 
from the report in question : 

** A survey expedition under the command of R. §, Peary, Esq., 
sub-chief engineer of the Nicaraguan Canal Construction Com- 
pany, and composed of 39 engineers, clerks, and assistants, one 
medical man, and 62 labourers, arrived here yesterday in the 
steamship ‘ Ilondo, from New York. I am informed by 
Mr. Peary that he intends at ence to proceed up the River San 
Juan, in order to make the final surveys and definitely determine 
the line of the canal.” 
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SwepisH CoMMITTEF ON INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE 


Mr. E. Corbett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, in a 
despatch dated the 22nd December last, with reference to the 
committee appointed by the Swedish Government to consider 
the depressed condition of industry and agriculture in the 
kingdom, says :— 

“In the first place, the committee recommended the purchase 
by the State of private railways, but it was found impossible for 
economic reasons to carry it out. 

“They have now made their final report to the Government, 
and been dissolved. 

“ With a view to benefit agriculturists the committee recom- 
mend the establishment of a loan fund of three million kroner, 
to be made use of for improvements; they recommend also a 
further reduction of the land tax; they point out the necessity 
of special reforms in legislation relative to commerce, industry, 
and credit, and the reduction of the rate of interest charged by 
the land mortgage bank, which would, however, be best arrived 
at by the establishment of a special bank. 

«The various other propositions of the committee relate of 
partnerships, companies, the sale of grain, and finally to the 
necessity of reforming the whole school system. 

* The report, on the one hand, shows how, during the last 
10 years there has been a great progress to record, while on the 
other, capital has been locked up, and credit has been made use of 
to such an extent that the power of resistance in the face of an 
unfavourable market has been paralysed. 

* In general, the complaints of commerce and industry, &c., 
may, upon the whole, as all over the world, be traceable to the 
enormous fall of prices, and under such circumstance it is scarcely 
likely that any measures can be proposed that will benefit trade. 
Ruin is also often brought about by bad management and im- 
provident speculations; and in such cases the remedy is to be 
looked for among the people themselves.” 


ABOLITION OF COMMERCIAL TRIBUNALS IN ITALY. 


Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Reine, 
in a despatch dated the 28th January last, says that the Official 
Gazette has just published a Royal Decree, dated the 25th January, 
announcing the suppression of commercial tribunals, and the 
transfer of matters hitherto within their competency to the 
jurisdiction of the civil and correctional tribunals; also that the Bill 
for the suppression of commercial tribunals was presented to 
Parliament last November by the Minister of Justice, and was 
yoted by both Houses without epposition. 
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TRANSFER OF Ratnway AND Harpour OF REUNION 'to THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. C. L. St. John, Her Majesty’s Consul at Réunion, writing 
under date of the 13th January last, with reference to the 
transfer of the railway and harbour of Réunion to the French 
Government, says :—- 

“ By a letter dated November 3rd, 1887, the directors of the 
railway and new harbour at the Pointe des Galets, Réunion, 
inform the French Government that, for want of funds to carry 
on the works and to meet certain obligations contained in the 
contract, they feel themselves compelled to hand over both the 
harbour and the railway to the State; consequently, on the 
1st instant (January), the Government took over both. 

* As far as the railway is concerned the speculation would not 
have been a losing one, but the harbour was on too extended 
a scale for the requirements of this Colony, and the position 
ill-chosen. 

“The Government advanced many millions of francs for 
carrying on the work, guaranteed a certain amount of interest, 
and now find themselves burdened with a railway that just pays 
its expenses and an immense’harbour half finished, that, as a 
speculation, had better be abandoned.” 


TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH SAN DOMINGO. 


Mr. D, Coén, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Santo Domingo, 
in a report, dated the 14th January last, with reference to the 
Zz development of telegraphic communication in San Domingo, 


says :-— 

. e The British steamship ‘Roddam’ has arrived at this port, 

proceeding from Curagoa, and having on board the submarine 

a cable belonging to the Société Générale Francaise des Télégraphes, 

residing in Paris. 


* The cable starts from La Guayra (Venezuela) and proceeds 


a to Curacoa, thence to this city, where it joins a telegraphic line 
4 which crosses the Dominican Territory from south to north, viz., 
a j from Santo Domingo to Porto Plata. From the latter place it 
- proceeds to Méle St. Nicholas (Haiti), and thence to Cuba, where 
- it is placed in communication with the United States of North 


a America and Europe. 

a * According to the information given to me by the English 
and French engineers in charge of the work, telegraphic commu- 
nications from this part of West Indies and Europe are expected 
to be opened two months hence. 

«The Dominican Government contribute, by their protection, 
to the telegraphic line which crosses their territory, and give their 
help, as far as they possibly can, for the favourable issue of this 
acheme, which is to the future advantage of the country.” 
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Danisu INSTITUTE FOR KNCOURAGEMENT OF INDUSTRY. 


The following information respecting the Danish Institute for 
the Encouragement of Industry, is extracted from a report by 
Mr. A. P. Inglis, Her Majesty's Consul at Copenhagen, dated 
the 13th February last :— 

“The Copenhagen Institute for the Encouragement of Danish 
Industry (Jndustriforeningen) dates from 1838. At the end of 
the first year of its existence its members numbered 552; they are 
now 6,000. 

“The objects of the Institute are: 

“1. To organise periodical exhibitions of the products of 
Danish industry, and to afford facilities for the sale thereof. 

“2, To furnish advice and information concerning industrial 
inventions, in order that the Danish manufacturer may be in « 
position to obtain the opinion of experts as to the merits of his 
produce, and have ready access to reports showing the progress of 
similar industries in other countries. 

“The Institute is in possession of convenient premises where 
members can consult a library of selected works, and the engineer 
or artisan have access to a varied collection of technical 
drawings. 

“Conferences are held, and lectures delivered at intervals, 
affording information concerning the various industries represented 
in the exhibitions. 

« Efforts have also been directed to promoting technical educa- 
tion among the artisan class. 

* Questions of industrial legislation and the organisation of 
lab our have at various times occupied the earnest attention of the 
Society. Annual prizes have also been founded for the most 
important invention within the year. 

“Every advantage is taken of foreign exhibitions to send 
delegates and agents to report on the exhibits, and also to make 
purchases of articles suitable for exhibition in Denmark. It may 
here be mentioned that the first sewing machine was introduced 
into this country through the instrumentality of this Society. 
Under its auspices a periodical journal dealing with technical and 
industrial subjects is also issued bi-monthly. It gives an account 
of the transactions of the Institute, and supplies drawings and 
descriptions of manufactured articles likely to interest the various 
trades. 

“The working of the Institute is in the hands of three 
committees, viz., of commerce, of industry, and of political 
economy. Each of these enjoys a very wide liberty of action 
within its own sphere, and has the power of calling in the 
assistance of experts. 

“ The industrial exhibitions are held monthly, from October to 
May. Free space is allotted to exhibitors. No prizes are 
awarded, but the publicity afforded is found to be a sufficient 
inducement, An official is always at hand to give information to 
inquirers. 
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“« Applications are continually being made to the Institute for 
advice and information concerning new industries, and on doubtful 
industrial questions. 

“The opinion of the Society's experts is also constantly 
solicited with reference to new inveutions, and not only private 
individuals but Government departments have been glad to avail 
themselves of the experience and capacity of the men who direct 
this Institute; which is in fact a most convenient form of intel- 
ligence department on all questions connected with industries and 
trade, and continues to exert a most beneficial influence on the 
commercial progress of this country.” 


Tur Errect or CLIMATE upon THE MorTALity OF 
VerA Cruz. 


The following information respecting the mortality of Vera 
Cruz is extracted from a report by Mr. A. Baker, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Vera Cruz, dated the 13th January last :— 

“Besides being enervating, the mixture of heat and damp is 
responsible for an enormous proportion of the mortality of the 
districts it pervades; for last year (1887) in the town of Vera 
Cruz, with a population of 22,000, out of 1,100 deaths, 800 were 
from lung diseases, or 33, out of a total of 50, per thousand of the 
population. In other words the deaths from lung diseases alone 
in the town of Vera Cruz in the year 1887, were, per thousand, 
over 60 per cent. higher than the rate per thousand in London 
for all diseases, whilst the total death-rate of Vera Cruz was 
150 per cent. higher than the total death-rate of London (taking 
the latter at 20 per thousand), 

“ Another effect on health of the damp heat of the low-lying 
districts is to be found in the intermittent and continuous fevers 
which are so prevalent ; but these are seldom fatal (unless when 
complicated with other diseases or with the inability to obtain 
proper treatment and diet), so that they do not affect the mortality 
to any great extent. 

“Yellow fever must also be included amongst the effects of 
climate, for its germ does not propagate itself except under. 
favourable climatic conditions, which unfortunately it finds along 
this coast. Of the year 1887 there were only 25 days when the 
temperature did not rise above 22°2 degrees Centigrade, the 
lowest temperature in which the yellow-fever germ thrives; so 
that the danger of the disease threatened more than 11 months of 
the year. But happily the threat was scarcely more than a 
threat, and the deaths along this coast were very inconsiderable, 
and chiefly among the social classes who will not, or cannot, 
observe hygienic rules. 

* The yellow fever is so eccentric in its habits, hiding itself for 
long periods only to present itself when least expected, that the 
precise conditions necessary for its propagation have as yet baffled 
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scientific investigation ; but, it is a curious fact in connexion with 
the climatology of this district, that the yellow fever has never 
marched further inland than the barranca (deep gorge) of Metlac, 
which cuts a gigantic trench between the towns of Cordoba and 
Orizaba, in a line running almost parallel with the coast and 
about 60 miles distant from it. Why has the yellow fever never 
succeeded in passing this immense trench? Some consider that 
the yellow fever poison consists of particles that float in the air, 
that such particles are carried inland by the prevailing winds and 
reach the Metlac barranca in safety, but lose themselves on 
attempting to mount the steep wall on the far side of it. Whether 
this theory be sound or not the present writer is unable to deter- 
mine, but the fact remains that the yellow fever has never crossed 
the Metlac darranca, and it is equally certain that the ‘ Northers,’ 
whilst they blow, clear the town of Vera Cruz of a large propor- 
tion of its fevers and other diseases, and raise the general state of 
public health, Possibly they carry with them inland, as has just 
been suggested, the yellow fever germs as well.” 


Export oF SuGAR FROM CUBA DURING 1887. 


Mr. A. de C, Crowe, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, 
in a report dated the 21st January last, gives ihe following par- 
ticulars of the export of sugar from Cuba during 1887:— 

* The total export of sugar and molasses from the Island of 
Cuba for the year ended 31st December last was 776,468 tons, 
against 850,407 tons in the previous year, showing a decrease for 
1887 of 73,939 tons. 

“Of sugar alone, 623,453 tons were exported in 1887, as 
against 663,343 tons in 1886, being less in 1887 by 39,890 tons. 

“The importing countries were: United States, 89°72 per 
cent. of the sugar and 99°36 per cent. of the molasses ; Great 
Britain, U' 91 per cent. sugar and ni/ molasses ; Spain, 7°18 per 
cent. sugar and 0°35 per cent. molasses; other ports, 2° 19-per 
cent. sugar and 0° 29 per cent. molasses. 

“Thus, the United States received 91°62 per cent. of the 
whole sugar produce of the island. 

“ Since the close of the year remuncrative shipments have been 
made to England, and should present prices be maintained more 
will doubtless follow.” 


IMMIGRATION INTO THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC IN 1887. 


A despatch, dated the 10th January last, has been received from 
the Hon F. J. Pakenham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Buenos 
Ayres, giving particulars of the immigration into the Argentine 
Republic in 1887, ‘The following is an extract from the despatch 
In question :— 
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“From a statistical table furnished to me by the Department 
of Immigration, showing the influx of foreigners, immigrants, 
into the Argentine Republic during the past year, I find that 
the number of immigrants proper is set down at 120,342 ; passengers 
and others at 16,585. 

*“ Of the former 67,139 are Italians, 15,618 Spaniards, 7,036 
French, and only 1,038 English. 

“This immense and constant influx of Italian immigration, 
increasing as it probably will during the present year, has begun 
to cause some uneasiness in the public mind, in that portion of 
it at least which consists of Argentines proper, who consider that 
before very long they will be so outnumbered and overpowered 
in their own country and capital as to lose any influence which 
they may yet possess in the conduct of their own affairs. It has 
been suggested, and probably the measure may be brought forward 
before long, that immigrants at the expiration of two years after 
arrival should be considered Argentines, unless they preferred 
to retain their own nationality, in which case they would have to 
pay a certain tax or fine. ‘This alternative would be presented 
to them every two years, and on each occasion the fine would be 
levied on those who decline Argentine citizenship. 

“Under the heading ‘ professions’ of the arriving immigrants, 
agricultural labourers are set down at 55,409, while those ¢ without 
profession’ come next, at 12,529, and the discomfort which these 
latter have to undergo on arrival is usually very great, owing, 
among other things, to their total ignorance of the language. 

“ At present about 14,000 Italians go back to Italy every year 
with the fruits of their harvest wages, returning hither later on 
in like manner and for the same purpose.” 


Raittway CONVENTION BETWEEN GERMANY AND DENMARK. 


A despatch, dated the 10th February last, has been received 
from Sir E. B, Malet, Her Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin, trans- 
mitting copies of a convention which has been concluded between 
Germany and Denmark, with the object of settling various 
questions connected with the construction of a railway from Heide 
vid Fredrichstadt, Husum, and Tondern, to Ribe. The following 
are the most important points of the convention in question :— 

By the terms of Art. 2, the two Governments agree that the 
gauge of the line shall be 1+ 435 metres, in order to suit adjacent 
lines. As regards construction, the rolling stock, not including 
locomotives, and particularly the direct junction of the two lines 
of railway between them at the frontier, as well as at the Heide 
station of the Holsteinische Marschbahn and at the Ribe station 
of the Danish State lines, their junction respectively with the 
neighbouring system of railways, the two Governments will 
always see that traftic from one line to another is not delayed. 
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Avt. 4 stipulates that each of the two Governments reserves to 
itself the establishment or approval for its own territory of the regu- 
lations for the service of trains and tariffs. The two Governments 
are agreed that the arrivals and departures of the passenger trains 
of the Danish administration running between the frontier and 
the Ribe station should agree as far as possible with the departures 
and arrivals of passenger trains from the German side. 

Art. 5 states that each of the two Governments have established 
a Customs office at the frontier station, and the right of Customs 
examination will be exercised there. 

By Art. 6 those arrangements existing or to be concluded 
between the two Governments, respecting the formalities for the 
examination of passports and generally for the supervision of 
travellers, will be alike applicable to the lipes in question. 

Art. 7 reserves to the two contracting parties the power to 
arrange as to the mail service on this railway between the two 
countries. 


Art. 8 provides for the erection of an electric telegraph at 
the side of the railway, each of the Governments fixing that 
portion on its own territory. 

According to Art. 9 the convention will remain in force even 
if any change takes place in ownership either by purchase by the 
German Empire or by the Prussian Government, or by the Danish 
Government, or in case of expiration of the concession. 

Art. 10 states that the convention will be ratified and the rati- 
fications will be exchanged at Berlin at the earliest possible date. 


Tue CHARGES OF PERUVIAN CONSULS FoR BILus oF HEALTH. 


A despatch, dated the 3rd January last, has been received from 
Col. C. EX. Mansfield, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lima, trans- 
mitting: a copy and translation of a decree of the Peruvian 
Government, to the effect that their Consuls are to charge for 
bills of health a uniform rate of one cent per ton up to 500 tons at 
the first port, and one-half of the rate at all other ports of the first 
class. 


FortHcoMING EXHIBITION AT ATHENS, 


A despatch, dated the 25th February last, has been received 
from Mr, W. H. D. Haggard, Her’ Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at 
Athens, enclosing copy of an extract from the regulations of the 
Exhibition which will be held at Athens in the month of October. 
The following is a translation of the extract in question : 

“A special space, in the grounds contiguous to the palace, will 
he reserved to foreign products, to wit: agricultural or industrial 
machines, instruments or tools used in Greece, which may aid in 


H 
ia 


288 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


developing local production, and finally, inventions of every kind. 
These articles, which cannot by any means compete with home 
products, will be exhibited in pavilions constructed at the cost of 
the exhibitors, and upon a plan previously submitted for the 
approval of the executive committee. 

“The care and insurance of the products exhibited in these 
pavilions will be obligatory on the part of the exhibitors.”’ 


TENDERS FOR Coat ON NORWEGIAN RAILWAys. 


The following notice for tender of coal supply, dated the 22nd 
February last, has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty's Consul-General for Norway. 

Tenders in sealed letters, marked “ Kul,” for the delivery of 
16,500 tons best Shireoak, Kiveton Park, Longrigg, Roughrigg, 
or Splint Locomotive coal will be received until and on Monday, 
the 19th March, at the Railway Management Office (Christiania). 

1. The coals must be delivered free into carts at the quays as 
follows :— 

At the Western Railway Station in Christiania, 2,300 tons ; 
at Diammen, 5,000 tons; at Holmestrand, 1,000 tons; at Tons- 
berg, 200 tons; at Laurvig, 800 tons; at Skien, 700 tons; 
at Trondhjem, 4,600 tons ; at Stavanger, 400 tons ; at Egersund, 
300 tons; at Bergen, where alone the coals will be received in 
lighters from a sailing vessel, 1,200 tons. 

At places where rails exist on quays the coals must be dis- 
charged on such rails. 

Information respecting the depth at the various places of 
discharge can be had by application to the Director of the 
Engineering Department. 

2. Certificates from the collieries wili be required. 

3. The coals must be delivered gradually in the course of the 
spring, summer, and autumn, by the 15th November, in accordance 
with further directions to be issued by the Director of the 
Engineering Department. At Egersund the coals are not to be 
delivered until December. 

4. Payment will be made in cash at the Head Pay Office of 
the Board of Management upon receipt of each cargo. 

5. The railways do not bind themselves to receive more than 
40 tons from a sailing vessel, and more than 200 tons from a 
steamer, per working day, nor to receive from more than one 
steamer at a time at each place. 

6. If supplies of coal are offered for delivery at several places, 
the price must be stated for each separate place, unless it be 
desired that the tender should be accepted or rejected in its 
entirety. The right is reserved of accepting in whole or in part 
any tender, or of rejecting all the tenders, as well as, in case of 
the non-fulfilment of a contract, the right to procure the coal that 
may be wanting at the expense of the contractor. 


ie 
q 
q 
4 
q 
i 
fi 
4] 
He 
Ht 4 
: i 
i 
i 
} 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 289 


VIIL—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES, 


STATE PurcHASE OF RaILWAys 1N Russia. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 16th February 
last contains the following information respecting the purchase 
of railways in Russia by the State :— 

“ The purchase of railways by the State is making rapid progress 
in Russia. After the Riachk-Morchansk passed into the hands 
of the Government, the Minister of Finance prepared to 
acquire both the Riachk-Viasma and the Morchansk-Sysran. 
The State obtains also the management of the main line from 
Viasma (situated between Moscow and Smolensk), vid Kalouga, 
to Sysran ; direct communication is maintained beyond the latter 
point to Orenbourg. The purchase of the Orenbourg line is also 
expected. 

* After the absorption of the Morchansk-Riachk, the Russian 
State system will have a total length of 4,472 versts of workable 
lines, including 132 versts for the Riachk-Morchansk, 669 versts for 
the Oural line, purchased last year, 830 versts for the Kharkow- 
Nikolaieff, and 360 versts for the Tambow-Saratow. The 
remainder consists of lines constructed directly by the State, 
principally military lines. The Transcaspian line is not included 
in the 4,472 versts. 

* Very recently the Minister of Finance has been in communi- 
cation with the principal shareliolders of the Riachk-Viasma and 
the Morchansk-Sysran, as well as with those of the Transcaucasian 
for the purchase of those lines; the first is 650 versts long, the 
second 498 versts, and the third 940 versts, consequently the 
Russian system will increase by 2,088 versts on the inclusion of 
these three lines.” 


Propucrion or Breer 1n Russta IN 1886. 


The following information respecting the production of beer in 
Russia in 1886 is extracted from the Journal de St. Pétersboury 
for the 29th January (10th February) last :— 

“The Journal du Ministére des Finances publishes the annual 
report of the Department of Indirect Taxation on the production 
of beer in Russia in the year 1886, It appears from this report 
that the number of breweries, compared with 1885, has decreased 
from 1,541 to 1,407, but that the production of beer has only 
diminished in the provinces of the south and in the central regions 
of the tehernozéme. Per contra, the breweries of the two capitals 
of the provinces of the Vistula and of Riga have extended their 
operations in consequence of the steadily increasing competition 
with other breweries in the markets of the interior. The excise 
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being collected according to the capacity and discharge of the 
vats, it is difficult to state exactly the quantity of beer produced 
in 1886; it may be, however, estimated approximately at 
29,091,000 vedros (the vedro being equivalent to 2-7 gallons) at 
the most, for the amount of excise upon a vedro of beer amounts 
to very nearly 16°7 copecks. 

“ It may be interesting to quote the following figures, showing 
the amount of excise collected in 1886 and 1885 upon beer in the 
different districts :—Kingdom of Poland (1886), 1,088,309 roubles, 
and (1885) 1,158,621 r.; the two capitals, 963,497 r. and 
1,028,355 r.; Baltic, 718,638 r. and 824,205 r.; North-west, 
548,048 r. and 556,871 r.; South, 316,105 r. and 282,861 r.; 
East, 192,449 r. and 198,641 r.; Central, 187,250 r. and 
185,997 r.; South-west, 177,562 r. and 160,241 r.; Central 
tchernozéme district, 156,327 r. and 137,395 r.; Little Russia, 
109,810 r. and 107,882 r.; Siberia (including Turkestan), 
99,634 r. and 94,773 r.; North, 72,457 r. and 80,800 r.; and 
Transcaucasus, 36,791 r, and 41,556 r. 


* It will be observed from the above that the breweries of the 
first four districts supply about 73 per cent. of the total quantity 
of beer produced in Russia.” 


Srpertan 

The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 18th February last, 
quoting from the Vladivostok, announces that the construction 
of a railway, connecting the extreme east of Russia with Russian 
Europe, will certainly commence in 1890, and that a party of 
surveyors have already arrived at Vladivostok for the purpose of 
planning the track of the new line. 


EsTABLISHMENT OF A STATISTICAL COMMITTEE AT WARSAW. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 22nd February (5th 
March) states that, by virtue of a decision of the Imperial 
Council, approved by the Emperor on the 29th December, a 
statistical committee is established at Warsaw; all statistical 
data of the provinces of the Kingdom of Poland will be concen- 
trated there; the committee is within the jurisdiction of the 
Minister of the Interior, and is placed under the direct authority 
of the Governor-General of Warsaw. 


CHANGE OF THE ORIENTAL MusreuM OF VIENNA INTO AN 
Austrian CommerctaL Museum. 
The Moniteur Officiel du Commerce, in its issue of the 26th 
January last, with reference to the change of the Oriental Museum 
of Vienna into the Austrian Commercial Museum, says :— 
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** A recent Imperial decree has authorised the Oriental Museum 
to take henceforth the title of ‘Imperial and Royal Austrian 
Commercial Museum.’ This title, which implies to some extent 
Government protection, is only granted generally to a very small 
number of scientific and other societies. 

“This sovereign favour, as well as the new charter duly 
sanctioned by the proper authorities, confirms the change of the 
Oriental Museum, which has been in question for more than a 
year. 

* Founded in 1873, at the time of the last international 
universal exhibition which was held at Vienna, that is to say, at 
a time when, notwithstanding the vicinity of the East, the articles 
peculiar to those regions were still very little known in Austria, 
the Oriental Museum has largely contributed, during the 14 years 
of its existence, to spread the taste in that direction. It may be 
said that, under this impetus, a certain number of branches of 
Austrian industry have adopted the Oriental style, and have 
succeeded in accurately reproducing many clever and elegant 
examples of it. 

“The principal means by which the Oriental Museum has 
attained its object have been by frequent exhibitions of art 
applied to industry, organised sometimes at Vienna and some- 
times in the provinces; the permanent exhibitions of Oriental 
collections; the introduction into technical schools of Oriental 
models and designs; finally, the very active campaign in favour 
of Oriental art which has been conducted by authorised writers 
in the review, entitled Csterreichische Monatsschrift fiir den 
Orient. 

“ The Oriental Museum has besides endeavoured to knit still 
closer the old commercial relations cf Austria-Hungary with the 
Eastern countries, to develop them, and to extend their range to 
the regions of the extreme East. It is principally in this 
direction that its activity has been exercised. The increasingly 
higher returns of trade between Austria-Hungary and: the Kast 
Indies are the indisputable result of its efforts. It has applied 
itself, moreover, to forming mercantile associations and syndicates 
dealing chiefly with exports to distant countries; to publishing 
works intended to convey further information as to the people 
and manners of India and Asia; finally, to establishing con- 
nexions, by means of correspondents, between the mercantile 
world of the East and the manufacturers and merchants of 
Austria. 

* The Minister for Foreign Affairs has appointed a member of 
the consular service to assist during the period of change, He 
has also entrusted to him the publication of consular trade 
reports of Austria-Hungary. This department, as well as that 
of commerce and public instruction, will be represented in the 
sittings of the Administrative Council by special delegates. Thus 
the Commercial Museum of Vienna enjoys equally the protection 
of the Government and that of the representatives of commercial 
and industrial interests in the Empire. 
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* Article 3 of the Articles of Constitution indicates some of the 
new objects which this new commercial museum will endeavour 
to effect :—- 

“1, The development of collections of artistic and ethno- 
graphical specimens already commenced ; the temporary 
exhibition of these collections in the provinces. 

“2. The establishment of a bureau for giving information 
respecting Customs tariffs, costs of transport, ways of 
communication, and decisions of foreign tribunals in 
commercial cases. 

«3. The enlargement of the library. 

* 4, Correspondence with members of the institute, as well as 
with the most important scientific and commercial 
corporations. 

“5. The study of economic progress in foreign countries. 

6, The establishment of a laboratory for the analysis of raw 
and industrial products of foreign countries. 

“7, The organisation of meetings and conferences upon 
subjects of interest to trade and geographical research. 

* 8. The issue of publications dealing with the question of the 
establishment of similar institutions in foreign countries, 
and containing miscellaneous information respecting 
commercial interests generally.” 


Woot Propuctrion ROUMANIA. 


The following information, respecting the production of wool 
in Roumania, is extracted from the Bulletin du Musée Commercial 
for the 4th February last :—- 

Wool constitutes one of the most important articles of exporta- 
tion from the Dobrudsha, and among the nations which take part 
in this trade France occupies the first rank ; then come England 
and Turkey. The country produces annually 1,500,000 kilos. 
of wool. Roumania, of this quantity retains about 400,000 
kilos. for its manufactures. The remainder goes to Europe. This 
trade is in the hands of certain persons who make advances of 
money to farmers, often for two or three years, and thus keep 
them in their power. At the time of shearing, in the month 
of June, these persons go into the interior of the country, to take 
the wool for which they have already made advances. 

The wool having been taken in and warehoused at Kustendjé, 
they wait for the arrival of European purchasers, which usually 
takes place in the month of August. 

In 1886 the wool sales were carried on under favourable 
conditions, ull the stock being taken by the representative of a 
Roubaix firm, at 1 fr. 17 c. per kilo. The 1887 season did not 
give the same results. Then, the prices being raised, the traders 
who were at Kustendjé, in the month of August, returned to 
France without having transacted the slightest business. After 
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their departure, the wool was consigued to Marseilles, and it has 
not yet been disposed of. 

There are three kinds of wool: white, black, and grey. Of. 
100 kilos, of wool produced in the country, it appears that 82 
kilos. are white, 10 kilos, black, and 8 kilos. grey. 

The first kind in Europe, is sold at prices 70 per cent. higher 
than those of the two others. The Roumanian sheep raiser does 
not make these distinctions, and sells his wools en bloc. It is in 
Europe that the classification into white, black, and grey fleeces, 
which are afterwards sorted, is made. 


THe IsLAND OF BLITONG. 


The Board of Trade have received an elaborate volume of 550 
pages, accompanied by maps, published at The Hague in 1887, 
dealing with the Dutch possessions of Blitong, or Billiton, an 
island in the East Indian Archipelago, between Sumatra and 
Borneo. ‘The author is Mr. Cornelis de Groot, an engineer, who 
has made the condition of Blitong his special study, having 
published a work on the island so long ago as 1852, in which 
he gave the results of a mining survey which he made, in the 
service of the Dutch Government in the preceding year. Blitong, 
with the neighbouring Island of Banka, forms the centre of the 
trade in tin; it is particularly rich in this metal, and the work in 
question gives an extremely minute and detailed account of the 
mineral wealth of the colony, and its history from the first visit of 
the Dutch down to the present time, 


PeARL FIsHERY IN THE GAMBIER ISLANDS. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 5th February last, states 
that the date of the opening of the pearl fisheries of the Gambier 
Islands has been fixed, for the future, at the lst of November, 
instead of, as previously, the Ist of December of each year. 
This change has been made at the request of the Grand Council 
of Mangareva. The latest figures show that pearls and mother of 
of pearl form the most valuable articles of export from French 
Oceania. 


Custom Hovse ForRMALITIES IN COLOMBIA, 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 11th 
February last, warns merchants that great care must be taken 
to present exact vouchers in introducing goods into the Republic 
of Colombia, as the Custom house officials of that state are 
inclined to be troublesome. 
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CHINESE SILKS. 
The French Journal Officiel of the 11th February last, quoting 


from the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, 
says that the Europeans resident in China have left off providing 
themselves with native Chinese sdk, but import from Malabar silk 
goods, brocades, and satins, which are cheaper, though of poorer 
quality. These goods from Malabar mostly come originally from 
England. 

The Annamites employ three kinds of silk tissues for their 
costumes; the first, woven in the country itself, is used by 
the natives ; the second, of a very smooth surface, comes from 
Tonquin, and is sold in all the principal centres, but most in 
Saigon and Chalon; the third, which is not so smocth, comes 
from Canton. 

Besides these tissues, the Chinese employ two other kinds, 
the one imported from Su-Than, in the province of Shanghai, 
and the other from Canton. European silk goods find a very 
ready sale if they possess the qualities proper to goods which 
come from Asia, that is to say, if they are as long as they are 
broad, can stand water, and do not give when they are pulled. 
As a rule, the Chinese merchants are contented with a profit of 
7 or 8 percent. This market is not to be neglected when it is 
remembered that the Chinese and the Annamites clothe them- 
selves almost entirely in silk. 


CoMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN PARAGUAY AND 
Bouivia. 


The Economiste Frangais for the 11th February last, states 
that commercial relations between Paraguay and Bolivia are 
‘becoming more and more strained in consequence of the disputes 
as to the frontier along the Paraguay River, disputes which the 
recent treaty has rather fomented than calmed. 


INTERNATIONAL HorTICULTURAL EXHIBITION AT COLOGNE. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 18th 
February last, quoting from the German Die Industrie, states 
that an international exhibition of horticulture will be held at 
Cologne during the month of August. It will include all 
plants and garden products (with the exception of vines), garden 
architecture, ornamentation, horticultural collections, the biblio- 
graphy of the articles of gardening, and all other objects in any 
way bearing upon horticulture. 
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Exrorts or Live Fish rrom SwepDeEn. 


The Swedish Post-och-Inrikes Tidningar for the 20th February 
last, contains an important article on the development of the new 
industry of sending jiving fish from Sweden. It mentions that it 
is proposed to run a service of fast steamers between the Swedish 
ports of the Baltic and North Germany, to be entirely devoted 
to this commerce. It is intended to fit up the interior of these 
steamers with cases large enough to give the fish plenty of space, 
so as to preserve their quality as well as their life. One advan- 
tage of this system will be that the steamer will bring her cases 
of pure sea-water into the harbours where the sales take place, 
and that, therefore, the fish need never be immersed in the 
sewage-water that collects in the neighbourhood of seaport 
towns. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMANENT CoMMERCIAL MusEuM 
IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Economiste Frangais for the 11th February last, states that 
the Government of the Argentine Republic, in order to develop 
the resources of that country, has published a decree organising a 
permanent commercial museum of the natural and industrial 
products of the Republic. To the museum it is proposed to 
attach a sort of statistical bureau, recording all facts connected 
with wages, freights, prices, &c. 


Rartway Extension IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Belgian Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 2nd 
February, states that plans for the construction of a railway 
between Buenos Ayres and Chili have been approved by the 
Governments concerned. 


IMMIGRATION INTO FRENCH GUIANA. 


A decree of the President of the French Republic, published 
in the French Journal Officiel for the 15th February, annuls the 
law passed by the Government of French Guiana last November, 
which levied heavy duties on all Chinamen settling in that 
colony for purposes of trade, taxed other foreigners than the 

Chinese to a less extent, and forbade all convicts to trade under 
any circumstances in any of the free parts of the colony. 
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IN TURKEY. 


The Belgian Consul at Salonica, writing to the Belgian Bulletin 
du Musée Commercial of the 11th of February last, states that 
an extensive bed of coal, discovered in 1886, is now being 
examined close to Gheoghely railway station, not far from 
Salonica. At first the prospects of mining did not appear very 
hopeful, but of late there had been reason to believe the bed to 
be richer than was at first supposed. The Government has not 
yet been persuaded to give any company a firman permitting them 
to work the mine. 


ANTIMONY IN TURKEY. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 18th 
February, quotes from the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce 
de Constantinople the statement that M. Miltiades Constantinidis, 
who is the proprietor of a mine of antimony in the island of 
Samos, is receiving offers from various capitalists with a view to 
the working of this mine. The latter is said to be very rich, and 
a certain quantity of the ore, lately examined, produced from 
58 to 60 per cent. of antimony. 


Concessions FOR LEAD MINEs IN TURKEY. 


The following information, respecting concessions for lead 
mines recently made by the Turkish Government, is extracted 
from the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 19th February 
last 

A firman of the 20th December last, approves the concession, 

nted to Mr. Belper, an Englishman, of a mine of argentiferous 
lead, situated at Peikova, Avret-Hissar district of the vilayet of 
Salonica. 

The concession is for 99 years; the extent of the mine 4,990 
deunums. The grantee will pay to the Treasury annually’5 paras 
gold (the para being equivalent to jd.) per deunum (deunum 
= 40 sq. paces), about 623 piastres 30 paras in gold. Further, 
the grantee will cede to the State five per cent. of argentiferous 
lead ore extracted. 

The grantee must, besides, deposit 200/, gold, once for all, for 
the cost of the firman, 

Mining operations must commence within a year from the date 
of the firman. 

Three other firmans, also dated the 20th December, grant to 
Mr. Belper, on similar conditions, the following concessions :— 

Of the argentiferous lead mine at Bal-Oghoulari and Gumuch- 
Déré, in the district of Avret-Hissar in the vilayet of Salonica, 
of an extent of 13,850 deunums. 
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Of the copper and argentiferous lead mines of Fenerli and 
Rayan, district of Avret-Hissar in the vilayet of Salonica, 
extending 9,740 deunums. 

Of the argentiferous lead mines of Pairat, district of Kebile- 
ketch in the vilayet of Salonica, and of an extent of 12,635 
deunums. 

Another important concession has just been granted to 
Messrs. G. Coronio, J. Azarian, and A. Azarian, for the argen- 
tiferous lead mines of Boulgar Dagh. 

The extent of the concession is 7,200 hectares; limit 50°years. 

The rent to the Government is 12} per cent. of the lead turned 
over, delivered at Mersine, free of all charges. 

The grantees, or the society which will take over their rights, 
will not have to pay any tax or imposts of any description. They 
will be entitled to free importations, during the time of the con- 
cession, of material and machines coming from abroad and 
intended for use in the mines. 

From the 1st January 1891, the extraction should be, at the 
lowest, 5,000 tons per annum. 


THE SoutrHeRN Iron INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Bradstreet’s for the 28th January last contains the following 
information on the production of iron in the Southern States of 
the American Union :— 

The Chattanooga Tradesman has compiled from reports of 
the American Iron and Steel Association the production of pig 
iron in the south in 1887, representing the following States: 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, and Texas. The total output was 
929,436 tons, an increase of 30 per cent. in two years, repre- 
senting one-eighth of the total production of the United States. 
The total number of furnaces in blast January 1, 1888, in the 
states named was: charcoal, 28; coke, 30; anthracite, 1. The 
increase of production of 1887 over 1885 has been as follows in 
the states named: Maryland, 116 per cent.; Virginia, 7 per cent. ; 
North Carolina, 103 per cent.; Georgia, 24 per cent.; Alabama, 
28 per cent.; Texas, 137 per cent.; West Virginia, 19 per cent, ; 
Kentucky, 11 per cent.; Tennessee, 55 per cent. Alabama pro- 
duced 292,762 tons in 1887; Tennessee, 250,344; Virginia, 
175,715; West Virginia, 82,311; Kentucky, 41,907; Georgia, 
40,947 ; Maryland, 37,427; Texas, 4,383; and North Carolina, 
3,640, There are 25 blast furnaces now building in the south, 
20 of which will go into blast this year, and the estimated total 
pig iron production of the south in 1888 is placed at 1,154,896 
tons. 
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Kew GarpDens’ BULLETIN OF MiscELLANEOUS INFORMATION. 


The first annual volume of the Bulletin of Miscellaneous Infor- 
mation, containing the monthly parts from January to December 
1887, has recently been issued by the Director of Kew Gardens. 
For facilities of reference this volume is accompanied by a table 
of contents showing the numbers and the subjects of the articles 
that have appeared in each monthly issue. 


COMMERCIAL CONDITION OF VENEZUELA. 


From the Statistical Annuary of the United States of Venezuela 
for the year 1887, a copy of which has been received from the 
Venezuelan Statistical Bureau, it appears that there are in the 
country 232 kilometres of railway open to traffic, with 407 more 
in course of construction, and several contracts have been made 
for the construction of 1,982 kilometres, which will give a 
general total of 2,622 kilometres. 

The telegraphic lines of Venezuela have an extension of 4,179 
kilometres, and are thus divided :— 

Northern telegraphic line: connecting Caracas, Maiquetia, La 
Guayra, and Macuto. 

Eastern line: from Caracas to Giiiria, passing through Rio 
Chico, Barcelona, Cumana y Carupano. 

South-eastern line: from Caracas to Ciudad Bolivar, passing 
through Cua, Altagracia, and Zaraza. 

Southern line: from Caracas to La Victoria and San Fernando 
de Apure. 

Western line: from Caracas to San Antonio del Tachira, where 
it is connected with the Columbian lines, and these with the 
transatlanjic cable at Buenaventura; double lines join the capital 
of the Republic to Barquisimeto. This line comprises the devia- 
tions from Valencia to Puerto Cabello, from Acarigua to Guanare, 
and from Quibor to Puertos de Altagracia. All the lines beloag 
to the Republic. 

The chief industries that constitute the wealth of the country 
ate agriculture, stock-breeding, and mining. 

The most important agricultural products are: coffee, cacay, 
sugar cane, cotton, tobacco, tonka beans, dividivi, dye-woods, 
timber for building and cabinet-work, india-rubber, Peruvian bark, 
and all kinds of alimentary roots and beans, the weight of which 
exported during the fiscal year 1885-86 amounted to 56,771,212 
kilos., with an estimated value of 52,426,286 bolivars. 

The cattle exported during 1886 amounted in number to 
12,752,750. 

Until a few years ago, the territory of Venezuela was scarcely 
known as a mining country, but since 1866 it began to exhibit in 
the markets of the world the fabulous wealth it possesses, and 
which consists not only of the most precious metals but also of 
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the most valuable and useful minerals. In fact, gold, copper, 
silver, iron, lead and tin, charcoal, sulphur, petroleum, kaolin and 
asphalt mines are abundant in Venezuela. The total product of 
all the mines during the year 1886 was valued at 28,560,500 
bolivars, of which 24,070,320 bolivars represented the output of 
gold. 

The total value of the imports into Venezuela during the fiscal 
year 1885-86 was 62,453,378 bolivars, and of exports during the 
same period, 82,304,289 bolivars. 

The following is an extract from the regulations in force in 
favour of immigration into Venezuela : 

“2. The emigrants principally have to be agriculturists and 
must be provided with authentic certificates stating their profes- 
sion and morality, and exemption from organic and epidemic 
diseases, and their solvency. 

“8. The Government of Venezuela will defray the expenses 
occasioned by the landing of emigrants, their stay in the depot, 
and their conveyance to destination. 

“10. The Government will allot to every family settled in the 
Colonial District, a provisional title to six hectares of cultivatable 
land, a cottage, and the tools required for work, the emigrants 
being at liberty to select any cultivation they may please. 
The settlers, who at the end of the first year may have cultivated’ 
all their ground, shall be favoured with a grant of land equal to 
the number of hectares they may have cultivated, and with the 
definite title of all the lands that may have been given to them. 

“11. During one year from their arrival at the settlement, every 
emigrant shall receive from the Government for his maintenance 
as follows: two bolivars each person from 15 to 50 years of.age, 
one bolivar each child from 6 to 14 years; children under 6 and 
persons exceeding 50 years of age are to receive nothing.” 


LAW FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF FRAUDS IN THE MANURE 
TRADE IN FRANCE. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 7th February last, publishes 
the text of a law for the suppression of frauds in the manure trade 
in France, which has recently been passed by the French Cham- - 
bers, and received the President’s sanction on the 7th February. 
The law provides that those persons who, in selling or exhibiting 
for sale manures, shall have deceived or attempted to deceive the 
purchaser, either as to their nature, composition, or quantitative 
analysis of the useful elements which they contain, or as to origin 
or use, or by designating or qualifying them with a name which 
is usually given to other fertilising substances, will be punished 
with imprisonment of from six days to one month, and with a fine 
of from 50 to 2,000 franes., or one of those penalties only. The 
law contains further provisions as to repetitions of offences, con- 
ditions of sale, classification of manures, &c. 
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LAWS FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF FRAUDS IN THE MANURE 
TRADE IN BELGIUM. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 7th February last, publishes the text 
of two laws for the suppression of frauds in the manure trade 
in Belgium, which have recently beeu adopted by the Belgian 
Chambers, and received the Royal sanction on the 29th and 30th 
of January respectively. The first of these laws enumerates the 
steps to be taken by vendors of manures other than natural 
manures, the penalties to be imposed in case of infraction of the 
law, &c. The second law gives the designations to be adopted by 
sellers of manures, in making out invoices, Wc. 


Exports OF SuGAR AND Rum BritisH GUIANA. 


The Demerara Argosy for the 4th February last, contains the 
following information respecting the exports of sugar and rum 
from British Guiana in 1886 and 1887 :— 


“ The comparative returns of produce exported in the years 1886 
and 1887 respectively, laid before the Court of Policy, disclose 
some interesting facts in relation to the bearing on our staple 
industry of the course of trade, In relation to sugar exported, the 
exact figures are these :— 


| 
Countries R | | Increase | 
of Destination. | 4086. in 1887. | 

! 
| 
Hhds. Hhds. | UHhds. | 
United Kingdom - 79,419 74,544 | 4,874 | 
United States . 67,392 47,523 | 19,869 | 
British Provinces - 2,760 1,977 | 782 | 
Other Countries - 288 237 | 51 | 
149,859 124,281 | 25,576 | 


“ In avoirdupois, these quantities mean that in 1887 we exported 
134,874 tons, 8 cwt., 1 qr. of sugar, against 111,855 tons, 7 cwt., 
2 qrs. in 1886, showing an excess in 1887 over 1886 of 23,019 
tons, 6 ewt. and three qrs. It should, however, be explained that 
these weights are arrived at by calculation, not by actual weighing, 
the calculation being (if we are correctly informed) based on the 
assumption that eight barrels or eight bags are equivalent to a 
— and that every hogshead is equal to 18 cwt. net. There 
is here a margin for error, though probably not a very wide one, 
the average weight of packages being pretty well known. It 
would, however, be more satisfactory to have actual weights, and 
these ought, one would think, to be easily procurable. Although 
sugar shipped on estate’s account is not usually weighed by a 
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sworn weigher and gauger in Georgetown or New Amsterdam, it 
is said to be the custom to weigh every package before it leaves 
the estate, and those weights might be furnished to the Customs 
Department ; but, we fear that, unless it were made compulsory, 
the duty would sometitnes be neglected. 

“The chief and most instructive feature of the returns, so far as 
sugar is concerned, is that three-fourths of the total excess went 
to the United States. Even in December, when the prices of 
Demerara Crystals in the London market were at abnormal 
figures relatively to other sorts, there was an increase of 2,090 
hogsheads in the shipments to the States against a decrease of 469 
hogsheads in those to the United Kingdom. There was also a 
large proportional increase in the shipments to ‘ British Pro- 
vinces’ (Nova Scotia and Newfoundland being meant thereby) 
but the quantity sent thither is not a tithe of what it ought to be, 
and would be if a reciprocal trade with the Dominion were 
opened up. 

“ The relatively small increase (16,550 gallons) in the quantity 
of rum shipped, concurrently with a large proportional increase 
in sugar, is indicative of one or two causes, possibly of both: an 
improvement and more careful supervision of the processes in the 
manufacture of, or a marked improvement in the quality of the cane 
juice operated upon. No less than 20,667 of the 24,939 puncheons 
shipped went to the United Kingdom. The United States took 
30 puncheons, against 98 in 1886; the British Provinces 1,618 
(against 1,488 in 1886), and other countries 2,613, against 3,528 
in 1886, the diminution in the last case being probably due to the 
raising of the import duty in Martinique. 

“ Of molasses the quantities shipped was 1,906,600 gallons, against 
2,000,100 gallons in 1886. The decrease was no doubt due to the 
same causes as the relatively small increase in ruam—better quality 
of juice and greater care in the manufacture of sugar, For 
molasses, ‘other countries’ are far and away our best customers, 
having taken no less than 12,978 of the 19,866 casks exported 
last year. Of this large quantity by far the greater part went as 
usual to the French West Indies; while 3,029 casks were sent to 
the British Provinces, 2,948 to the United Kingdom, and 111 to 
the United States. In 1886, the States took 953 casks, the 
British Provinces 3,825, and other countries 14,014.” 


Patents ror INVENTIONS IN SWITZERLAND. 


The following information respecting patents for inventions in 
Switzerland is extracted from the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels 
for the 19th February last :— 

“In July last, the Swiss people accepted, by 203,506 votes 
against 57,862, an addition to the Federal Constitution, which 
places within the jurisdiction of the Confederation, legislation 
‘upon the protection of new designs and models, as well as of 
inyentions represented by models and applicable to industry.’ 
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This provision requires two distinct laws. The bill relating to 
industrial models and designs has not yet appeared, but an extra- 
parliamentary commission of 16 members has inquired into the 
project of the Federal Department of Commerce and Agriculture 
with reference to patents for inventions. 

“ The result of their labours has been that the Federal Council 
adopted, in its sitting of the 20th January, a message to the 
Federal Assembly and a projet de loi of 32 articles upon invention 
patents. 

“The Constitution refers only to inventions represented by 
models. This condition, which does not exist in any other 
country, will give to the Swiss law a peculiar character. It has 
for its object, to exclude, and it does exclude from protection and 
limitation of the law upon patents, the chemical industries. It 
will also result in eliminating patents taken out for inventions 
badly matured, and of which the authors are unable to explain 
the technical working. 

“The first article describes a model as any plastic repre- 
sentation of an invention which shows clearly the nature and use 
of the latter. The Federal Council does not consider that the 
deposition of the model by the inventor should be made 
obligatory, but will be contented with proof that this model 
exists. 

“In the projet de loi it is laid down that the delivery of the 
patents will be submitted to a preliminary examination, the sole 
object of which is to draw the attention of the inventor to nulli- 
fying causes which might prejudice his patent ; the refusal of the 
patent is only to be justified if the necessary formalities of 
deposition have not been fulfilled. 

“Tn order to reconcile the necessity of stating the ownership of 
an invention at the time when it is conceived, and of the required 
production of a model, the projet provides for the delivery of a 
provisional patent, demanded at the time of the invention, the 
ouly effect of which will be to maintain for three years the claim 
of the inventor to a final patent granted upon proof of the 
existence of the model ; the final patent alone will confer on the 
proprietor an exclusive right to his invention, and the power of 
prosecuting those who infringe it.” 


Direct ImporTATION OF CorTron Piece Goops By NATIVE 
Houses 1N CALCUTTA. 


The following is an extract from a report by Mr. K. G. Gupta, 
Officiating Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Secretary 
of the Government of Bengal, on the administration of the 
Customs Department in the Presidency of Bengal for the year 
1886-87 :— 

“Qne feature in connection with the trade in cotton goods 
which is worthy of notice is the increase of direct importations by 
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native houses of business. A number of years ago, with a few 
exceptions, the whole of the cotton piece goods trade was in the 
hands of European firms only; but of recent years there has 
sprung up a direct trade between Manchester and Calcutta, and a 
large amount of business is now carried on in this way. ‘There is 
no doubt that natives can work their business in Calcutta more 
cheaply than Europeans can, and from this it might be supposed 
that ultimately a very large proportion of the trade would fall into 
native hands. But I do not think this will be the case, as there are 
disadvantages connected with this system. They are far away 
from their supplies, and when disputes arise, as they generally do, 
especially in a bad and — market, there must be diffi- 
culties in settling them. ‘Then they have not the same choice of 
selection of goods as a firm having a house in the place where the 
goods are produced ; and agents, om trustworthy, cannot be 
expected to look after the interests of their constituents as a 
merchant will look after his own. The movement, however, is 
noticeable, and it will be interesting to see if it is capable of 
further development.” 


THe DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN RatLways. 


Communications have been received from the India Office, 
transmitting reports from the Public Works Department of the 
Government of India to the effect that the following sections of 
railways have recently been opened to public traffic :— 

The Miraj-Belgaum section, a distance of 85 miles, of the 
Southern Mahratta Railway of India, opened on the 22nd 
December last. 

Warangel-Dornakal section of the Nizam’s Guaranteed State 
Railway, a distance of 53} miles, and the mineral branch line of 
Singareni, a distance of 164 miles, which were opened for public 
traffic on the 1st January last. 

Palghat Town extension, a length of three miles, of the 
Madras Railway, opened on the 2nd January last. 

Calicut extension, a length of nine miles, of the Madras 
Railway, opened ‘on the 2nd January last. 

Channrah-Thansi section of the Indian Midland Railway, a 
distance of 95°15 miles, opened on the Ist February. 

A further communication, dated the lst February last, has 
been received through the India Office from the Public Works 
Department of the Government of India, intimating that sanction 
has been accorded to the construction, at the cost of the Darbars 
of Gondal and Porbandar, of a metre-gauge railway 69 miles 
long from the Dhoraji station on the Bhaonagar-Gondal railway to 
the seaport of Porbandar vid Superi Upleta, Pagencies, Jampur, 


and Wansjalia, and that the work of constructing the line was to 
commence at once, 
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STATISTICS OF THE Export or Raw GOLD FROM SouTH 
AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, a copy of a despatch, dated the 25th 
January last, from the Governor of Natal, enclosing a return of 
the raw gold exported from Natal and the Cape Colony during 
the three years ended the 31st December last. 

Exports from Natal—In 1885, 14,921 ozs. of gold, valued at 
52,2227.; in 1886, 31,435 ozs, value 113,1662; in 1887, 
40,437 ozs., valued at 143,5511.; giving a total export for the 
three years of 86,793 ozs., valued at 308,939/. 

Exports from the Cape Colony.—In 1885, 5,050 ozs., valued 
at 17,3211.; in 1886, 6,674 ozs. valued at 23,9141; in 1887, 
25,698 ozs., valued at 92,936/.; giving a total export for the three 
years of 37,422 ozs., valued at 134,1717. 

Total exports from Natal and the Cape Colony.—In 1885 
19,971 ozs., valued at 69,543/.; in 1886, 38,109 ozs., valued at 
137,0802.; in 1887, 66,135 ozs., valued at 236,487/.; giving a 
grand total for the three years of 124,215 ozs, valued at 
443,110/. 


TRADE OF NATAL IN 1887. 


The following particulars respecting the trade of Natal are 
extracted from the Customs House returns for 1887, which were 
published in the Natal Mercury (Mail Edition) of the 25th 
January last :— 

The total amount of Customs duties, &c. collected on goods 
imported into Natal in 1887 was 231,4062 18s. 9d., as compared 
with 140,403/. 16s. 4d, in the year 1886. The total value of 
imports in 1887 is given at 2,263,920/., as against 1,367,506/. for 
the previous year. Goods to the value of 1,056,959/. were 
exported in 1887, as compared with a value of 960,290/. for the 
year 1886, 


Tue TRADE OF MARTINIQUE IN 1887. 


The following information respecting the trade of Martinique 
in 1887 is extracted from the French Journal Officiel for the 
4th February last :— 

“ Importations into Martinique remained in 1887 at about the 
same level as in 1886, the values being 23,461,450 francs and 
23,735,026 francs respectively. It will be seen from the sub- 
joined statement that the slight difference of 273,576 francs, 
representing the decrease in the past year, is almost exclusively 


} 
im 
} 
t 
4 
di 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
‘ 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 305 


on account of cargoes received from foreign countries other than 
the United States of America. 


Increase in imports :— 


Franes. Francs. 
From French colonies and 
fisheries - - - 283,137 
From the United States - - 533,902 
817,039 
Decrease in imports :— 
From France - - 56,909 


From foreign countries other 
than the United States - 1,033,706 
1,090,615 


Total decrease - - 273,576 


“ In 1887 the total value of exports amounted to 20,859,130 
francs, as compared with 20,378,808 francs in the previous year. 

“In comparing the quantity of goods exported during these 
two years it is found that during 1887 there were shipped 
18,765 hogsheads of sugar and 11,630 hectolitres of rum and 
tafia more than in 1886. Notwithstanding this considerable 
increase in the shipments of these articles, it has only resulted in 
a final surplus of 479,322 franes, by reason of the low prices 
realised during the greater part of last season.” 


OPENING OF A NEW Dry Dock at SaIGon. 


The Satgonnais, in its issue of the 8th January last, states that 
by the opening of the new dry dock at Saigon, which took place 
on the 3rd January, the ships of the whole world may be now 
repaired in that port, the dock measuring 166 metres, while that 
of Toulon is only 144. The Satgonnais goes on to remark that 
this gigantic undertaking, which may be considered of national 
importance, reflects very considerable credit upon M. Hersent, 
Contractor of Public Works at Paris, who has carried it out, and 
that it has been superintended on the spot from 1884 to 1888 by 
M. Baruzzi, engineer. 


REVENUE RETURNS OF THE CAPE OF Goop Hops. 


A communication, dated the 8th February last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting comparative statements of revenue received in the 


Cape of Good Hope during the month and six months ended the 
31st December 1887 and 1886. 
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From these statements it appears that the unaudited 
revenue received during the month of December 1887 was 
289,325/. 11s. 6d., representing a net increase of 26,3191. 7s. 9d. 
over the amount for the corresponding period in 1886. The 
items of most importance are those of railway and Customs 
receipts, which in 1887 amounted to 126,118/. 0s. 7d. and 
87,8532. 9s. 8d. respectively. 

During the six months July to December 1887, the unaudited 
amount of revenue received is given at 1,648,624/. 5s. 10d., 
showing a net increase of 163,8311. 5s, 5d. over the corresponding 
period in 1886. 


THE TRADE OF CoLony 1887. 


A communication, dated the 29th February last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting statements of the trade of Cape Colony in 1887. 
From these statements it appears that the total value of the 
imports into Cape Colony in 1887 was 5,036,135/, and of the 
exports 7,719,385/. 
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IX.—SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD FIELDS. 


The following information respecting the development of the 
Malmani Gold Fields, and other parts of the South African 
Republic, is extracted from a report dated the 13th January last, 
by Mr. Ralph Williams, British Officer at Pretoria, which has 
been communicated by the Colonial Office to the Board of 
Trade :— 

“T left Pretoria on the 14th December last for Rustenburg, 
Zeerust, and the Malmani Gold Fields. Owing to the prevalence 
of horse-sickness, I decided to travel with oxen, which, when a 
light waggon is used, may be made to cover some 30 miles 
a day. 

‘The road from Pretoria to Rustenburg, a distance of some 
65 miles, calls for no comment. Rustenburg itself is a town of 
a few hundred inhabitants, and is very prettily situated at the 
foot of the slopes of the Magaliesberg. 

** Small as is the town, there are yet four or five churches, 
with resident clergy belonging to the various denominations. 

“The trade of the town is fairly brisk, being supported by a 
comparatively flourishing farming population, and by the large 
neighbouring native town under the Chief Mogata. Much of 
the trade is now falling into the hands of the Arabs who are now 
numerous in the South African Republic. At and from Rusten- 
burg the aspect of the country changes, and instead of the 
open veldt, which exists to that point from the south coast, 
the country becomes fairly timbered, and the scenery most 
picturesque. 

“ Leaving Rustenburg on the 17th December, nine miles 
brought me to Mogata’s town, a large and singularly clean 
place, and especially pretty owing to its surroundings, and 
the numerous orange trees which are planted throughout the 
town. 

* The town is the best constructed that I have seen south of 
the Zambesi. Much of the workmanship is really beautiful, 
arguing skill and patience not usually found among the tribes 
to the southward, and the huts are clean almost to the point of 
discomfort, and in every courtyard designs are sketched out on 
the floor, the pattern being frequently laid down in peach-stones. 
The inhabitants are a branch of the Makatee people, really of 
Basute origin (as are so many of the tribes throughout the 
Transvaal). 

“I do not imagine that the pupulation would now exceed 
2,000 or 3,000, but the town would hold many more. 

“Within a very short distance of this place is President 
Kruger’s farm, his home before he was elected President, and 
now occupied by his son. The neighbourhood abounds in farms 
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which, estimated from a Transvaal point of view, are exceptionally 
prosperous. 

“ Shortly after leaving Mogata’s the Magaliesberg is crossed for 
the second and last time, and the roads bear N.N.W. for Zeerust. 

“ Here is passed one of the old roads (perhaps one of the very 
oldest) to the interior. It is called Hartley’s hunting road, and 
goes by Pilandberg, crossing the Limpopo river some 30 or 
40 miles south of its junction with the Marico, and leading up to 
Baines’ drift towards the junction of the Limpopo and Matlabas, 

“From the Magaliesberg the route to Zeerust lies across many 
rivers, which in summer often become roaring torrents. The 
country is pretty, in some places very pretty, and is interspersed 
with Boer farms and native villages, The soil appears to be fertile, 
but very little is done to take advantage of it.* The natives, who 
are very numerous, appear to cultivate large mealie grounds, but 
the Boer farms here, as elsewhere, are simply mud huts, jotted 
down apparently without regard to the useful or the ornamental. 

“‘ My route towards Zeerust passed a large Makatee village 
called Pella’s, chiefly known as being the seat of a Lutheran 
mission station. Zeerust lies at the foot of a high range of hills, 
being exactly on the dividing line between the Bushveldt and the 
great plains of the south. I do not imagine that the population 
all told numbers over 600 or 700 souls. In bygone days Zeerust 
was the starting point for the interior, and nearly all traders for 
Matabeleland and the Zambesi made their final departure from 
thence. The opening up of Bechuanaland has altered much of 
this, and Zeerust has now to depend for its prosperity on the 
farmers of the Marico, and on the reversion of any business which 
may accrue from the newly discovered gold fields of Malmani. 

“ From Zeerust to Malmani is some 18 miles. The township 
of Malmani is situated near the banks of the Malmani river, a 
river rising not very far above the town, and losing itself after 
the fashion of South African rivers some distance below it. 
On the 7th February 1887 four farms in this district were 
proclaimed as a public gold field, and from that time to the 
present Malmani has made fitful efforts to compete with its richer 
neighbour on Witwatersrand,* 

* The formation at Malmeni is a quartz formation, and not, as 
on the Rand, banket. The quartz varies in colour and in quality, 
some of the reefs being singularly friable, especially after 
exposure to the air, while other reefs are of great hardness. 

“ The reefs, although here following the course of the river, are 
found, as is usual in other parts of the world, in the rocky higher 
lands, some distance back from the river, and not as on Wit- 
watersrand in the rolling veldt. 

“ Tt does not appear that very much real work has been done 
up to the present. I am informed by Mr. Vanden Berg, the 
Gold Commissioner for the district, that the line of reef has been 


* For details as to the Witwatersrand Gold Field, see pp. 658-662 of the Decem- 
ber number of the Board of Trade Journal. . 
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— prospected for a distance of some 20 miles, fair indications 
eing found for that distance. 

“ Test crushing from some of the workings have been made 
with results from 1 ounce to 14 ounces, but I do not gather that 
much reliance can be placed on these crushings as a guide to the 
future. The workings as at present are being carried on by 
companies and syndicates, there being about four companies 
actually incorporated and some 30 to 40 syndicates existing. 
Only 25 stamps are actually erected, and of these, 20 are for 
the present abandoned, and five are at work. It is considered by 
those on the spot that mining will pay well at a production of an 
ounce to the ton, but I do not think that those who made this 
calculation go upon any particular data. 

“ There is an obvious want of capital at Malmani, and the gold 
field is essentially one for capitalists. 

* The town population is at the outside estimate some 400, and 
I am told by the Gold Commissioner that about the same 
number are at work along the river. 

‘The population consists for the most part of prospectors and 
Kafirs, with the usual number of young men who appear to have 
limited occupation and enough money to spend at the bar and the 
billiard table. With indications such as are to be found at 
Malmani, it would be unwise to predict a failure in the future, but 
at the same time I cannot think that at the present Malmani is 
worthy to take rank among the payable gold fields of the Transvaal. 

“On Saturday the 31st December, I reached Ventersdorp, a 
thriving and rather pretty little town situated at the head-waters 
of the Schoon spruit. Ventersdorp has, I think, a future before 
it. It is extremely well watered, and is in the centre of a district 
which has been fairly prospected, and shows distinctly good indi- 
cations of gold, both quartz and banket reefs being found. It is 
too early yet to speak with confidence, but work is being begun 
in the neighbourhood. 

“ Before finally closing my report, I beg to state that the gold 
industries at Witwatersrand are prospering to a remarkable 
degree. Stamps are being erected in all directions, and workings 
are being rapidly pushed forward. The output of gold is in- 
creasing daily, and the results are in most cases exceeding 
anticipation. I am of opinion that it is now beyond question 
that in Witwatersrand the Transvaal possesses mineral wealth of 
enormous value, destined in the future to create an entirely new 
condition of things in this country. 

“ Barberton and the De Kaap gold fields profiting by the errors 
of the past appear to be doing good work, and their condition is 
very hopeful. 

“Nothing is more striking than the rapid way in which the 
mineral development of this country is being hurried forward, 
and it is, I think, founded almost throughout on a solid basis.” 
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X.—THE LOSSES SUSTAINED BY FRANCE FROM 
THE PHYLLOXERA. 


In the Economiste Frangais for the 4th February last is a report 
by M. A. Lalande, Deputy for the Gironde, on the losses 
sustained by France in consequence of the ravages of the 
phylloxera, The following is a translation of an extract from the 
report in question :— 

‘‘ Few persons are aware of the enormous losses to France 
resulting from the ravages of the phylloxera. The following 
particulars, which are taken from the report of the Director of 
Agriculture, may convey some idea of their extent. 

“ The extent of vineyards destroyed in France up to the end of 
1884 amounted to 1,000,000 hectares, and even slightly exceeded 
that figure ; and independently of the vines destroyed there are 
vines diseased, but still living. The area covered by these 
was 664,511 hectares. It would be rather below than above 
the mark if the quantity of diseased vines were to be estimated 
as equal to 200,000 hectares of destroyed vines. 

“ The actual loss is then 1,200,000 hectares of destroyed vines, 
that is to say, half of the total extent of land under vine culti- 
vation in France. 

“ What does the loss of these 1,200,000 hectares represent in 
money value? In considering this question it is necessary to 
observe that the value of vines destroyed is generally estimated 
according to the price they would actually realise. But from a 
national point of view, this method of valuation is much below the 
mark. 

*©In fact, the saleable value of property is calculated on its 
net return, but its value from a national point of view is far 

eater. It should be based upon the gross revenue, which is 
Sivided into two parts: Ist, that which is sufficient to recoup 
the outlay for wages and the various expenses of cultivation ; 2nd, 
the excess constituting the net revenue. Now, the saleable value 
of destroyed vines may be considered in France as representing an 
average of 6,000 frs. per hectare. 

«If, according to the considerations indicated above, it is desired 
to take as a basis for valuation the gross revenue, the value of the 
destroyed vines must be estimated at a figure much greater than 
6,000 frs. 

“ But after the loss of the vines, there remains the value of the 
uncultivated land, and this value is generally very small, for the 
majority of the vines are planted in land not well adapted to other 
cultivations. Taking, however, everything into account and over- 
estimating nothing, I will adopt as a basis for valuation, the 
figure of 6,000 frs, mentioned above, and we arrive at a sum of 
7,200,000,000 francs (288,000,000/.) as representing the loss 
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sustained by France from the destruction of the vineyards; and 
this is not all, for to this loss of capital must be added the loss 
of incomes or wages. It is difficult to estimate these accurately, 
but we believe that we are well within the mark in taking as a 
basis for calculation the value of the vines which France has 
imported, and of dried raisins which haye only been imported in 
order to be made into wines since the destruction of our vineyards. 
These imports, as will be seen by the subjoined statement, have 
amounted to more than 3,800,672,488 francs or 152,000,000/. 


Imports into France, for Consumption, of ordinary Wines and of 


Dried Raisins from 1875 to 1886. 


| Ordinary Wines. Raisins. 

| | Frs. Frs. 
| 8,351,741 5,755,614 
1876 - = | 18,468,811 5,447,204 
1877 - - | 22,593,989 8,649,482 
1878 - - | 50,204,145 14,829,096 
1879 - a4 107,479,899 40,807,043 
1880 - 297,917,248 62,631,970 
188] - - | 346,516,425 37,364,289 
1882 - - 295,207,947 31,903,088 
1883 - - | 360,000,000 39,000,000 
1884 - - | 319,664,326 49,644,909 
1885s - 361,476,779 95,350,824 
1886 - 2 489,985,194 88,422,465 
1887 - 545,000,000 98,000,000 
3,229,866,504 | 577,805,984 

SumMMARY. 
Frs. 
Ordinary wines’ - 3,222,866,504 
Dried raisins - - - 577,805,984 
8,800,672,488 
“The total loss may be taken at a sum _ exceeding 


10,000,000,000 frs. or 400,000,000/7. Such is approximately the 
damage wrought by the phylloxera in France. It is certainly 
the greatest cause of agricultural, industrial, and commercial 
distress which has been experienced in France for many years 
past, and which has necessarily resulted in a decrease of railway 
receipts and the diminution of our financial strength.” 
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XT.—TRINIDAD PITCH LAKE. 


The following memorandum on the Trinidad Pitch Lake has 
been received from the Colonial Office for publication in the 
Board of Trade Journal :— 


A very important question in connection with this valuable 
property has been decided by the Government of Trinidad, in 
accordance with the opinion of the Legislative Council of the 
Colony, to whom it was referred by the direction of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, viz., whether the Government should 
exercise its right to throw open a lot of five acres (which was 
reserved when the existing leases for all the other lots of the 
lake were granted), and grant licenses to win pitch therefrom, or 
accept an offer made by the leaseholders of all the other lots for 
a grant of the entire lake for a period of 21 years. 

The proposal made by Messrs. Barber and Greig, representing 
large interests both in the United States of America and in this 


country, on behalf of the present leaseholders was shortly as 
follows. They asked :— 


Ist. That the Colonial Government should grant them the 
exclusive right to win pitch from the lake for the 
fixed term of 21 years. 

2nd. That the Government should levy an export duty of 
6s. 8d. per ton on raw asphalt, and 10s. per ton on 
epurée, on all asphalt exported from the Colony. 

3rd. That the Government should grant permission to lay 
down tramways and erect piers for facilitating the 
transportation and shipping of the pitch. 

In consideration of the above concessions they offered :— 


lst. To pay yearly in advance the sum of 10,000/., which was 
to be taken as covering the export duty on a minimum 
output of 30,000 tons. 
2nd. To pay export duty at the rates mentioned above on 
all asphalt exported by them in excess of said 
30,000 tons. _ 

3rd. To surrender at once their existing leases, and thereby 
place the entire lake under the control of the Govern- 
ment at the end of the present grant, or immediately in 
ease of default by them in any of the terms of the 
grant. 

This was the offer of the present leaseholders and their 
supporters, who claimed to be entitled to the entire credit of 
developing the existing trade in Trinidad asphalt. As against 
this proposal there was no other definite offer sent in, nor were 
any data forthcoming to show what revenue might be expected 
to accrue to the Colonial Government if the five acre lot was 
thrown open to licensees, although several parties petitioned 
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against any grant to the existing leaseholders, and affirmed in 
general terms that it would be more profitable to throw the 
reserved lot open. 

The Council, at a meeting on the lst of September 1887, by 
a vote of seven to five, passed a resolution in favour of accepting 
the offer of the present leaseholders, subject to the following 
modification, viz., that the grant should be for a term of 14 years, 
with a right to renewal for a further term of seven years should 
the grantees have, during the said 14 years, paid to the Colonial 
Government the total sum of 168,000/. sterling (equivalent to an 
annual payment of 12,000 sterling). 

The leaseholders subsequently, after communication with the 
Secretary of State, agreed to a further modification of their 
proposal, viz. that the export duties should be at the rate of 
5s. per ton on raw pitch and 7s. 6d. per ton on epurée, and that 
they should, in addition to the export duty, pay a royalty of 
1s. 8d. per ton on raw pitch and 2s. 6d. per ton on epurée, the 
guarantee of 10,000/. a year to cover export duty and royalty on 
30,000 tons. 

This modification has been approved by the Legislative Council, 
and the Government have accepted the proposal as thus modified. 
This decision has met with general approval in the Colony. 

All who know anything of the present trade in asphalt, and of 
the number of interests that it was necessary to reconcile before 
the present united action could be taken, are well aware that if 
the new arrangement is to be a success a much larger quantity 
of asphalt than 30,000 tons will have to be exported by the 
concessionaires. 

The development of the asphalt trade of the Colony during 
the operations of the existing lessees has been very remarkable, 
the exports during past 20 years having risen from a little over 
2,500 tons in 1867 and 1868 to an average of 37,500 tons for 
each of the past four years (1883-1886). 
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XIL—THE GRAIN TRADE OF ODESSA IN 1887. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg in its issue of the 4th (16th) 
February last, contains the following information on the export 
trade of Odessa in 1887 :— 

“The Gazette Russe, dealing with the export trade of the port 
of Odessa, states that it has never yet reached the proportions of 
last year. In 1886 the export of wheat was 6,000,000 tchetverts,* 
in 1887 9,494,000 tchetverts. The 1887 trade circular published 
by the firm of Th. Raffalovitch and Co., permits of a comparison 
of the export trade of the past year with that of previous years. 

“In the first place it appears that the figure of 9,500,000 tchet- 
verts of cereals exported ina single year has never been previously 
reached at Odessa. In the decennial period commencing 1860, 
the exportation of wheat from this port varied between 1,713,000 
tchetverts (in 1869) and 3,687,000 tchetverts (in 1867). In the 
decennial period following, this branch of export trade twice 
exceeded 7,000,000—in 1878 and in 1879. The average during 
these 10 years was, however, between 4 and 4} millions. Finally, 
the average for the period comprised between 1880 and 1886 was 
63 millions, 

* Coming next to the description of cereals, the first place in 
the export trade of Odessa belongs to wheat, 3,932,000 tchetverts 
being exported in 1887. However considerable this quantity 
may be, it was exceeded in 1885, when 5,051,000 tchetverts of 
wheat were shipped from Odessa, The same is the case with rye. 
In 1887 only 954,000 tchetverts were. exported, whilst in 1884 
the shipments exceeded 1,065,000 tchetverts. Oats again only 
count for 215,000 tchetverts in 1887, whilst in 1884 and in 
1885, the exports amounted to 407,000 aud 443,000 tchetverts 
respectively. 

“The enormous increase in last year’s exports is owing to barley 
and maize, articles which have never reached similar proportions. 
In 1887, 2,043,000 tchetverts of barley were exported (whilst 
during the last quinquennial period the quantity of exports varied 
between 1,000,000 and 1,300,000 tchetverts only) and 2,021,000 
tchetverts of maize. This last figure is an astonishingly high one, 
the exportation of maize having only twice exceeded 1,000,000 
tchetverts. Linseed again figures at 276,000 tchetverts, which is 
greater than in the preceding five years, but less than in 1879, 
1880, and 1881, during which years the exports of linseed reached 
358,000, 396,000 and 512,000 tchetverts respectively. 

“The fluctuations in the prices of cereals upon the principal 
market of Midi, resulting from the state of the crops, from foreign 
competition, from freights, and from other causes may be clearly 
seen in the statement exhibiting the prices of cereals between 1883 


* The tchetvert is equivalent to 5°77 Imperial bushels. 
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and 1887, both yearly and monthly, which is appended to 
M. Raffalovitch’s circular. From January to May a slight rise 
took place in all descriptions of cereals, then a period of low 
prices set in, the minimum being generally reached in the 
month of September till the end of the month, when the true 
state of the Indian and American harvests is known. From this 
time prices begin to rise. Last year the difference with regard to 
wheat, barley, and maize from the month of September to the 31st 
December has been from a rouble and a half to two roubles per 
tchetvert. Take for example winter wheat—at the beginning of 
1887 at Odessa, the poud was quoted at from 1 r. 25. tol r.36¢.* 
at the end of August at from 95 c. tol] r. 8¢3 on the 31st 
December at from 1 r.10c¢, tol r.20c¢. Thus, although at the 
end of the past year prices rose very considerably, they were 
nevertheless, lower than at the end of 1886 and at the commence- 
ment of 1887. 

** Important factors in the fluctuations of prices and the amount 
of exports are the variations in the rates of exchange and freight. 
Owing to the varying stability of these factors, the former espe- 
cially, the trade in wheat assumes the character of a Bourse 
speculation, the prices of cereals being fixed according to the 
relation existing between foreign prices and the rates on our 
exchange, as well as according to the lesser or greater number 
of foreign vessels anchored in our ports. As to incidental ex- 
penses, they are so great at Odessa that the carriage of wheat 
from the warehouses to the roadstead costs more than its shipment 
from Odessa to London (sic) ! 

“Freight changes momentarily, the difference sometimes during * 
one year amounting to as much as 100 per cent. In the month 
of August 1887 freights from Odessa to Antwerp ruled at from 
12 to 13 shillings per ton, while in November they were at 
25 shillings. 

“The principal cause of the variations in the prices of cereals 
is to be found in the fluctuations in the rate of exchange, some 
writers attributing the extension in the export trade in cereals in 
great measure to its depreciation, Owing to the rate of 11° 50 
on London, the quarter of wheat, which costs in the British 
capital 30 shillings, realises at Odessa a rouble and a half more 
per tchetvert than at a period when the rate was at 10 roubles 
the pound sterling. The fact is none the less disastrous to the 
country, as it helps to depreciate stock and to enhance the price 
of articles of consumption, especially those coming from abroad. 
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XII—TOBACCO AS A SOURCE OF REVENUE IN 
EGYPT. 


The following information on the subject of tobacco as a source 
of revenue in Egypt is extracted from a report by Sir Edgar 
Vincent, entitled Z’ Administration Financiére 1884-1887 et la 
Modification du Régime Fiscal des Tabacs en Egypte, issued in 
the month of December last. 

“Tobacco, one of the principal sources of revenue in other 
countries, has hitherto been treated in Egypt with the greatest 
consideration. 

“ A reference to the following table will show that even at the 
present time, after a large increase of duties, the Treasury only 
derives from this source 34 per cent. of the whole of its revenues, 
while the proportion reaches 10, 12, and even 15 per cent. in 
other countries ; these figures clearly show that the return per 
capita in Egypt is relatively insignificant when compared with 
European countries. 


Revenue from tobacco in various countries. 


| 
Revenue é Proportion 
Revenue. 
France - - | 38,000,000 000.000 Pe "16 
Austria - - - 39,000,000 82,000,000 11,500,000 14°02 28°75 
Italy - . - 30,000,000 67,000,000 7,440,000 1111 24°20 
England - - - | 36,000,000 | 92,000,000 9,800,000 10°11 25°20 
Spain - 16,000,000 | 34,500,000 | 5,500,000 15°95 32°50 
Egypt - - - 6,800,000 9,500,000 335,000 3°52 4°80 


“The small revenue which Egypt derives from tobacco is 
at the present time threatened by the extension of native 
cultivation ; the duties collected on the importation of Turkish 
and foreign tobaccos, which produced in 1886 the sum of 
three hundred thousand pounds, are rapidly diminishing, and 
competent authorities are apprehensive of this decrease assuming 
proportions which will place in serious peril the finances of the 
country, if effective steps are not immediately taken to check the 
diminution in the revenue. 

“The Director General of Customs estimates that if no surtax 
is imposed upon the cultivation of tobacco, the revenue will 
experience a further diminution to the extent of one hundred 
thoueand pounds. 

“ The development of tobacco production is easily explained by 
the protection enjoyed by this wr of cultivation under the 
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existing fiscal regime. While foreign tobaccos pay 12} piastres 
per oke, and native tobacco only 1 piastre, such a disproportion 
is opposed to ali the principles of sound political economy. 

“Tt is true that native tobacco is burdened with an additional 
tax of 3 piastres per oke at the time of its introduction into octroi 
towns, but this tax only produced three thousand pounds, Egyp- 
tian, in 1886. The tobacco crop, being estimated at a minimum 
of 3,500,000 okes, it follows that the octroi duty has only been paid 
upon an infinitesimal part of the production, about 110,000 okes. 

“The examination of the above facts and figures leads to the 
conviction that the treatment at present applied to tobacco is not 
just, and that a systematic change is necessary if it is desired 
to ward off the disagreeable contingencies above referred to. 

“ The method which naturally suggests itself, and which is also 
more in conformity with the true principles of administration, 
would appear to consist in raising the tax on native tobacco to 
the level of the duties charged on foreign tobaccos; the special 
tax on cultivation would then reach the sum of forty pounds per 
feddan. 

“ The Customs authorities are of opinion that even this would 
be insufficient, and that in the interests of importers it would be 
necessary to fix the tax at fifty pounds os feddan, this amount 
being“based upon an average yield of 500 kilogrammes per feddan. 
Be this as it may, the Government does not deem it expedient to 
adopt this high figure, and is of opinion that the tax which would 
be most compatible with the present exigencies should be thirty 
pounds per feddan. 

“ A projet de loi submitted to the Assembly has been prepared 
upon this basis, and the Government is convinced that its 
adoption will have a decisive influence upon the re-establishment 
of the financial equilibrium. 

“ This change in the system of tobacco taxation will yield a 
return estimated at one hundred thousand pounds for 1888. This 
amount, in all probability, will go on increasing in subsequent 
years, the Director-General of Customs calculating that the 
increase in revenue may eventually reach three hundred thousand 
pounds, 

“If these anticipations are realised, the measure which is 
recommended will possibly bring about a decrease in the taxation 
imposed upon the soil and agriculture of Egypt.” 
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XIV.—THE PAPER ROUBLE AND THE RATE OF 
EXCHANGE IN RUSSIA. 


A despatch, dated the 13th July last, has been received from 
Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersbur; 
transmitting translation by Mr. Michell of an article whic 
appeared in the Novoe Vremya of the 26th January (7th February) 
last, on the paper rouble and rate of exchange in Russia. The 
following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

“ The small dependence of our foreign trade on the value of the 
paper rouble is proved by the Customs Returns. A report has 
just been issued of the Foreign Trade of European Russia for the 
period embracing the Ist January—Ist December 1887. The 
figures published again controvert the dicta pronounced in the 
protectionist camp as indisputable, namely, that the depreciation 
of our monetary standard is mainly attributable to the balance of 
trade being unfavourable to Russia. 

“Tt is difficult to find a period in the history of the foreign trade 
of this country in which the balance of such trade was more 
favourable to ourselves than at present. During the eleven 
months of the past year the value of goods exported amounted to 
518,601,000 roubles, which was 118,000,000 roubles in excess 
of the same period in 1886; while the value of goods imported 
in 1887 amounted only to Rs. 305,754,000, or 51,000,000 roubles 
less than the total imports in 1886. The total excess of 
exports over imports in 1887 amounted to 213,000,000 and 
exceeded by 169,000,000 the favourable balance of trade of 
1886. 

“ This result is owing on the one hand to the increased expor- 
tation of our main products, especially of wheat (by 40,000,000 
pouds), oats (by 21,000,000 pouds), barley, rye, millet, spirits, 
linseed, flax, hemp, which more than compensated for a diminished 
exportation of wool, skins, and some other goods of secondary 
importance. On the other hand, the importation of goods into 
Russia is rapidly falling in consequence of the increase of Customs 
Duties and the development of native manufacturing industry. 

“The Customs receipts during the 11 months of last year 
were about 16,500,000 roubles less than those of the corre- 
sponding period of the preceding year, reckoning the deficit at the 
rate of exchange taken by the Ministry of Finance for the gold 
rouble in the Budget for 1888. 

“The importance of the matter does not, however, consist in this 
decrease of Customs revenue, but in the fact alluded to above. 

“The balance of trade proves to be completely in favour of 
Russia, and yet our rate of exchange does not improve, and since 
1886 it has fallen more than 10 per cent. 

“ Such a melancholy phenomenon cannot be ascribed to politicial 
influences. Moreover, rumours of war became more persistent 
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only since last autumn, whereas our rate of exchange began to 
drop in January 1887. It is not so much the rumour of war that 
affects the exchange, as the scarcity of money in our market. 

“ Remittances abroad to the amount of, say, 200 million roubles, 
would rapidly raise the rate of exchange. Unfortunately there is 
a demand in the home market for money on all sides, and even 
from the south of Russia, which formerly had remittances abroad 
to dispose of ; but during the last year the grain merchants of 
the south were in want of money to pay for the grain they 
purchased for exportation, and in this way the already im- 
poverished money market of St. Petersburg was still further 
drained. 

“ The cause of the present state of things must be sought in the 
re-sale to us of an enormous quantity of Russian securities in 
circulation abroad by the exchange of Berlin and partly that of 
London, Although a certain amount of our securities held 
abroad were absorbed by speculators on the exchanges of Paris 
and Amsterdam, yet it is said that Government stock of the 
value of about 200 million roubles returned to Russia. If this 
calculation be approximately correct, we have here the explana- 
tion of the fall of our rate of exchange, in spite of a favourable 
balance of trade. 

“There is still another phenomenon which cannot be easily 
explained, and that is the undoubted decrease of money in 
circulation; at the same time the rate of discount is very high. 
While money can be easily procured at Berlin at less than 2 per 
- cent., our Bank rate of discount varies between 5 and 7} per cent. 
The money market being so distressed, we would suppose, 
according to the teaching of political economy, that the rouble 
would rise in value. It would seem that economic laws have no 
application in Russia. 

“ Admitting even the existence of much that is hazy and con- 
tradictory in the science of political economy, we must still 
concede the possibility of an explanation less consoling, namely, 
that our rate of exchange, even in its present melancholy con- 
dition, is only maintained owing to certain circumstances, if not 
artificially. When money will become less scarce, the value of 
the rouble will fall still more. 

“We have among us many advocates of the theory that a 
depreciation of the value of the rouble can only be of advantage 
to Russia, because it allows her to increase her exports and to 
compete with countries which have a metallic standard; but this 
though plausible is paradoxical and extremely dangerous. 

“It is true that with the fall in the price of the rouble articles 
of export rise in value, while the cost of their production remains 
almost the same. 

“But this difference gradually disappears, prices inevitably 
regulate themselves, and wages together with the cost of living 
and of production attain a higher level. 

“To this it is replied, it does not much matter; our exports rise 
in corresponding price, consequently everything remains the 


‘ 
A 
Ba 
| 
1 
i] 
! 
q 
4 


320 PAPER ROUBLE AND RATE OF EXCHANGE IN RUSSIA. 


same. We would, however, observe that the export trade, 
valuable though it may be, is not of decisive signification. Of 
what possible consequence can the exportation of 500 millions of 
merckandise be, when our production in general most certainly 
exceeds 5 or 6 milliards of roubles annually? Moreover, of these 
500 millions more than 300 millions are paid for, as we see, in 
foreign goods, and at the same time with the increase of the cost 
of production the importation of the- latter will be considerably 
facilitated. 

“We have, of course, a protective tariff, but it is easy to under- 
stand that the high Customs duties are not paid by foreigners, 
but by Russian consumers. 

“To sum up the foregoing, it should be recognised that the 
daily depreciation of the value of the rouble is an extremely 
serious phenomenon, which should not be regarded with in- 
difference, and we must not strew flowers over the yawning 
precipice. Facts should impress us more than eloquent reasoning. 
There was a period in the history of Russia (1807-1812) when 
the paper rouble fell to a quarter of its value, and this deprecia- 
tion, notwithstanding our infantine condition as producers, and 
the then undeveloped state of public credit, was accompanied by 
most ruinous consequences,’ 
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XV.— WORKING OF THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE 
ACT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following observations on the working of the Interstate 
Commerce Act of the United States, a précis of which was given 
on pp. 235-6 of the Board of Trade Journal for March 1887, are 
made in the first annual report of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, which has recently been issued :— 

“The Act to regulate commerce has now been in operation 
nearly eight months. One immediate effect was to cause incon- 
venience in many quarters, and even yet the business of some 
parts of the country is not fully adjusted to it. Some carriers 
also are not as yet in their operations conforming in all respects 
to its spirit and purpose. Nevertheless, the Commission feels 
justified in saying that the operation of the Act has in general 
been beneficial. In some particulars, us we understand has also 
been the case with similar statutes in some of the States, it has 
operated directly to increase railroad earnings, especially in the 
cutting off of free passes on interstate passenger traffic, and in 
putting an end to rebates, drawbacks, and special rates upon 
freight business. The results of the law in these respects are also 
eminently satisfactory to the general public, certainly to all who 
had not been wont to profit, by special or personal advantages. 
In connexion with the abolition of the pass system, there has 
been some reduction in passenger fares, especially in the charge 
made for mileage tickets in the north-west, the section of the 
country where they are perhaps most employed. 

“Freight traffic for the year has been exceptionally large in 
volume, and is believed to have been in no small degree stimulated 
by a growing confidence that the days of rebates and special rates 
were ended, and that open rates on an equal basis were now 
offered to all comers. The reflex action of this development of 
confidence among business men has been highly favourable to the 
roads. 

“ In some localities the passage of the Act was made the occa- 
sion on the part of dissatisfied and short-sighted railroad managers 
for new exactions, through a direct raising of rates, by change in 
classification and otherwise. The manifestation of the spirit 
which induced such action is now but seldom observed, and the 
wrongs resulting from it have in general been corrected. The 
effect of the operation of the fourth section has been specially 
described above, and the Commission repeats in this place its 
opinion that, however serious may have been the results in some 
cases, the general effect has been beneficial. The changes in 
classification made since the Act took effect have been in the 
direction of greater uniformity, and have also in general, it is 
believed, been concessions to business interests. 
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* The tendency of rates has been downward, and they have 
seldom been permanently advanced, except when excessive competi- 
tion had reduced them to points at which they could not well be 
maintained. No destructive rate wars have occurred, but 
increased stability in rates has tended in the direction of stability 
in general business. There is still, however, great mischief 
resulting from frequent changes in freight rates on the part of 
some companies; changes that in some cases it is difficult to 
suggest excuse for. 

« The general results of the law have been in important ways 
favourable to both the roads and the public; while the compara- 
tively few complaints that have been heard of its results are either 
made with imperfect knowledge of the facts, or spring from the 
remembrance of practices which the law was deliberately framed 
to put an end to. 

* Amendments of the Law.—The Commission has not seen 
occasion for recommending any very considerable changes in the Act 
under which its work is performed. It has seemed to its members 
that the law for the regulation of interstate commerce should be 
permitted to have a growth, and that it would most surely, as 
well as most safely, attain a high degree of efficiency and useful- 
ness in that way. The general features of the Act are grounded 
in principles that will stand the test of time and experience, and 
only time and experience can determine whether all the provisions 
made for their enforcement are safe, sound, and workable. When 
they prove not to be, experience will be a safe guide in legislation 
to perfect them. ’ 

“The law ought, as we think, to indicate in plain terms 
whether the express business and all other transportation by the 
carriers named in the Act shall be governed by its provisions. 
The provision against the sudden rising of rates ought to be 
clearly made applicable to joint rates as well asto others. The 
Commission ought also to have the authority and the means to 
bring about something like uniformity in the method of publishing 
rates, which is now in great confusion, and to carefully examine, 
collect, and supervise the schedules, contracts, &c. required by the 
law to be filed as well as properly to handle the mass of statistical 
information called for by the twentieth section. For all these 
purposes, as well as for others imperfectly provided for, a consider- 
able addition to the foree employed with the Commission will be 
indispensable.” 
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XVI—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Labour Statistics, Rates of Wages in Belgium. Replies to 
certain Questions by the Labour Commission appointed by Royal 
Decree, in Belgium, dated 15th April 1886, as to Rates of Wages 
and recent Fluctuations in various Industries, and as to the 
Condition of Workmen in Belgium. (C.—5269.) Price 1s. 


This paper has recently been issued by the Board of Trade. It is 
stated in the prefatory note which accompanies the extracts from 
the Belgian report that “the accompanying statements as to rates 
“ of wages in Belgium are extracted and translated from a bulky 
“ volume which has recently been issued by the ‘Commission du 
“ Travail’ in Belgium, appointed by Royal Decree, dated 
“ 15th April 1886. This book is entitled ‘ Réponses au Ques- 
“ tionnaire concernant le Travail Industriel, Vol. 1.’; this 
“ ¢ Questionnaire’ containing no fewer than 100 questions as to 
“ the wages, means of living, condition, &c. of the working classes 
in Belgium. 

“ The replies which have been selected for extract and trans- 
“ lation are those to questions Nos. 20, 42, and 44, which deal 
“ directly with rates of wages, working men’s budgets, and the 
“ yelative changes in money wages, and the prices of leading 
“ articles of workmen’s consumption in recent years. The 
“ questions are set out in full at the head of each part containing 
“ the corresponding replies.” 


2. Local Taxation (Ireland) Returns for the Year 1886 
(C.—5225.) Price 54d, 


The above return is stated to be collected aud compiled under 
the direction of the Local Government Board for Ireland. From 
the return it appears that the amount raised in Ireland during the 
year 1886 by local taxation (exclusive of receipts from loans and 
from Imperial taxes) was as follows :— 

£ Per cent. 
Rates on real property - 2,797,451 80°1 
Tolls, fees, stamps, and dues - 447,622 12°8 
Other receipts 247,599 71 


Total - - 3,492,672  100°0 


Thus showing a decrease of 70,644/. in the “ Rates on real 
property,” a decrease of 16,232. in “Tolls, fees, stamps, and 
dues,” and a decrease of 41,552/. in “ Other receipts,” making a 
total decrease of 128,448/, as compared with the previous year, 
1885. 
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3. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, December 1887. 77 (A. XI.) Price 2d. 


The return now published completes the monthly comparative 
statements of the pauperism of England and Wales for the 
quarter ended Christmas 1887. 

On referring to the tables in the monthly comparative state- 
ments for the months of October, November, and December 
1887, showing the number of paupers in receipt of relief on the 
last day of each week of the corresponding months for the last 
31 years, it will be seen that, with the exception of the second 
week of the quarter, the number of paupers continues to increase 
week by week during the whole three months, 

The number of persons (excluding lunatics in asylums and 
licensed houses, and vagrants,) relieved in England and Wales on 
the last day in each week of the month of December was as 
follows :—First week, 745,902; second week, 752,043; third 
week, 756,993 ; fourth week, 758,146. 


4. Poor Relief (England and Wales) Return C.  In-Main- 
tenance and Out-door Relief. 253 (C.1.) Price 44d. 


This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
(iovernment Board. 

It shows that the expenditure during the’ half-year ended 
Michaelmas 1887 on in-maintenance and out-door relief in each 
division of England and Wales, together with the cost per head 
on population of each kind of relief, was as follows :— 


Expenditure during 

DIVISIONS. Michaeimas 38, 

| In-Mainte- | Out-door | Of In-Main- | Of Out-door 
| nance. Relief. tenance. kelief. 
The Metropolis- - 306388 | $1,820 
South-Eastern - 95,760 125,312 - & -11 
SouthMidland- - - -| 43,686 104,159 - 6 13 
Eastern - - 38,981 87,717 
South-Western- - -| 39,009 148,977 -5 | 1 
West Midland - - - 8798 146,216 | -n 
North Midland 35,191 97,819 -#@ | 11 
North-Western - -| 112,965 116,962 - 6 | - 6 
York - - 55,742 130,174 - 4 - 9f 
Northern 31,095 71,211 - 4 - 9 
Tora for England and Wales - 874,722 1,264,353 - 7 | - 10} 
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5. Statement of the Trade of British India with British Posses- 
sions and Foreign Countries for the five Years 1882-83 to 1886-87. 
(C.—5266.) Price 1s. 2d. 


This annual statement of the trade and navigation of British 
India is for the year ending 31st March 1887-88, and is prepared 
under the direction of Mr. Godley, Under Secretary of State. 

It contains tables showing tie value of the imports and exports 
of merchandise, and of treasure (bullion and specie), gross amount 
of the Customs duties collected, and rates of tariff under 
which such duties were collected, quantity and value of the 
Government stores imported and exported, together with the 
number and tonnage of vessels entered and’ cleared, and the 
number of vessels built and registered in India, the information 
being given in all cases for each year from 1882-83 to 1886-87. 

The following is a general statement of the total foreign sea- 
borne trade of British India for a period of five years :— 


Tens of Rupees. 


1882-83. | 1883-84, 1884-85. | 1885-86. 1886-87. 


Private Imports : 
Merchandise - - - | 50,003,041 | 52,703,891 | 53,149,311 | 51,811,586 | 58,661,462 
Treasure - : - | 13,458,157 | 12,877,963 | 13,878,848 | 15,477,801 | 11,053,319 


63,456,198 65,581,854 | 67,028,159 | 67,289,337 | 69,714,781 


Private Exports : 
Merchandise - - 83,100,865 | 88,121,296 | 83,200,528 | 83,827,840 | 88,428,660 
980,859 981,572 1,887,530 1,087,888 1,684,511 


84,381,724 | 89,102,868 | 85,087,858 | 84,915,678 | 90,113,171 


Treasure 


| 
Government Transactions : 


Stores - - 2,092,670 2,575,457 2,553,761 3,844,329 3,115,889 
Imports 
reasure 0 9,350 0 0 
§ Stores - - 84,258 54,794 54,764 53,424 41,457 
Exports 
(Treasure +s 61,200 28,735 83,300 20,400 36,005 
2,238,128 2,658,986 2,701,175 3,918,153 3,198,351 
Total Trade - - | 150,076,050 | 157,343,708 | 154.817,192 | 156,123,168 | 163,021,303 


Excess Exports of Merchandise 
(including Government Stores) | 31,889,412 | 82,896,742 27,552,220 | 28,225,399 | 26,692,766 


12,411,098 | 11,867,656 | 11,917,568 | 14,369,563 9,332,803 


Excess Imports of Treasure 


| 
18,078,314 | 21,029,086 | 15,634,652 | 13,855,836 | 17,359,963 


In the introduction it is stated that all values are given in this 
volume as “tens of rupees,” a denomination which, while not sub- 
ject to the charge of inaccuracy attaching to that of “£ sterling,” 
ealeulated at the nominal exchange of 2s. to the rupee, never- 


Net Excess Exports of Total 
Trade - 
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theless enables comparisons to be made with the figures in any 
past volumes in which that inaccurate expression of values was 
employed. 

The net imports of the precious metals during the past five 
years are shown as follows :— 


| Tens of Rupees. 

| Gold. | Silver. 

| 
1882-83 - 4,930,871 7,480,227 
5,462,509 | 6,405,151 
1884-85 - - 4,671,936 | 7,245,631 
1885-86 - - 2,762,935 | 11,606,628 
1886-87 - - 2,177,065 7,155,738 | 


The total number and tonnage of the shipping which entered 
and cleared at Indian ports from and to foreign countries during 
the last two years were as follows :— 


Sailing and Steam. 


| 
| 


Number. Tons. | Tonnage. 
< | 
1885-86 - - 10,562 7,294,589 691 
1886-87 - - - 10,581 | 7,171,863 671 


The following figures relate to steam vessels only :— 


| Entered. Cleared. 

| No. | Tons. No. | Tons. 
1885-86 | 1,631 | 2,361,942 1,632 2,397,828 
1886-87 ‘ | 1,602 | 2,842,690 1,620 | 2,398,164 


6. Grain, Xe. , are Prices), Return for each County in Scot- 
land of the Fiars Prices of each description of Grain, §c., as struck 
by the Sheriffs and Juries of Counties for the Years 1879 to 1886 
inelusive, distinguishing the several classes of Grain, &c. 319. 
Price 


This is a return to the House of Commons on the motion of 
Mr. Jasper More compiled from the returns transmitted annually 
by the Sheriff and Stewart Clerks to the Teind Clerk, It shows 
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the annual prices which have been returned in each separate 
county in Scotland, given alphabetically, for each different species 
of grain, &c. in each year from 1879 to 1886. 


7. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Tables showing the Extent, 
in statute acres, and the Produce of the Crops for the Year 1887, 
with observations of the District Inspectors of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and of the Sergeants of the Metropolitan Police 
who acted as Superiniendents of the Agricultural Statistics. 
(C.—5220.) Price 4d, 


This is the annual report of the Registrar-General of Ireland, 
and is issued in anticipation of the detailed report on the 
agricultural statistics of that country. The Registrar states 
that “‘the acreage under crops in 1887, compared with 1886, 
shows, in cereal crops, a decrease in wheat of 2,365 acres, in oats 
of 6,928 acres, in barley of 19,429 acres, and in bere of 40 acres, 
while in rye there is an increase of 198 acres. In green crops— 
turnips increased by 800 acres, and mangel wurzel by 4,320 
acres, but there is a decrease of 2,908 acres in potatoes. In 
other orops—flax increased by 2,394 acres, and hay by 49,609 
acres. Compared with the average acreage for the 10 years 
1877-1886 there is a decrease in all the chief crops except hay, 
which has increased by 173,695 acres, and flax, in which there 
is an increase of 10,025 acres. Wheat shows «a decrease of 
53,756 acres, oats a decrease of 62,248 acres, and barley a 
decrease of 42,887 acres, but there is an increase of 2,149 acres in 
tye. Potatoes have decreased by 30,970 acres, and turnips by 
7,720 acres: mangel wurzel shows a small increase of 226 acres. 

“ The yield per acre of cereal crops in 1887, compared with 1886, 
exhibits an increase in wheat of 0°7 ecwt., while oats show a 
decrease of 2°4 cwts., barley of 2° 5 ewts., bere of 1°3 cwts., 
and rye of 0°8 cwt. In other crops—potatoes only show an 
increase, viz., 1*2 tons; turnips decreased by 4*2 tons, mangel 
wurzel by 2°6 tons, hay by 0'4 ton, and flax by 10°6 stones. 
The rates for 1887, compared with the average rates for the 10 
years 1877-1886, show a decrease in all crops except wheat and 
potatoes, which exhibit an increase of 1°1 cwts., and 1°3 tons 
respectively. Oats decreased by 1°8 cwts., barley by 2:4 ewts., 
bere by 1°9 ewts., and rye by 0° 7ewt. ‘Turnips show a decrease 
of 3:0 tons, mangel of 1 ‘9 tons, flax of 10°1 stones, and hay of 
0 +4 ton.” 


8. Thames and Severn Canal, Report to the Board of Trade 
on the Thames and Severn Canal. (C.—-5272.) Price 1d. 


This is a report by Mr. Courtenay Boyle to the Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, and is dated 27th October 1887. The 
canal runs from the Thames at Lechlade to the Stroud Water 
Canal at Wallbridge, close by Stroud. 
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9. Egypt (No. 1, 1888). Correspondence respecting the pro- 
posed International Convention for securing the free navigation of 
the Suez Canal. (C.—5255.) Price 8d. 


This paper, published in February 1888, carries the corre- 
spondence which has passed between the Foreign Office and the 
various foreign Govervments interested on the subject of the free 
navigation of the Suez Canal, down to the 6th of December 
1887. 


10. Oleomargarine and other Spurious Butters (Legislation in 
Foreign Countries). Return in continuation up to the present time 
of Paper (Commercial No. 9, 1885 [C.—4386.].) 311. Price 43d. 


The above return carries the correspondence relating to foreign 
legislation respecting oleomargarine and other spurious butters 
down to the 24th of December 1887. Particulars relating io the 
under-mentioned foreign countries are given in the correspon- 
dence. 

Austro - Hungary, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden and Norway, 
and the United States. 


ll. Railways, §c. Bills. Copy of Report by the Board of Trade 
upon all the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Subway, Gas, and Water 
Bills of Session 1888, together with Statements relating to Appli- 
cations to the Board of Trade for Provisional Orders for Tramways 
and Gas and Water. 3. Price 6d. 


This report contains a statement of the number of Bills of the 
present session which relate to railways, canals, tramways, &c., and 
their total proposed capital and length of line. It gives also a 
statement showing the number of applications to the Board of 
Trade for Provisional Orders under the Tramways Act, and the 
Gas and Water Facilities Act, together with an «analysis of the 
various Bills and an analysis of the applications to the Board of 
Trade for Provisional Orders or Certificates. An analysis is 
also given of Bills which contain provisions for the amalgamation 
of certain railway companies, or for the sale or lease of certain 
railways. 


12. Gold and Silver Commission, Second Report of the Royal 
Commission appointed to inquire into the recent Changes in the 
Relative Values of the Precious Metals ; with Minutes of Evidence 
and Appendices, (C—5248.) Price 3s. 


The Royal Commissioners in submitting this, the second 
portion of their report, state that they append notes of the 
evidence which they have taken since the date of their last 
report (issued in June 1887), together with other information 
bearing upon the subject of their inquiry. 

They further state that the present section of the evidence 
relates chiefly to the effect upon the trade industry and general 
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interests of the United Kingdom of the changes in the relative 
value of gold and silver. 

They further add that they propose shortly to proceed to 
corsider their final report on the several matters referred to them, 
and that they hope to submit their conclusions at no distant 
date. 

The report, which is dated the 30th of January 1888, is signed 
by 12 out of the 13 Royal Commissioners, Mr. Chamberlain 
having resigned in September 1887, 

To the present report is annexed an appendix, which contains 
answers to a circular letter addressed to certain persons in 
foreign countries. To this circular answers were received from 
the following authorities. 

Professor Pierson, of Amsterdam, attributes the fall in the 
price of silver chiefly to increased production and to the decreased 
amount of silver coined. 

Professor Nasse, of Bonn, is also of opinion that the alteration 
in the relative value of gold and silver is primarily the conse- 
quence of changes in the mint regulations of most civilised States, 
in which the German Empire took the lead. 

Professor Lexis, of Gottingen is of opinion that the permanent 
causes of the depreciation are, firstly, the almost continuous 
increase in the production of silver for the last 20 years, which 
latterly amounts to more than double the annual average for the 
years 1866-70; and, secondly, the diminished use of silver in 
consequence of its exclusion from the coinage system of several 
important countries. 

M. Ewile de Laveleye, Professor of Political Economy at the | 
University of Liege, states that it is perfectly evident that ihe 
fall in the value of silver as compared with gold is entirely duc to 
the legislative measures that have been adopted by different 
States, firstly, by the adoption of the gold instead of the silver 
standard, and secondly, in the suspension of the coinage of 
silver. 

The Hon. David Welis, of Norwich, Connecticut, U.S., attri- 
buted the depression to the increased supply of silver and to a 
movement in favour of a gold standard in some countries, together 
with a partial disuse of silver. He does not apprehend a further 
decline in the value of silver as compared with gold, but rather 
looks for an advance of silver in value and its-eventual return to a 


parity of value with gold. 


13. Emigration and Immigration. Statistical Tables relating 
to Emigration and Immigration from and into the United Kingdom 
in the Year 1887, and Report to the Board of Trade thereon, 2. 
Price 4d. 

This is the annual Board of Trade report on the emigration and 
immigration from and into the United Kingdom. The return 
shows that there was a total increase of 65,693 emigrants in 1887 
as compared with 1886, the precise figures being 396,494 in 1887 
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and 330,801 in 1886. Inthe year 1887, 281,487 were of British 
and Irish origin, as compared with 232,900 in 1886. From the 
above figures it appears that there was a total increase in 1887, as 
compared with 1886, of 65,693, or 20 per cent.; of foreigners 
there was an increase of 14,202, or 15 per cent., and of British 
and Irish an increase of 48,587, or 21 per cent. 

It is remarked that the number of British and Ivish emigrants 
in 1887, viz. 281,487, is the largest yet reached in any year since 
the nationality of emigrants has been distinguished with the 
exception of 1883, when the number was 320,118. Taking the 
population of the United- Kingdom at the middle of 1887 as 
37,091,564 (according to the estimate of the Registrar-General), 
the proportion of emigration of British and Irish origin was in that 
year °76 per cent., a higher rate than that of any previous year 
since 1854, except the year 1882, when it was ‘79 per cent., and 
the year 1883, when it was ‘90 per cent. 

Some small part of the emigration from the United Kingdom to 
the United States has of late years been effected by way of the 
continental ports of Antwerp, Rotterdam, and Amsterdam, the 
total number of emigrants by these routes from the United 
Kingdom for 1887 having been 3,350, and for 1886, 3,637, 

The number of immigrants in 1887 was 119,013, of whom 85,475 
were of British and Irish origin ; this shows an increase of 10,134 in 
the total immigration, and of 5,457 in those of British and Irish 
origin, as compared with the previous year, 1886. The excess of 
emigration over immigration during the last few years is shown as 
follows :— 


Total Number 


Passengers. 


Passengers of 
British and Trish 
Origin only. 


Number of emigrants in 1887 - - 396,494 | 281,487 


immigrants ,, - - | 119,013 | 85,475 


Excess of emigrants in 1887 | 277,481 | 196,012 


Corresponding excess in 1886 - - | 221,922 | 152,882 


” 


1885 - 150,836 122,176 


As regards destination, the United States comes of course first 
with 72 per cent. of the total British and Irish emigration ; then 
comes Australia with 12 per cent., and then Canada with 11 per 
cent. 

As regards ports of departure, Liverpool, London, and Queens- 
town continue to be the chief ports of embarkation, whilst a 
somewhat larger number of emigrants than usual embarked in 
1887 at Southampton and Londonderry, and a somewhat smaller 
number at Plymouth and Dartmouth, 
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14, Statistical Tables relating to the Progress of the Foreign 
Trade of the United Kingdom and ‘of other Countries in recent 
years, with Report to the Board of Trade thereon. (C.—5297.) 
Price 34d. 


This is Mr. Giffen’s report to the Secretary of the Board of Trade 
upon competition with English foreign trade which was published 
on p. 175 of the February number of the Journal, together with 
the accompanying tables which were too voluminous to be re- 
printed in the Journal. 


15. Correspondence respecting the Liquor Traffic in the North 
Sea. (C.—5263.) Commercial No. 5 (1888). Price 54d. 


This paper gives the report of Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Trevor, 
the British delegates at the International Conference at The 
Hague in June 1886. It also gives the correspondence which 
ensued, together with the Convention which was signed at The 
Hague in November 1887, and carries the correspondence down 
to December 6th of that year, 


16. First Annual Report of the Agricultural Adviser to the 
Lords of the Committee of Council for Agriculture. 1887. 
Insects and Fungi injurious to the Crops of the Farm, the Orchard, 
and the Garden.) (C—5275.) Price 3d. 


This is a report, dated January 1888, by Mr. Charles White- 
head, the Agricultural Adviser to the Privy Council for Agriculture. 
In it Mr. Whitehead deals with his subject under the following 
five heads, viz., the Ribbon-footed Corn Fly, the Corn Saw-fly, the 
Hessian Fly, the Clover Eelworm, and the Hop Mildew. In each 
case he gives the natural history, methods of prevention, and 
remedies against the insects named in his report. 


17. The Land Commission for England, Report of the Com- 
missioners for the year 1887. (C.—5288.) Price 24d, 


This is the annual statement of the Land Commissioners for 
the year 1887, dated 31st January 1888, and is drawn up on the 
same lines as the previous reports by the Commissioners under 
11 different heads. Under the heading No. 9 it is shown that 
the tithes in 12,236 parishes and other districts in England and 
Wales have been commuted by agreements or awards. The 
amount of rentcharge so commuted and apportioned is stated as 
follows, viz.:— 

8. 


Payable to clerical appropriators 680,039 
Payable to parochial incumbents 2,412,103 
Payable to lay impropriators - 766,205 
Payable to schools, colleges, &e. 196,056 


4,054,405 


Considerable progress has, the Commissioners state, been made 
in the proceedings under the Extraordinary Tithe Redemption 
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Act. There were, on the 25th June 1886, lands ‘in 491 parishes 
liable to extraordinary tithe rentcharge in respect of either hop, 
fruit, or market-garden cultivation. These lands have been since 
surveyed and mapped, and the boundaries of the farms, which 
will become chargeable with the anuual four per cent. rentcharge 
on the capital value of the extraordinary charge, have been ascer- 
tained by this office in 482 parishes, subject to final revision. 
The areas of the Jands liable to the charge have in like manner 
been ascertained in 380 parishes. 

- The results in the three counties of Kent, Sussex, and South- 
ampton, subject to small alterations which may subsequently be 
found necessary, are given in the following table :— . 


{ 

i Area liable to the | | 

| Extraordinary Charge on | Area at N | 

| No. 25th June 1886. thetime * | 

County. | of ___! Total. | ofthe | d- | 
| Parishes. | Commu- | | 
| | Market | | tation. 


owners. | pations. 
Gardens. | 


| 


Hops. | Fruit. 


Acres. Acres., Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Kent - 2 38,684 7,664 1,875 48,178 28,425 2,779 4,231 
Sussex - 799 10,546 9,053 | 1,279 


Southampton 2827, — | 157 | 2,984 1,369 200 256 


Totals 5 | 51,208 7,664 | 2,831 61,708 38,847 | 3,697 | 5,766 


18. Report on certain Statistics of Banking in Ireland, and 
Investments in Government and India Stocks on which Dividends 
are payable at the Bank of Ireland 31st December 1871-87 and 
30th June and 31st December 1878-87. (C.—5293.) Price 14d. 


This is the annual report of the Registrar-General for Ireland 
on Banking Statistics and Stock Investments in Ireland. It 
states that the deposits and cash balances of joint stock banks on 
31st December 1887 were 29,771,000/., and that the estimated 
balances of the Post Office Savings Banks on the 31st December 
1887 were 2,932,000/. The report also states that in Decem- 
ber 1887 there was a decrease of cash balances in the Trish joint 
stock banks as compared with the corresponding period in 1886, 
amounting to 401,000/, or 1°3 per cent.; that there was an 
increase of 432,000/. in cash balances in the Irish joint stock banks 
in December 1887, as compared with June 1887; that there 
was a total increase in the deposits in savings banks in Ireland in 
December 1887, as compared with the same period of 1886, 
amounting to 265,000/., or 5°6 per cent., of which increase 
229,000/. was in Post Office, and 36,000/. in Trustee savings 
banks; that there was an increase of 143,000/. in the deposits 
in savings banks in December 1887, as compared with the previous 
June; that there was a decrease in the amount of Government 
and India Stocks, on which dividends are payable at the Bank 
of Ireland, of 241,000/. in December 1887, as compared with 
the same period of 1886; that in December 1887 there was a 
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diminution of 940,000/. in the amount of Government and India 
Stocks, on which dividends are payable at the Bank of Ireland, as 
compared with June of the same year; that in December 1887 
there was a diminution of 395,000/. in the amount of bank note 
circulation, as compared with the corresponding period of 1886 ; 
that there was an increase of bank note circulation to the 
amount of 283,000/. in December 1887, as compared with June 
of the same year. 


19, Emigration Statistics of Ireland for the year 1887. 
(C.—5307.) Price 2d. 


In his annual report the Registrar-General states that the 
number of emigrants who left Irish ports in 1887 was 83,202, an 
increase of 19,786 as compared with 1886; the number of males 
being 43,378, or 11,237 more than in the previous year, and of 
females 39,824, an increase of 8,549. 

Of the 83,202 emigrants in 1887, 82,923 were natives of 
Ireland, and 279 were persons belonging to other countries. 

The ages of the emigrants are given, from which it appears that 
79°8 per cent. of the persons who Jeft Ireland in 1887 were 
between the ages of 15 and 35 years, the per-centage over that 
age being 9°3, and of children under 15 years 10°7 ; in 195 cases, 
or 0°2 per cent., the ages were unspecified. 

Of the 82,923 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1887, 
77,861, or 93°9 per cent., went to the Colonies or to foreign 
countries, and 5,062, or 6°] per cent., to Great Britain. The 
United States of America absorbed 69,789, or 84:2 per cent. of 
the number of native emigrants, in 1887, compared with an 
average of 59,246, or 76°5 per cent., for the four preceding years. 


7 
2 
, 
= 
bet 
at 22 
x 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


XVIL--STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—-Corn PRIcEs. 


Rerorn of the QuaNTITIEs soLp and AverAGE Prices of BritisH Corn, 
ImpertAL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and Officers 
of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. 
| | 


Quantities sold. 


‘ Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week erded 4th February 1888 60,744 62,880 7,846 


3 
llth , 54,985 56,898 4 9,414 
0 


18th 57,410 45,718 7,150 
25th | 55,308 37,868 8,100 


February 1888 - - 228,443 203,365 $2,512 


Corresponding month in 1857 | 163,326 ; 283,134 
1886 | 279,788 5 | 311,504 


Average Prices, 


Week ended 4th February 1888 
» llth ,, 
18th 
25th 


February 1888 


January 1888 
December 1887 
November ,, 
October 
September ,, 
August 
July 

June 

May 

April 

March 


~ 


© 


© 1TH N 


~ 


February 1887 
1886 
1885 
1884 


© 
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IL.—EMIGRATION.—FEBRUARY 1888. 


Return of the Numpers, Nationatities, and of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinanom for Praces out of 
Evrorr during the Month ended 29th February 1888, and the 
Two Months ended 29th February 1888, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


! 
| | 
British An | 
North Austral- other Total, | 


Nationalities. 
} asia, | 
America. 


oshel sponding 
Places, | Month, 
| 1887. 


Month ended 29th February. 


English 4,873 | | 8,102 


Scotch 946 92 | | 1,914 


Irish - 1,336 (1,643 


Total of British origin 78 | | 11,059 


Foreigners - - | 9 | 4,086 


Nationalities not distinguished. | 231 | 231 


Total - 10,920 | 1,700 15,873 


Total for corresponding 


Month, 7887 = 


Two Months ended February 


English 2,803 14,178 143716 
Scotch 361 P 2,666 


Trish 


Total of British origin 
Foreigners - 


Nationalities not distinguished 7 650 


Total : ° 17,802 3,588 25,895 25,832 


Total for corresponding =e 
Months, 7887 - 5,554 25,882 


Note.—The above figures, being made up at the carliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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AND WaALEs. 
Nomser of Recetving Orpers GaAzetrep in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions, 


| Two months 


February 
ended February 


j 
1888. | 1887. | 1888. | 1887. 
| 


No. No. No. 


Total gazetted - - 404 835 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations ;— 
Grocers, &e. - 
Farmers - - 
Publicans and hotel &e. 
Builders - 
Boot and shoe and 
Bakers - 4 
Tailors, &e.  - - 
Drapers, &e. - “ 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silver- 
smiths, &e. 
Clerks, commercial and general - 
Butchers - 
Greengrocers, &e. 
Provision merchants, &c. 
Confectioners 
Agents, commission and general 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 
Chemists, and chemical manufac- 
turers - 
Dairymen, cowkeopers, &e. 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers = - 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Auctioneers - - - - 
Ironmongers - - - 
Solicitors - 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, 
Merchants - 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating- rouse keepers 
Carpenters and joiners - 
General dealers - - - 
Tobacconists, &¢c. - - 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters 
China, glass, earthenware, &c. dealers 
ing-house keepers : - 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - rs 
Tradesmen’s assistants - 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, ond 
Bricklayers, plasterers, &c. 
Brick and tile makers, &c. - - 
Cheesemongers - - 
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Two months 


| 
| 
February | ended February 
1888. | 71887. | 1888. | 7887. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No No No. No 
oceupations—cont. 
Millers - 4 3 4 
Engineers and founders, - 3 3 3 7 
Accountants - - - - - 1 3 3 7 
Hatters 2 1 3 2 
Carriage, &e. - - - 2 3 2 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - - 1 2 3 3 
Brokers, ship and insurance - - - 2 2 3 2 
Cab, omnibus, and coach aa ietors . 2 1 3 3 
Colliers, miners, &c. - 1 2 3 3 
Fancy goods | importers, &e. - 1 3 2 
Gardeners, market = - - - - - 1 2 3 2 
Labourers, &e. - - 2 3 
Machinist and implement manufacturers and 

Officers in army - - - - 3 2 3 2 
Oil merchants - - - - 2 2 3 4 
Ship owners and managers - . - 2 1 3 3 
Tea merchants - - - 3 — 3 1 
Theatre and music hall proprietors, &e 3 4 3 2 
Warehousemen - 2 1 3 2 

Corn, flour, seed, hay and straw merchants - 
and dealers - 3 2 
Printers and - - - 2 2 4 
Stationers - - - - 4 2 4 
Wine and spirit &e. - 1 3 4 


IV.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of AntmAts exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britain during the month ended 29th February 1888, and during 
the first ‘Two Months of the Year 1888, compared with the 

corresponding Periods of the Year 1887. 


Two months 


February | ended February 


Animals, 


4887. 1888. 


No. 
Cattle - - 32,417 | 30,325 | 73,913 | 75,544 
Sheep - 7,457 6,682 | 20,473 | 23,322 
Swine . - | 57,498 | 48,775 |122,910 | 772,089 
Goats - - - - 29 12 38 2 
Horses - - - - 1,319 | 7,329 | 2,561 | 2,599 
Mules or Jennets . - - 1 — 2 4 
Asses - - - ae 19 26 24 
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V.—FISHERY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and VALUE of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Enctish and Wetsu Coasts during the Month 
and Two Months ended February 29th, 1838, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1887. 


Turbot - 
Soles 


Prime fish, not separately distinguished 


Total prime fish 


E Haddock - - 

- - 
lerrings - 

- - 

1 Plaice 


Total 

Shell Fish :— 

sters 

H Crabs - - - 
1 Oysters « - 


Other shell fish - - 


Turbot - - 


Total prime fish 


Salmon - 
Cod - 
Lin - - 
Haddock - 
Mackerel - 
Pilchards - 
Sprats - - 
Plaice - 
All other, except shell fish - 
Total - 
Shell Fish :— 
Lobsters 
Crabs - - 
Oysters 
Other shell fish - - 


Total - 


Total value of fish landed 


February 


Two Months ended 
February 


1888. 


1887. 


1888. 


1887. 


All other, except#bell fish - 


Soles - - 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 


QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts Cwts. Cwts. 
4,549 5,402 9,593 9;736 
5,072 7,978 11,281 15,922 
9,083 6,755 16,730 15,385 
18,704 20,135 37,604 41,043 
128 128 292 
28,481 28,365 52,279 51,151 
6,707 7,610 13,538 13,109 
133,608 413,572 269,537 224,097 
493 4,874 3,775 14,451 
4,909 7,684 13,254 35,702 
402 126 4,496 404 
3,692 18,945 40,691 57,405 
51,211 110,271 
102,882 159,652 200,089 504,019 
351,217 861,255 745,662 445,395 
No. No. No. | No. 
9,375 7,908 11,744 | "40,558 
| 102,026 85,020 142,900 © 135,486 
| 3,086,000 2,840,000 6,823,000 5,733,000 
| Cwts. Cwts. Cwts Cuts. 
| 31,261 30,3G2 _ 64,879 51,155 
VALUE 
£ £ £ 
17,811 15,940 33,315 81,186 
28,545 33,332 61,205 63,236 
16,612 | 24,304 87,655 51,320 
62,968 73,576 132,175 145,942 
1,194 2,465 1,194 2,405 
19,484 19,577 36,434 37,086 
4,464 5,306 9,045 9478 
56,810 41 O43 109,481 83,790 
985 4908 8,914 10,900 
1,284 2,401 3,718 10,025 
130 47 1,033 750 
394 1,059 | 3,256 5,500 
47,577 | 99,560 
73,425 115598) 139,582 
268,715 266,629 539,392 533,449 
519 38y 659 519 
1,045 1,104 1,486 1,819 
11,161 8,937 26,400 18,609 
5,263 6,346 10,223 10,568 
17,986 16,774 38,768 31,515 
286,701 283,403 578,160 564,901 


Norts.--The above figures are subject to correction inthe Annual Returns, The 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


values given 
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VI.—FisHery STATISTICS.—SCOTLAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatvue of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the Scorca Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended February 29th, 1888, compared with the corre- 
sponding periods of the Year 1887. 


7 
February | T wo Months pane 


1887. 


TITY. 


| Cuts. 

Tur 20 660 
Soles Soles) 5 29% 1,169 
Salmon - - 
Cod 54,621 | | 5,58 62,928 
Ling - 5,156 10,733 
Haddock - 97,288 O74 | 136,073 
Mackerel 30 | 4 +0 
Herrings - 163,067 || | 
Sprats 6 20,719 || 
Sparling - - 13 
Torsk (Tusk) 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 

hiting - 
Halibut - 
Plaice, Brill 
Skate ‘ | 3,670 
All other, exe ept shell fish 13,739 


Total - 320,312 


Shell Fish :— No. i | 
Lobsters - 42,600 21,5 | “$4, ‘300 
Crabs - 64,700 | 139,700 
Oysters - 21,900 81,7 | 41,200 
Owts. ‘wts. | Cwts. 
Mussels - 23,280 | 50,867 
Clams 2,144 4,848 
Other shell fish 5,200 5, | 8.519 


£ | } | | 
956 | s07 | 2,321 | 1,937 


956 1,512 


Tur 
Soles) 
Salmon - 
‘od. 21,794 | 29,027 
fladdock - 
Muckerel - 
Herrings - 
Sprats - 
Sparling - 
‘forsk (Tusk) 
Saith (Cont ifish) 


Plaice, Brill 


Skat 
All except she fish 


2,066 


Total 100,420 | 93,856 197,069 


Shell Fish :— 
Lobsters 1054 1,082 | 3,790 
Crabs 384 | 687 
Oysters 139 199 | 
Mussels - 1,195 | 2,918 | 
710 


Other shell fish - 872 1,406 | 


Total | 4,871 8,974 
Total value of fish Janded | 105,291 97,880 


9,710 | 
206,779 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Norr,—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


j ) 
| 
1888, 1888. | 1887. 
| 
342,050 | 588,741 | 635,775 
a No. 
48,500 
142,700 
i 66,200 
Cuts. 
46,345 
3,798 
85779 
| 
| VALUE. 
1,788 | 1,243 || 2,429 1,594 
7,319 | 7404 || 14,110 15,094 
: 827 | 5474 | 1,316 1,048 
1375 | 928 | 2703 | 
182,337 
792 
2 
; 
548 
1,378 
| 984 
| 190,068 
q 


340 STATISTICAL TABLES. 


VII.—Fisuery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatur of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Triste Coasrs during the Month ended February 
29th, 1888. 


February. 
North fast | South | West | 
Coast. Coast. Coast. | Const. | ‘Total. 
| | 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. | Cwts. | Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot : 47 | 46 21 114 
Soles _ 55 62 | 103 220 
Total prime fish - 102 | 108 | 124 33 
62 | 1,871 788 | 2,231 4,952 
Ling 37 169 | 414 | 475 1,095 
Haddock - - - 2 235 | 32 | 2 821 
Mackerel - - - - | | _ | 
Herrings - | 249 131 388 
Sprats - - - -- | |} 
Whiting - - = 2,123 | 30 | 290 2,445 
Hake - - - 319 24 | 343 
All other, except shell fish - 564 1,748 1,624 | 279 4,215 
Total = - 673 6,617 3.269 | 3532 | 14,091 
Shell Fish : i No | No. No. No. No. 
Lobsters - | 192 | 324 1,446 1,962 
Oysters - -| 22,000 22,000 
|; Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 175 235 2246 | 2,656 
i 
VALUE. 
| ! e@ £ 
Turbot - 226 116 87 | 429 
Soles - - 236 155 549 | 940 
Total prime fish | 462 271 636 1,369 
Cod - : 35 | 1,377 334 863 2,609 
Lin . 20 | 84 193 194 491 
Haddock 1 384 4 408 
Herrings - 5 65 20 90 
hiting - - - 911 17 101 1,029 
All other, except shell fish - 145 902 553 114 | 1714 
Total 2066 1,458 1,932 | 7,926 
Shell Fish | 
Lobsters - 10 | 17 41 | 68 
Crabs - - - - | 1 1 
Other shell fish - - zee 54 27 237 | 318 
Total - 10 | 106 27 278 421 
Total value of fish landed ' 216 | 4,436 I 1,485 2,210 8,347 


Note.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 5 


VIII.—Corron Returns, Fesruary 1888. 


Return of the Number of of Corron Imrortep and Exvortep, 
Forwarvep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Porrs during the Month and Two Months ended 29th February 
1888, compared with tle corresponding Months of the Year 1887. 


| 
Month of Two months ended 
February February 
isss, | 1887. 1sss. | 7857. 
Imports. 
| No. | No. | No. No. 
American - | 393,750 | 308,985 | 824,841 | 786,392 
Brazilian - 33,983 41,357 | 64,378 | $0,576 
East Indian - - | 20,376 | 35,895 37,667 | 61,944 
Egyptian - 18,862 25858 65,930 | 76,054 
Miscellaneous - 5,681 4843 | 9,284 9,717 
Ta ae 472,652 | 416,938 | 1,002,100 | 7,014,683 
EXports. 
American 14,670 12,520 | 30,255 | 32,475 
Brazilian - - - 82 569 | 1,602 569 
East Indian 20,730 17,051 40,598 | 35,975 
Egyptian - 458 2,884 | 905 3,541 
Miscellaneous - - 1,488 1,424 | 2,942 2,298 
Total - 37,428 34,445 | 76,302 74,838 


American -| 241,669 232,753 || 479,611 484,614 
Brazilian - - 27,578 23,957 | 59,653 51,781 
Fast Indian - i 11,059 12,376 | 22,311 93,258 
Egyptian - - - 16,971 23,627 | 40,042 53,463 
Miscellaneous - - 10,119 9,995 | 21,013 27,096 

Total - - -| 307,391 302,696 | 622,630 634,212 


American ~ - 830 147 1,105 379 
Brazilian - - - _ | 
Egyptian - - - 48 | _ | 203 412 
Miscellaneous - - | | 
Total - * 878 | 147 | 1,308 43t 


A 53387. H 


ig 
P 
Forwarprp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
Forwarpep from INLAND Towns to Ports. “s 
| | | 
| 
| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I.—Inports. 


Value for the Month. 


ITX.--—PeriopicaAL Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


STATEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble =‘2s. Od.; Frane = 9°,d., Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; 
Lire = 9,5,d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d.; Piastre = 24d. 


Aggregate for Period of the 


| 
| Year,including latest Month. 
| 1887 1886, 1887. 1886, 
Russia in Europe - Nov. - Roubles 32,162,000 | 35,272,000 305,574,000 356,453,000 
(1888.) | (7887.) 
France - -| Jan. Frs. 281,846,000 | 276,267,000 
(1887.) |  (7886.) 
Portugal - | Nev. Milreis- 3,263,000 2,862,000 34,589,000 34,063,000 
{ | 
| 
Italy - -| Dec. Lire - 189,711,000 | 750,033,000 || 1,601,483,000 7,447,729,000 
(i888.) | (7887.) 
United States -| Jan. Dollars 58,488,000 | 57,957,000 
Egypt -  -| June -| Piastres 60,235,000 | 53,709,000 $02,039,000 | 283,877,000 
(1887.) | (7886.) || 
British India*- Dec. | Rupees- 5,33,26,990 5,20,16,218 || 44,33,17,212 43,63,91,862 
If.—Exports. 
| 
Russia in Europe Nov. Roubles 61,594,000 | 44,003,000 518,601,000 400,658,000 
(1888.) (7887.) 
France -| Jan. Frs. 213,438,000 | 204,772, 
(1887.) (7886.) 
Portugal - -| Nov. -/| Milreis- 1,957,000 1,841,000 19,212,000 28,449;000 
Italy - - -| Dec. - Lire - 45,792,000 | 98,555,000 999,152,000 | 7,020,750,000 
(1888.) ( 7887.) 
United States Janu. Dollars 63,055,009 } 77,534,000 
Egypt - June - | Piastres 45,845,000 | 29.946,000 | 481,177,000 470,171,000 
(1887.) (7886.) | 
British India* -| Dec. - | Rupees - 8,26,06,597 | 7,06,37,070 || 62,30,80,206 


63,81,35,621 | 


case of imports, imports for home consumption, 
produce and manufacture only. 


* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


imports and exports, 
where the figures are “ general.” 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “special ” 
the United States and British India, 


except inthe case of 


“Special ” means, in the 


in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
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STATISTICAL TABLES, 


X.--ForEIGN TRADE OF INDIA, 
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Imports and Exrorts into and from Britisa INpIA. 


Imports from Foreign | Exports to Foreign 
Countries. | Countries.* 
oa Nine Months ended Nine Months-ended 
a 81st December 31st December 
1887. 1886. 1887, S84, 
R. R. 
T.—Animals—living - 21,94,823 28,40,516 | 9,42,215 583,360 
| 
iL—Articles of food and drink | _5,29,08,164 | 5,00,28,/70 16,62,04,428 18.70,49,880 
111.—Metals, and Manufactures of—| 
A.—Hardware and Cutlery | | 
(ineluding plated-ware) 80,05,132 62,386,513 18,427 37,631 
i 
B.—Metals - - - | 3,60,11,262 3A6,88,909 344,752 | 2,897,485 
} 
©.—Machinery and mill-work | 1,24,14,536 | 87 578 1601 
| 
D.--Railway plant and | | 
rolling-stock (other than | 
Government stores) 1,¢0,05,300 GS 35572 
iV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines | | 
and narcotics, and dyeing , | | H 
and tanning materials - | 71,44,557 | 67,26,405 | 40,13,52,018 10,39,10,007 
\ | | 
V.—Oiis - - 1,04,26,161 1,02,81,881 | 33,28,810 33,49,023 
Vi.—Raw materials and wimanu- | 
factured articles 2,94,29,298 2,25,67,070 | 25,50,22,991 28,42,08,565 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and | | 
partly manufactured— | 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabried 22,30,13,195 | 24,63,90.994 5,65,50,026 |  4.47,75,005 
| | 
B.—Apparel - - - 95,02,724 $6,29,222 610,381 | 5,96,212 
—Other articles manu- | | 
factured 3,62,61,760 3,24,37,523 2,53,42,106 | 242,906,059 
| 
| 
ToTaL- - | £4,33,17,212 | 43,63,97,862 | 60,97,46,757 59,03,89 928 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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344 LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Series. 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1888, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 

No. Price. 

249. Algiers - - 2d, 

250. Bucharest’ - ld. 
Christiania - ld. 
Paris ld. 
Bogola ld. 
Salonica ld. 
Copenhagen ld. 
Jeddah ld. 
Russia 
Paris 1d. 
Palras ld. 
Brussels ld. 
Ichang ld. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad have also been 
issued, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No. Price. 
77. Germany.-—Report on the German grain duties ~ - - d. 
78. Onited States.—Report on liquor traffic legislation in the United States 
79. Switzerland.—Report on the North-East Railway of Switzerland 
80. United States.-—Report on the oyster fisheries of Maryland - 
81. Austria-Hungary.—-Report on the timber trade of Trieste - 
82. Russia.--Report on Russian agriculture, 1886-87 - - - 
83. ey! States.--Report on the manufacture of sugar from sorghium, in 

Kansas - - - - 
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